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“W atch, 

F or ye Know not when the master returns. 
And what | say unto you, | say unto all, 
W atch”, 

--The Gospel of M ark 


“To know nothing of what happened before you were born is to 
remain forever a child.” 
--M arcus Cicero 


“W ho controls the past controls the future. 
W ho controls the present controls the past.” 
--George Orwell 


“History it seems is not so much a record of past events, 
more a catalogue of preferred beliefs 
expounded by people who have a vested interest.” 
--K night & Lomas 


vi 


INTRODUCTION 


Over 35 years ago I began researching the history for what you are 
about to read. 


One sunny day in 1979, I sat on the beach in southern Spain, 
recovering from some harrowing experiences in Tehran during the 
Iranian revolution, reading “The Golden Bough” by Sir James G. 
Frazer. A sudden revelation came over me, and I saw a single link 
joining together seemingly disparate and wildly different historical 
figures and events. I rushed in to the nearest town, Fuengirola, and 
purchased a note book and pen. I wrote down my thoughts as a flow 
chart covering four thousand years. 


Later, in the more academic atmosphere of the English home 
counties, I read my initial thoughts, and developed a plan to 
research my idea of a continuous link covering four millennia. My 
plan included the actual visiting of many historical sites throughout 
the world, which I accomplished. 


One such visit was to Rennes le Chateau, in the south of France, 
site of the strange village church, and home of Berenger Sauniere. 
At Rennes le Chateau, an event of such magnitude occurred that it 
affected the publication of this book. 


I had driven down from London to Rennes le Chateau, taking my 
wife, and another couple. We planned to extend my research visit, 
and make a short vacation of the journey. 


All I can say now is that I was manipulated into a remote area of the 
mountains, and given a dire warning that I was not to publish my 
theory as now explained in this book, until twenty five years had 
passed. 1 was severely scared, and took this warning seriously. I 
continued my research in private until now. 


My explanation of the “Timeless Zone” has been re-written in the 
light of the latest theories of the universe and sub-atomic particle 
physics, but it will always be a sobering thought that I had in my 
mind the basic concept of M Theory all those years ago. I just did 
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not know how to express these thoughts and _ concepts 
mathematically. 


In the penultimate chapter I try to explain the latest theories in the 
modern physics of sub-atomic particles, and I hope you will be able 
to follow my brief and inadequate explanation. 


Do not be depressed by the final chapter, it does not describe the 
end of the world, but only a rebirth, a natural event in the cosmic 
history of our beautiful and elegant universe. 


The history of the Watchers goes back in time, nearly four thousand 
years, and comes right up to date. However, to start the story, I 
propose we go back to Rennes le Chateau in 1885, and the 
penniless village priest. Francois Berenger Sauniere was born 11" 
April 1852, but died a millionaire on 17" January 1917. 


CHAPTER 1 
The Priest. 


One hot summer’s day in 1885, a lone figure slowly walked along 
the dusty track towards the sleepy village of Rennes-le-Chateau, 
hidden in the remote Central Massif area in the South of France. 
Berenger Sauniere, the newly appointed priest arriving to take up 
his post, had few belongings, and even less money. The new village 
priest was a young, intelligent, and likeable man, who quickly 
became accepted by the congregation of the Church of Mary 
Magdalene. A young villager, Miss Marie Denarnaud, secured the 
job of housekeeper to the new priest, and she soon had Berenger 
settled in. After the excitement of a new resident to the village has 
died down, everything looked fine, and the village resumed its 
gentle country lifestyle. None of the inhabitants, and least of all the 
priest himself, suspected that they were playing out a scene that had 
been predicted centuries before, and that their every move and 
decision was carrying them inevitably towards a preordained 
conclusion. 


Perhaps Berenger, as he carried out his duties, had those sudden 
moments of “déja vu’, that strange feeling of having been there 
before. There are many reports of experiences like these; someone 
drives his car round a corner, knowing what he will see before he 
gets there, even though he has not been there before. Some attempts 
at explanations describe these moments as the result of a spiral time 
structure where time itself is curved like a huge spring. Passing 
through the spiral, we somehow see glimpses of the coil above us or 
below us, and we can experience, in an indescribable way, either 
the future or the past. This idea seems to agree with Einstein’s 
General Theory of Relativity, with space itself being curved, and 
time following it. Einstein predicted that if an astronaut set off into 
outer space in a straight line, and continued to travel for long 
enough, he would eventually return to the place where his journey 
began. 
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Soon Monsignor Sauniere was an established part of the village, 
and became involved in the restoration of the small church, which 
had been neglected for many years. 


During this restoration work, in early 1890, Berenger discovered 
something that would change his life, change the village and all the 
people in it, and eventually change the world. 


What he actually first found is unknown, some researchers say that 
he found an ancient parchment, or parchments, hidden in the 
hollow pillars of the altar, but whatever it was, he became the first 
person for a long period of time to re-enter the Temple of the 
Watchers. 


He must have been overwhelmed by the magnitude of the treasures 
suddenly under his control. It was not only the incalculable wealth, 
but also the theological implications, backed up by the huge library 
of information, original documents, and research papers, by the 
greatest figures in history — Akhenaten, Moses, Alkindi, Bernard of 
Clairvaux, Cornelius Agrippa, Leonardo da Vinci, Scaliger, John 
Dee, Nostradamus, Poussin, Isaac Newton, and many other past 
Watchers. 


In 1891, just after Berenger had made his discovery, he was 
summoned to the Seminary of Saint Sulpice in Paris, and stayed 
there for three weeks. He never mentioned to anyone what 
happened at the Seminary in Paris, but whatever did happened, 
something is very clear, and is a fact beyond doubt; Berenger 
Sauniere, the penniless village priest, on his return from Paris, 
suddenly became a multi-millionaire. 


There have been countless books written about the Priest of Rennes 
le Chateau. Truth and Legend intertwine, even though the events 
happened only one hundred years ago. Even the spelling of his 
name varies from source to source, it is also given as Beranger, but 
we shall use Berenger in this book. 


Although Berenger himself never mentioned what happened during 
his visit to the Seminary of Saint Sulpice, there is some strange 
corroborative information. Michael Baigent, in his book “The Jesus 
Papers”, says that he received a letter from the Rev Dr Douglas 
Bartlett, back in the early 1980s, which mentioned the translation of 
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some obscure documents in the Seminary in 1891. Mr. Baigent 
later visited the Rev Bartlett, and he was told the following story, 
which he relates in his book. I summarize the story below. 


The Rev Bartlett was told by Canon Alfred Lilley (a renowned 
expert in medieval French language), that Lilley had been 
summoned to the Seminary in the early 1890s, to advise on the 
translation of a strange document. Lilley was sure they were 
authentic, and believed they had once been in the possession of the 
Cathars, an heretical Christian sect living in the area of Rennes-le- 
Chateau during the 12" and 13" centuries. C.E. Lilley said the 
contents of the documents was “ so outrageous, the translators at 
the Seminary thought they must have misunderstood it in some 
manner”. That appears why they asked the Rev Lilley for a second 
opinion. 

The Rev Lilley said the document gave “proof” that Jesus was alive 
in 45 CE, something that would shake the church to the foun- 
dations. Lilley went on to say they had changed hands for a large 
sum of money, and had ended up in Rome. He went on to say that 
he thought the church would ultimately destroy the document. 


This would indicate that the document the Rev Lilley saw was one 
of the documents that Berenger discovered in Rennes-le-Chateau. I 
suspect he was clever enough to release a “tasty morsel” to the 
church, in order to be able to keep the really important documents. 


We can get some idea of the enormity of the remaining documents, 
if the one released by Berenger caused such turmoil. 


On his return from Paris, his first public action, as a new-found 
millionaire, was to complete, in the grandest style, the restoration of 
the church that he had started with such a tiny budget. Next, he 
moved into a larger, more comfortable house, where he could study 
the instructions that had been prepared for him — put in the Temple 
by the Watchers before the French Revolution. Berenger also used 
his new wealth to alleviate the poverty in Rennes-le-Chateau; he 
built and paid for a new public road, with a new water tower to 
supply running water to all the houses in the village. 


Beyond the more “usual” public works, the church of Mary 
Magdalene was completely redesigned and renovated, at enormous 
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cost. But the internal decorations were far from “usual”, indeed they 
are not in the orthodox style. Before entering the church, the first 
thing a visitor sees, carved in the stonework above the main 
entrance is; 


“TERRIBILIS EST LOCUS ISTE”. 


This place is terrible, or, this place is terrifying. 


On passing under this warning, and entering through the door of the 
Parish Church, a visitor is greeted by an alarmingly life-like full 
sized statue of a sinister devil. He is carved from wood, painted in 
real colours, and has eerily realistic glass eyes. These eyes stare at 
visitors as they stand in the doorway. 





ve Wins 


Inside the church, a huge painted mural, opposite the altar, shows 
Jesus preaching to a group, but at his feet lays a bag of gold coins, 
spilled on the ground. The landscape in the background is not 
Jerusalem in the first century, but it is the hills and valleys outside 
the church, the very same landscape that Poussin put into his 
painting known as “The Shepherds of Arcadia’, over two hundred 
years before Berenger redecorated his church. 
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There is a painting on the front of the altar, showing a girl kneeling 
on the grass, with a book and a human skull at her knees. This is 
supposed to be Mary Magdalene, and there are rumours that this 
was painted by Sauniere himself. 


The church is a fascinating place to visit, and Berenger even left his 
initials, BS, decorated on one area of the wall. High up across from 
the initials, is a window with a small aperture. The sun shines 
through this window, casting a little circle of light on the wall 
opposite. As the sun goes across the sky, the point of light moves 
across the wall, but on one day of the year, the pointer of light 
moves across and stops exactly on the initials of the Church’s 
renovator, Berenger Sauniere. 


When the expensive renovation work was completed, Berenger 
invited the local Bishop to come and re-consecrate the church. 
However, when the Bishop saw the un-orthodox decorations, the 
strange murals and wall paintings, and statue of the devil, he 
refused to continue with the ceremony. There are no records of 
whether the Bishop and the Village priest had any argument or 
conflict; we can only assume that Berenger was disappointed. What 
happened over the next few days, however, is well documented in 
Police records. 


The Bishop returned home, and suddenly died within a week of 
refusing to consecrate the renovated church at Rennes-le-Chateau. 
The first official act of the new Bishop was to re-consecrate the 
Church at Rennes-le-Chateau, (with, presumably, no questions 
asked). 


But this dramatic change in life style of a poor Parish Priest, 
including many visits to Paris, and meetings with famous people, 
could not be hidden. Berenger’s superiors started to ask questions. 


However, within five years Berenger had not only renovated the 
church, but had established the core of the “New” Watchers, and, 
by 1897, they were already influential and powerful enough to take 
on the Roman Church. 


In that same year, 1897, Berenger was personally summoned to 
appear before the Church court in Rome, in itself an unusual event; 
Berenger was a simple priest in a remote rural church. He travelled 
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to Rome and, presumably, the Papal authorities asked him how he 
acquired his sudden wealth, and what treasures he had actually 
discovered. Maybe the authorities had suspicions that the 
documents handed over in 1891 were not the only documents? 


Whatever took place in the secrecy of the Vatican offices we shall 
never know, but it appears that Berenger would not or did not give 
them a satisfactory explanation of his wealth, nor would he hand 
over any more documents, treasures or relics. 


The result was that he was suspended from his office as priest of 
Rennes-le-Chateau, and the Vatican authorities said they would 
appoint a new priest to take over responsibility for both the church 
and congregation at Rennes-le-Chateau. 


Berenger Sauniere returned to Rennes-le-Chateau, and advised the 
villagers that he had been suspended from taking part in any 
religious duties. When the newly appointed replacement priest 
arrived, none of the congregation would accept him. The villagers 
were repaying Berenger’s earlier charitable exercises in full with 
their loyalty. 


Berenger wanted to get back to his real work, and for that he needed 
to be in the position of local priest, he did not want “outsiders”, 
such as other priests, hanging around. Berenger arranged for The 
New Society of Watchers and its members to flex their muscles. 
High-powered deals were struck, and who knows what veiled 
threats were made. The result was that after a short time, Berenger 
was re-instated, and the new priest departed without complaint for 
another position. 


The Church authorities in Rome never bothered Berenger again. 
The New Society of Watchers was already strong enough to take on 
the Papal authorities, and win a battle. But one battle does not win 
the war. 


Berenger began to set up an elaborate smoke screen, to hide his real 
activities. He left hints that he had discovered the treasure of the 
Temple of Jerusalem, which the Franks had carried off after they 
had sacked Jerusalem in 507 CE. He even left some documents 
“carelessly” lying around, so that others could find them, and these 
were supposedly the original documents that he had found in the 
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church. One reads as follows: “This treasure belongs to Dagobert II, 
King, and to Sion.” Dagobert II was a Frankish king, and Sion is 
another name for Jerusalem. 


When the initial excitement, publicity, and resultant problems, were 
behind him, but with the greedy eyes of the Church still watching 
his every move, Berenger settled down to his real task - the 
consolidation of the embryonic New Society of Watchers into an 
even more powerful force with a mission. The first member had 
been Marie Denarnaud, his housekeeper. Her main responsibility 
must have been looking after the Temple whilst Berenger was away 
travelling, visiting and inviting prospective new members to his 
secret group. 


The selection of the New Watchers had been carefully designed, 
each member being recruited because of his or her specific ability 
or speciality. Berenger set about creating a group of people who 
would discover why all previous attempts to resurrect the Master of 
the Watchers had failed, and so discover the secret that had eluded 
the previous Watchers down the centuries. Berenger established the 
mission of the New Society of Watchers, which was the task of 
bringing the Grand Master back to life, awaking the sleeping 
Nazarene, restoring the Lord of Time. Bringing him back for the 
Far- World of the Pharaohs. 


By the beginning of the Twentieth century, the main core had been 
established. 


Claude Debussy, in his late thirties, became Master of the Paris 
Headquarters and administrative offices of the New Society. Emma 
Calve, the renowned opera singer, was one of many other recruits in 
Paris. 

Paul-Abraham Dukas had the task of investigating the ancient 
musical manuscripts in the Temple library. He became so involved 
in this project that he actually ceased publishing any other musical 
work after 1912, except for “La plainte au Loin du Faune”, which 
was written specially in memory of Claude Debussy in 1920. 


Claude Charnay brought a link with the past, his ancestors having 
played an important part in the history of the earlier Watchers. 
Claude-Joseph Desire Charnay’s speciality was archaeology, and in 
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particular the study of ancient ruins. For the last years of his life he 
dedicated himself to the study of Essene scrolls in relation to the 
tomb of Zaddiq shown in Poussin’s painting. Did the shape of the 
tomb have any significance? Claude Charnay was the oldest of the 
New Watchers, and, in 1915, the only one to die before Berenger 
himself. 


Marcel Baschet was the first painter to become a New Watcher, and 
worked with Claude Charnay understanding the hidden messages in 
the paintings of Poussin and Leonardo da Vinci, previous Watchers. 
Later, two more famous artists were to become members. Pablo 
Picasso first visited Paris in 1900 when he was only 19 years old, 
and by 1904 he left his native town of Malaga and moved to Paris. 
Picasso was the visual counter-part of Debussy’s music, and 
became the Grand Master of the Society in later life. The other 
painter, Jean Cocteau, was only eleven when Picasso first went to 
Paris, but was to become a prominent member before Berenger 
Sauniere died in 1917. 


Guillaume Apollinaire’s contribution was the study of the quatrains 
of Nostradamus. He probably first met Picasso whilst they were 
both visiting Paris in 1900, but their later friendship is well 
documented. Apollinaire even wrote a work of his own in quatrains, 
similar in style to Nostradamus, called Le Bestiaire, and it was 
published in 1911. 


The last, but by no means least, of the original founding group of 
New Watchers was Albert Einstein. His brilliant mind led to the 
discovery of the first step to the final solution to the Watcher’s 
quest. He realised that the true power of the Monstrance device 
inside the Lost Ark of the Covenant of Moses is locked away, and 
that time is the key by which it may be released. He also realised 
that time itself is a dimension, and that existence “outside of time” 
is possible. Einstein declared his theory was based on previous 
works, but never mentioned any connection between his revelations 
and the Watchers. 


The New Watchers now went about the conclusion of their 
business, a business that had started thousands of years ago, and 


had been handed down through the ages, from a Pharaoh of Ancient 
Egypt to Moses, from the famous Nazarene to the Assassins, and 
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then to the Knights Templar and Leonardo Da Vinci, with so many 
other famous historical figures being involved on the way. 


To understand the enormity of the task that Berenger had taken on, 
we must go back to Egypt, both in the present time, and over three 
thousand years ago. 


ee een (ee 
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CHAPTER 2 
The Ancient Egyptians 


“You are the one and only God, beside whom there is no other”. 
Hymn found in the ruins at Tel el Amarna, E gypt. 


Today, in Modern Egypt, ten kilometers away from the Great 
Pyramid, in the glare of the mid-day sun... 


I could see the Pyramid of Cheops towering over modern Cairo, as 
the taxi snaked its way through the terrible traffic. I was still 10 
kilometers away, and it grew larger as we approached. Only one of 
the original seven “Wonders of the World” has survived down to 
our modern times, the great pyramid on the plain of Gizeh in Cairo, 
Egypt. It is still a “wonder” today, as anyone who has visited Gizeh 
will tell you. 


It is the largest stone building ever constructed anywhere on earth! 


Two and a half million accurately cut blocks of stone, some 
weighing as much as seventy tonnes, were carefully placed to make 
a pyramid with a base of 230 meters by 230 meters, and a height of 
147 meters. It covers a ground area of 5 hectares, and weighs an 
incredible six million tonnes! 


And the pyramid that I was seeing today is, visually, not nearly as 
impressive as it originally appeared, which was completely clad in 
polished white marble. (This marble cladding was removed over a 
thousand years ago, and used to build some of the great mosques in 
Cairo). I can imagine the sight, as the red sun set over the plain of 
Gizeh, reflecting on the shining sides of the monstrous white 
pyramid! A little of this effect can be imagined, because there is a 
small amount of marble cladding remaining at the top of the 
pyramid. 
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To fully realise and appreciate the colossal size and magnitude of 
the pyramid is difficult; consider to this; 


There are more tonnes of stone in the one Great Pyramid than 
there are in all the churches, chapels, and cathedrals ever built in 
the whole of England! 


For three thousand years, until the Eiffel Tower was built in Paris in 
1888, the Great Pyramid was the tallest man-made structure in the 
entire world! 


But, apart from the amazing facts about its size, volume and 
weight, what else is known about the sole survivor of the original 
Seven Wonders of the World, the largest stone structure ever built? 
The answer is simple but remarkable — almost nothing is known 
about the Great Pyramid. We do not know who built it; let alone 
how it was built. We do not know when it was built, or even why it 
was built. 


This may come as a surprise, because most people believe it was a 
burial chamber for a great Egyptian Pharaoh, and his mummified 
remains were found inside. Actually nothing was ever found 
inside the Great Pyramid. No mummy. No treasure. No wall 
paintings. No writing. Absolutely nothing. 


Scholars and archaeologists have put forward many proposals for 
methods by which the ancient Egyptians built the pyramids, but so 
far, no one has reached agreement to how it had been accomplished. 
Even the date of construction is under dispute, although the main 
body of orthodox opinion accepts a date around 3,000BCE. 
However, this is based on only one discovery; the so-called 
“builder’s marks” found above the King’s Chamber, but these are 
considered not to be ancient by many experts. As mentioned, and in 
complete and strange contrast to most Egyptian structures, there are 
absolutely no other inscriptions, carvings, paintings or marks on, or 
inside, the so-called great pyramid of Cheops. 


For date of construction, the “orthodox view” is around 3000BCE, 
even though the evidence for this is so incredibly flimsy. Why? 
Because the alternative would require a radical re-thinking of the 
generally accepted theories of archaeology, and the “establishment” 
hates change, (as do most people). 
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Another mystery about the pyramid is; WHY was it built? To build 
such a structure today would require billions of dollars and a large 
construction project over many years, even with modern project 
management techniques and modern construction equipment. Why 
did the Ancient Egyptians spend so much time, effort, and money, 
on a structure which has no apparent purpose or reason? No body, 
no mummy, nor any treasure has ever been found inside, and, 
despite what is written in guidebooks and encyclopedias, there is 
neither evidence, nor even the slightest indication, that the pyramid 
was built as a tomb. Whatever purpose the unknown architect and 
builder of the pyramid had in his (or her?) mind, apparently it was 
not to build a tomb, or burial chamber, for the dead. 


After visiting the great pyramid at Gizeh, I stood back in awe and 
genuine amazement. As mentioned previously, I discovered that 
there is considerable evidence for a construction date much earlier 
than 3,000 BCE, and this evidence has convinced me that the most 
probable date for the construction of the great pyramid of Gizeh is 
actually around 10,500 BCE, about 8,000 years earlier than 
generally accepted by the “establishment”. 


I am also convinced that one of the purposes for building the 
pyramids of Gizeh was to convey some form of message, or 
transmit some type of information, down through the millennium, 
to those who can interpret the message, or have the technical ability 
to decode the information. Is it also a special place where special 
events may take place, something like a laboratory? 


Is it also the sign and witness described in the Old Testament? 


“In that day there will be an altar to the LORD in the midst of the 
land of Egypt, and a pillar to the LORD at its border. It will be a 
sign and a witness to the LORD of hosts in the land of Egypt.” 
Isaiah 19:19 


Let’s go back in time to 1365 BCE in Ancient Egypt, ten 
kilometers away from the Great Pyramid, standing in the mid- 
day sun... 


...Areptos the goldsmith stood back and admired his 
masterpiece, the deathmask of the Pharaoh King Tutankamun. It is 
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1365 BCE, and the Pharaoh Tutankamun is in Thebes, capital of 
the Kingdom of Ancient Egypt, dying of injuries received in battle 
two years earlier. The terrible final confrontation between his army, 
loyal to the old gods, and the forces of his father, Pharaoh 
Akhenaten, fighting for the one and only God, RA, had resulted in a 
technical victory for Tutankhamen. But the price was his own 
mortal injury, and eventual early death. 


As Areptos finished his work for the day, the sun set over the 
pyramid of Gizeh, casting its red shadow across the sandy desert, 
and turning the white pyramid into a shining pink. He too, 
wondered who had really built the pyramid, and why. According to 
the priests in the Temple at that time, it had always been there, and 
Areptos was told it had been built by the God Thoth, many 
thousands of years earlier. 


Now back to the present day, more than three thousand three 
hundred years later, 


I stood in the Museum of Antiquities, Cairo, capital of Modern 
Egypt, and stepped back, admiring the same golden deathmask, 
Areptos’ masterpiece. The deathmask of the young Pharaoh King 
Tutankamun, the gold still shining, the colors still bright and sharp 
as new. 


I had come to Egypt to help me unravel the fascinating story of 
Pharaoh Tutankhamen, his virtually unknown father Akhenaten, his 
wife, the legendary beauty of the Nile, Queen Nefertete, and the 
heretical religion he established, which caused chaos to the ancient 
Kingdom. 

Two famous names, Tutankamun and Nefertete, and one little 
known Pharaoh; a story of intrigue, incest and strange powers. 
Many travelers had come before me, always seeking something 
from the land of the Pharaohs. The source of the Nile had been the 
goal of many; I was seeking truth at the source of the three major 
religions of the world, the believers in the one and only God. This 
search would lead me to uncover a “secret society” of adepts or 
believers, with an unbroken line from before 1356 BCE right up to 
the present day. 
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However, let’s start in 1404 BCE with the birth of Amenhotep, later 
to be Amenhotep IV, Pharaoh of Ancient Egypt, who then changed 
his name to Akhenaten. Back in 1400 BCE, Pharaoh Amenhotep 
Ill, with his Queen, Tiy, ruled the Kingdom of Ancient Egypt, an 
Empire that had already spanned many centuries, but relatively 
little is known about its origins. It seems to have appeared quite 
suddenly, already a well-organised society, without the usual 
gradual evolution found in other civilisations. Many researchers 
have noted this, remarking that there seems to be no evidence of the 
development of Egyptian civilisation. It abruptly appears, complete 
with writing, a structured society, agriculture, and, particularly, 
architectural skills that are still marveled at today. J.A. West wrote 
in his book “Ancient Egypt”, that the Pharaohs would never again 
build to such a scale and perfection. 


Let’s put the life-span of the Kingdom of Ancient Egypt into 
perspective; There are more years between the generally accepted 
date for the building of the pyramid of Cheops, and the death of 
Tutankamun, than there are between the birth of Jesus and the 
discovery of America by Columbus in 1492! When Areptos the 
goldsmith locked up his masterpiece, and went home to his wife, he 
gazed up at the very same great pyramid dominating the skyline in 
Ancient Egypt, as it does in Cairo today. It was already thousands 
of years old when the deathmask of Tutankamun was being made. 


I stayed in the Museum of Antiquities all day, until eventually, my 
mind over-flowing with the things I had seen, I took a taxi through 
the horrendous Cairo traffic, back to the tranquility of my hotel. I 
had seen statues of Tutankamun and his parents Nefertete and 
Akhenaten. These three major characters in the story, along with 
their other children, the princesses Meritaten and Beketaten, and 
the prince Smenkhare, came alive for me that evening, when I 
looked at their images in the Museum Guidebook. As I said, it all 
started in 1404 BCE with the birth of Amenhotep IV, Pharaoh of 
Ancient Egypt, and later still to be known as Akhenaten. 


The Egyptians had a complex religious system, with the belief in 
many gods and goddesses, for example, Isis, Thoth, Osiris, and 
Bastet the cat-god. Their temples were decorated with delicate 
carvings and colourful wall paintings, and we are lucky to be able 
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to see many of these, which were preserved in the tombs of the 
Pharaohs. Of course, the most outstanding feature of the Ancient 
Kingdom is the pyramids, and these are still standing today, but 
don’t forget they contain no paintings, no artifacts, no writing, 
nothing. 


Ancient Egypt was a stable and affluent place, but the orthodox and 
popular religion of worshiping the traditional gods of Ancient 
Egypt was successfully challenged, and the priests thrown out of the 
temples, for the few years when Akhenaten ruled. This short period 
of history, I have discovered, would have far reaching consequences 
affect us all today. 


Akhenaten’s birth is something of a mystery, he was born to Queen 
Tiy when the Pharaoh Amenhotep III was away fighting battles in 
the outer regions of the Empire. It seems there were rumours in the 
court the Pharaoh Amenhotep III was not the father, but the father 
was a mysterious figure known as Amenhotep son of Hapu. 
Because of these doubts about his parentage, Akhenaten was 
secretly fostered out to a man called Parennefer and his wife. The 
child was kept in constant and close touch with his mother, and 
probably received teachings of ancient knowledge from his real 
father, Amenhotep son of Hapu. 


In 1390 BCE, when Akhenaten is 16 years old, he was taken to 
“far-off lands” by Amenhotep son of Hapu, and was not in Egypt 
when Pharaoh Amenhotep III died, ten years later, in 1380 BCE. On 
the Pharaoh’s death, Queen Tiy took over as regent, until her son 
returned in 1378 BCE, and was declared Pharaoh, with his wife 
Queen Nefertete. Akhenaten and Nefertete had two sons, 
Smenkhare and Tutankamun, and two daughters Beketaten and 
Meritaten. 


It maybe that Nefertete was Akhenaten’s sister or half-sister, as well 
as wife, because incest seems to have been a common practice 
among the Ancient Egyptians. Tutankamun is sometimes described 
as the son-in-law of Akhenaten, other times he is described as his 
son. Does this have something to do with the later incestuous 
relationships between the children of Akhenaten, or does it have 
more to do with mis-translation, and mis-understanding of the 
culture of the Ancient Egyptians? Could it be that the words 
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“sister’, “brother” and “son and daughter’ have a more flexible 
meaning that the rigid definition used in English. I have found no 
evidence that this was the case in the language of Ancient Egypt, 
and I have not been able to find any research by experts to support 
nor refute the idea. But we shall see later, when we investigate the 
culture and language of Palestine during the first century CE, there 
are indications of similar mis-understandings or mis-translations in 
descriptions of family relations. 


In many places around the world today, the words “Father, Mother, 
Son, Daughter, Brother and Sister” are used flexibly. For easy 
examples, think of the traditional expression used by Trade Union 
speakers “Brothers, what shall we do?” or the greeting of a London 
taxi driver, “All right, my son?” And, of course, the use of “Father” 
for a Roman Catholic priest, and “Brother and Sister” for monks 
and nuns. But back to the story of Akhenaten: 


As soon as Akhenaten is established on the throne, he begins to 
enforce his strange new beliefs, and a major upheaval of Egyptian 
society suddenly takes place. We can only assume that he learnt 
these beliefs in the “far-off lands” to which he had been taken by 
Amenhotep, son of Hapu. Anyway, wherever he went (for there are 
no indications of his destination), he arrived home with a 
completely new religious system, and abolished all aspects of the 
old religion. 


The new religion had a dramatically new concept. It recognised and 
worshipped only one god. The priests of Osiris, Thoth, and Isis 
were thrown out of the temples, and all worship of the “old” deities 
was banned. The capital at Thebes was abandoned, and a new 
capital built in honour of the new single God, Aten. The city is 
called Akhetaten (Horizon of Aten), and Akhenaten moved there 
with his new court and religion. This use of the word “horizon” 
(Akhe in Ancient Egyptian) is important to remember, it has 
implications that will be revealed later. 


We must not gloss over the magnitude of such an event, nor the 
amount of suppressed hostility, which remained after physically 
evicting the old religion. To remove by force an established state 
religion, and replace it with an alternative in such a short period, 
has rarely been done throughout history. And when it is done, the 
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old religion, with its vested interests, is always waiting to spring up 
again, and take revenge. 


What was Akhenaten’s new religion, and what made it so different 
from belief in all the other gods of the Ancient Egyptians? The new 
religion had one fundamental change, a brave new concept that 
had never been expressed before in any religion. 


Akhenaten’s religion called for belief in “the one and only God, 
known as RA”. It was the first monotheistic religion ever recorded, 
and includes as its first tenet the basic tenet of the three major 
monotheistic religions of the world today, Judaism, Christianity and 
Islam. It is interesting to note that Atenism was the first 
monotheistic religion to produce written hymns - the Old Testament 
of the Bible was not created in written form until hundreds of years 
later! Here is the “Hymn to Ra’, found at the city of Akhetaten, and 
attributed to have been written by Akhenaten himself, around the 
year 1370 BCE: 


You are the first to appear on the horizon, 

Your dawn is beautiful, showing us that Aten lives. 

You appear on the eastern horizon, and fill all the land 
with beauty. 

You are lovely, great and glittering high above 
everything 

that you have created in every land. 

You are RA, you reach to eternity and give us your son 
ATEN. 

You are such a long way off but your rays still reach us, 
all life is dependent on you. 

How much more of your creations are there that I shall 
never know? 

You are the one and only God, beside whom there is no 
other. 

You created the earth when you were alone, including 
all mankind, 

The cattle, and the wild beasts, and all other creatures 
that are on the earth, 

Whether they walk on their feet, or fly high on their 


19 


20 Dr. P. L. Spice 


God-given wings. 


There is an amazing resemblance between this “Hymn to Ra” and 
Psalm number 104 in the Old Testament of the Bible, in fact the 
similarity of both the rhythm and the content is remarkable. 


Who was this RA, what are the legends and stories which formed 
the basis of the “new” religion of the one and only god RA, who 
gave his son ATEN to the world. What is the mythology behind the 
history? 


Here is the Ancient Egyptian mythological legend of RA and Aten:- 


The legend of Aten starts with his arrival in Ancient Egypt from the 
Far-World in his “Manjet”, accompanied by Mehen, the fire- 
breathing dragon that protects the Manjet. He is marooned on Earth 
by damage caused by Apophis (the serpent demon representing 
storms and darkness), and has to wait while Bastet, the goddess 
who controls the beneficent power of the sun, can rescue him. Aten 
asks RA for help, but for some reason RA cannot help immediately, 
and Aten is stranded. Bastet, the servant of RA, tells Aten to wait 
on earth. 





Pharaoh Amenhotep III. Aten is immediately acknowledged as a 
powerful magician, because he is helped by Sa’a (the God of 
Intelligence). Aten so impresses the Pharaoh Amenhotep III with his 
special knowledge, that he is accepted with awe, and becomes a 
member of the Court. 


Aten settles down, and after having lived with the Pharaoh and his 
family for some months, has a relationship with Queen Tiy. The 
result is a son for Queen Tiy in 1404 BCE The child was conceived 
and born while the Pharaoh Amenhotep is away on an extended 


The Watchers 21 


military expedition. 


The son of Aten was then given to foster-parents, Parennefer and 
his wife, because of fears that the Pharaoh would have killed the 
baby if he had found out the truth. 


During the next few years, Aten maintained contact with the boy 
and taught him many things. The young man grew up to become 
Amenhotep IV, and his teaching from Aten gave him the belief in 
one central, single “Godhead”, a passive but omnipotent source, 
which in itself does nothing, but through which everything must be 
done. 


That is the legend, based on the ancient texts. Many modern 
commentators have said, this sounds like the story of a 
technologically advanced space-traveller who visited Egypt in 
ancient time, and many books have been written on this subject. 


Whether or not the Ancient Egyptians had visitors in space 
travelling craft is a contentious question, but look at the stone 
carving above, found in Egypt, and dating from the period of 
Akhenaten. Three of the items look strangely like a helicopter, a 
glider, and a one-man jet-pack! 





But let us continue with the more orthodox version of Ancient 
Egyptian history. 

Amenhotep III died in 1380 BCE, and Queen Tiy ruled alone for a 
short time while her son, Akhenaten, returned from a trip in far off 
regions. 

As soon as Akhenaten returns, he is declared Pharaoh Amenhotep 
IV, with all due pomp and ceremony. However, his first act, as 
Amenhotep IV, is to declare the “old religion” null and void, and 
establish the “new religion’. He abolishes the old Priesthood and 
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stops all sacrifices human or animal. He orders that animals should 
only be killed for meat, and not hunted for pleasure. Despairing of 
the corruption of the old city where the deposed Priests are stirring 
things up as much as they dare, Amenhotep IV decides to move his 
capital to a new city, and calls it Akhetaten (the Horizon of Aten). 


But, let’s go back to the mythological legend again:- 


Life goes on as normal in the new city of Akhetaten until 1375 
BCE, when Bastet, the goddess who controls the benevolent powers 
of the Sun, returns to collect Aten. Nefertete begs Aten to take her 
away with him to “the Far World”, and when Aten returns to the 
Far-World, Nefertete disappears with him. 


However, before he leaves, Aten gives Akhenaten and Queen Tiy 
the “Lord of Time”, some kind of sacred device, and instructs 
Akhenaten to memorise the special sequence of its operation and 
use. Aten warned him that in the wrong hands it could be lethal. 


It was around this time that the youngest daughter of Akhenaten, 
Princess Meritaten, also disappears from Egyptian history. 
Meritaten had realised the danger Akhenaten was in, and predicted 
correctly that the forces of the “Old Religion” were plotting to 
overthrow her father. So, while her father Akhenaten was still in 
power, Meritaten and her husband took the opportunity to set off to 
establish a new life in the most unlikely place — Western Britain 
and Ireland. There is substantial archaeological and other evidence 
to support this theory, but more in later chapters. 


Let’s go back to Egypt in 1363 BCE. Queen Tiy has died, and 
Akhenaten’s eldest son Smenkhare, who had embraced the “new 
religion” at an early age, is helping his father rule the country. For 
the next four years everything appears normal and the “new” 
religion, in the city of Akhetaten at least, is flourishing. But this 
peace was not to last. In 1359 BCE Tutankaten (the second son of 
Akhenaten) assisted by Ay, (Nefertete’s father, who has always 
believed that his daughter Nefertiti’s disappearance was because 
Akhenaten murdered her), and the now underground Priesthood of 
the Old Religion, attempted usurp the throne and take power. In the 
coup, Smenkhare is killed, and Tutankaten, who has now given 
himself the new name of Tutankamun, succeeds in taking over the 
palace. Tutankamun then imprisons Akhenaten and his faithful 
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daughter princess Beketaten in their own palace. 


Tutankaten took over power, officially changed his name to 
Tutankamun, abolished the new religion, restored the old 
Priesthood, and re-instated the multitude of Gods & Goddesses of 
the Old Religion. 


What happened next, in the mythological legend? 


Akhenaten prays for help to his god Aten, through the “Lord of 
Time”. 

In 1358 BCE Aten arrives back in his Manjet, this time with Mehen 
and Sekhmet, answering Akhenaten’s message/prayers. Aten helps 
organise Akhenaten’s escape, followed by a counter-revolution, and 
civil war breaks out in Egypt. Tutankamun sends his army against 
Aten. But Mehen and Sekhmet destroy the army with their all- 
powerful breath of fire, and force Tutankamun, Ay, and _ their 
followers to flee. (Documents of this time describe a terrible plague 
afflicting Tutankamun and all his people.) 


However, even after defeating Tutankamun’s army, Akhenaten 
realises he no longer has a support base amongst the people, and it 
would require a brutal dictatorship to maintain order and enforce 
the New Religion’s rules and ethics. 


So, Aten agrees to rescue Akhenaten and Beketaten and takes them 
to the Far-World in the Manjet, to be re-united with Nefertete. 
Sekhmet volunteers to stay behind in Akhetaten’s city to help the 
small band of true believers in the new religion to escape, taking 
with them the “Lord of Time”, through which they can continue to 
communicate directly with Aten in the Far-World. 


In 1358, a terrible battle takes place between Tutankamun and 
Akhenaten, and Tutankamun’s army is completed routed. 
Tutankamun, Ay, and their followers, retreat back to the old capital 
city of Thebes, to re-group and consider future actions. 


Soon after the fateful battle, Tutankamun becomes seriously ill, 

apparently a result of the strange injuries he received in the battle 

against his own father. It takes two years of failing health before 

Tutankamun finally dies, and Ay gives him a hero’s burial, with 

typical Egyptian pomp and ceremony, but makes sure his tomb is 

well sealed against anything that Tutankamun may have in him of 
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the mysterious disease. Rumours and strange stories still abound 
about that battle, and how the army were either killed outright or 
died mysteriously afterwards. 


Even though Akhenaten had won the battle, he knew he would not 
be able to control Egypt, so he and his closest followers “departed 
to be re-united with Nefertete in the Far- World”. 


Michael Baigent, in his book “The Jesus Papers” states that the Far- 
World of the Ancient Egyptians was not seen as separate, but that it 
existed simultaneously with the physical world, intertwined like two 
snakes. The two worlds occupied the same space, but the physical 
world was within time, the Far-World existed beyond or outside 
time. We shall investigate how this concept fits in with the latest 
theories of sub-atomic particles in later chapters. Suffice for now to 
say that the descriptions are remarkably similar. 


Following the “disappearance” of the group of faithful followers of 
Aten, the city of Akhetaten was left deserted and became a ghost 
city, slowly beginning its decay. The ruins of the city are known 
today as Tel el Amarna. 


It is ten years after the battle before Ay finally feels brave enough to 
return to the city of Akhetaten. His spies have told him that there is 
no one there now, and it is starting to crumble away. Ay is afraid of 
the place, but after he receives “all clear’ reports from advance 
groups, he sends out his army to destroy the city stone by stone, and 
to desecrate the burial chambers of Queen Tiy and Smenkhare. 
Finally Ay feels safe again, the Kingdom returns to the old religion, 
and life seems to go back to normal. The story of Aten becomes part 
of Ancient Egyptian folklore and mythology, passed down by word 
of mouth, from generation to generation. 


Whether we prefer my mythical interpretation of the legend, or 
prefer the orthodox version, there is no doubt that Akhenaten did 
start preaching a new religion to his people. It was the first recorded 
religion of One God, it became, for a short period, the state religion 
of Egypt, and was later overthrown by the resurgence of the Old 
Religion. 


Akhenaten’s religion was the first recorded religion based on the 
belief in one single god. Its writings and records describe the one 
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god, Aten-Ra, who manifested himself as the sun every day, and his 
priests addressed the sun at dawn with this chant: 


Welcome Father of Fathers and of all Gods, 
Many faced one, whose body one does not know, 
Who is warm of limb and shines in the sun disc, 
Who daily overthrows his enemies. 


(From Tell el- Amana, J.D.S. Pendlebury, London 1935). 


What other evidence, apart from hymns and poems, remains about 
the religious practices of the Ancient Egyptians? One of the most 
important and powerful symbols used by the Egyptians, and known 
all over the world, is the “Amulet of Life” - - sometimes known as 
the Egyptian Cross, or the Key of the Nile. AE. Budge Wallis, a 
respected Egyptologist, wrote that the Amulet of Life “has defied all 
explanation’. 


Let us look at the second most 
important symbol, or amulet, known as 
Thet. This represents, according to 
traditional belief, the uterus and 
vagina of Isis - beliefs put forward by 
scholars in the late nineteenth century. 
The Victorian era was a great one for 
“nailing things down” as it were - 
there had to be a (then) modern-day 
answer for everything. As_ these 
scholars had never seen a man walk on 
the moon, maybe they could not 
imagine that Thet might represent 
something far more significant than 
the uterus and vagina of a mythical Egyptian god. 





Could it be that Thet is in fact a representation of a traveller across 
the Universe in his padded suit and helmet, who visited Akhenaten? 
Compare the two diagrams of the “Amulet of Life” and the “Amulet 
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of Thet” - the Amulet of Life is simply a stylised representation of 
“Thet”. Just as the early Christians used as a simple symbol to 
represent a fish, although the “fish” itself represented a much more 
complex idea. 


But back to 1300 BCE after the fall of the city of Akhetaten. When 
Akhenaten’s new religion was thrown out, not all the people went 
back to the “old religion” - one small group of his devoted followers 
went into hiding and kept the religion alive. Initially avoiding 
persecution from Tutankamun and his successors by secrecy, the 
sect continued to exist until the time was right for it to rise again. 
The knowledge first received by Akhenaten was passed down in 
secret from father to son, the group grew and developed as initiates 
studied and passed on their discoveries and philosophies down 
through the decades and the centuries. Their faith was bolstered by 
their possession of the “Lord of Time”, given to them by 
Akhenaten, before he departed. 


They became the first group of Watchers, waiting for the return of 
their master, Akhenaten, from the timeless zone known as the Far- 
World. Where, or what, is the Far-World? 


As previously mentioned, the concept of the Far-World expressed 
by the Ancient Egyptians is remarkably similar to the additional 
dimensions described in the latest theory of the sub-atomic 
structure of matter itself, the two are described in different language 
concepts, but the basis principle is the same. 


According to Iamblichus of Chalcis, who wrote a long and detailed 
description of Ancient Egyptian religious practices, titled 
“Theurgia’, translated by Alexander Wilder in 1919 under the title 
of “Egyptian Mysteries”, the Far-World is described as follows in 
section ten of his complex book. 


“The theurgic discipline (procedure or ritual) conjoins the soul 
individually with the several departments of the universe, and with 
all the divine powers that pervade these several departments. Then 
it leads the soul to the Creator of the world, and frees the soul of 
everything pertaining to the realm of matter, (time and space), 
uniting it with the Sole Eternal Reason (Logos). What I am saying 
is this: The soul is individually united to the One, the self-moving 
Father of himself, who sustains the universe, arranges all things in 
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order. This is the end of the “Return” as taught in the Sacred 
Records.” 


The Ancient Egyptians had no doubt that the Far-World is a place 
that we can go to and return from, if we have the correct training 
and methods. It is a place that is within us, yet out of the reach and 


comprehension of the average person. Jesus called it the Kingdom 
of God. 


After the departure of Akhenaten his faithful and dedicated group 
of followers, or “Atenists”, spilt geographically into two. The first 
group, who had fled from the city of Akhetaten on its downfall, 
went out into the wilderness, became a nomadic tribe, although 
keeping in contact with the second secret group of “Atenists” in 
Thebes by occasional visits. 


This second group did not run off into the wilderness, they did not 
want to lose the comfortable life they previously had, so they 
publicly denounced the new religion, and returned to Thebes, living 
under the new regime. They blended back into society, and 
outwardly seemed like model citizens, but in fact they maintained 
their belief in One God, and held secret meetings in the city, under 
the noses of the re-established Old Priesthood. 


Se a ee ee 
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CHAPTER 3 
Moses Prince of Egypt 


“| am the beginning and the end, 
the first and the last”. 
--The Revelation of Saint J ohn the Divine, 22:13. 


The Lord of Time, the communication device and possible key to 
the Far-World, that had enabled Akhenaten to talk with Aten, was 
kept well hidden in the city by the “town Atenists” for almost 100 
years, until another true believer revealed the message of Aten. 


This “true believer” in the one god, Aten, who brought the “Old 
Religion” back out in the open, is known by millions today as 
Moses. 


The classic Old Testament story of Moses, starting with the baby 
being found in the bulrushes, describing his conflicts with the 
Egyptians, and climaxing with the parting of the Red Sea, is 
immortalised in the wonderful film starring Charlton Heston. 


But who was Moses really? He is an incredibly enigmatic figure, 
the Father and founder of the Israelites, who never himself entered 
the Promised Land. Biblical legend tells us that he had a speech 
impediment, and used his brother Aaron to speak for him in public. 
He then suddenly and inexplicably disappears from Biblical history. 
It is not even mentioned in the Old Testament writings when or 
where he died. There are, however, legends and stories about his 
final years, which we shall investigate later. 


So, the question “Who was Moses?” needs to be answered. Many 
eminent authors, including the even the infamous Sigmund Freud, 
have associated Moses with Akhenaten. Freud even wrote a book 
about this connection. 


Other authors have written that their research has shown that Moses 
and Akhenaten was actually one and the same person, and the 
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religion of Aten was transmitted directly to the Jews, who took it as 
their own religion. This previously radical idea has at last gained 
more general recognition with the cartoon film “Moses Prince of 
Egypt’, along with an article, which recently appeared in Time 
Magazine. 


Graham Hancock wrote “Suppose that Moses was also an initiate in 
the same secret tradition, a secret tradition that stretched back 
beyond the horizon of history through (the God) Imhotep to the 
god-kings Thoth and Osiris, and that extended forward as well, to 
include other great scientists and civilisers like Jesus Christ.” 


Imhotep was the successor to Thoth, when Thoth ascended to the 
Far-World. The Hellenised version of the name Imhotep is 
Asclepius, who is known as the founder of the science of medicine. 


Here is my summary of the story of Moses. 


Moses was born as an Egyptian prince in Egypt sometime around 
1320 BCE; about sixty years after Akhenaten had first established 
the “new” religion of Aten. The people he grew up with knew him 
only as a minor prince, the son of one of the Pharaoh’s many 
daughters. He may well have also been the son of the Pharaoh, the 
result of an incestuous relationship with the royal daughter. He was 
a tall, strong young man, benefiting from all that being a prince in 
Egypt of that time could offer. At some time, he was introduced to 
the “heretical” beliefs of the underground movement known as 
Atenists, who followed the beliefs of the monotheistic religion of 
Aten. Moses became a member, and an ardent believer. 


As a young, privileged member of the ruling class, he must have 
had many soul-searching discussions with himself, and perhaps 
others, on what was happening in their world. Suddenly, however, 
he is forced to leave the life of luxury and privilege, and departs 
from Egypt in disgrace, a fugitive from the law. 


The real reason why Moses had to leave his home country as a 
fugitive will probably never be known, but the Old Testament 
explanation, which follows, is as good as any; 

One day, when Moses saw an Egyptian overseer severely beating a 
labourer, he dived into the fray - and ended up by killing the 
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overseer. The labourer, a member of the Hebrews, a tribe of people 
who were enslaved by the Egyptians, (and, incidentally, worshiped 
an ancient volcano god called YHWH), helped Moses bury the 
overseer’s body, and the whole incident was kept secret from the 
authorities. Some short time later, Moses tried to interfere with two 
other Hebrews who were quarrelling. But they turned on him 
saying: “Who do you think you are? Judge and Jury over other 
men? Are you going to kill us, just like you killed that Egyptian 
overseer?” 


Moses panicked - obviously the story of him killing the overseer 
had been widely circulated amongst the Hebrews, and it was only a 
matter of time until the Egyptian authorities heard about it. 


Being an Egyptian prince, the Hebrews had no cause to love him, 
holding him responsible, on behalf of his class, for the plight they 
lived in. If he had killed a Hebrew it would have been different of 
course, but killing an Egyptian citizen, had to be answered for in 
law. If the authorities found out, Moses would be arrested and tried. 
The punishment would be severe. 


When the rumours and gossip eventually reached the authorities, 
they took action, and the Egyptian police were sent out to bring in 
Moses for questioning. Fearing for his life, Moses decided to flee 
the city of his birth, but with no clear idea of what to do or where to 
go. Quickly packing a few belongings, he left the city, and travelled 
far into the wilderness, needing to get completely away from the 
area under the control of the Egyptian authorities. A few days travel 
later, not really knowing where he was going, Moses stopped at an 
oasis to rest, and began to ponder on what would happen to him. He 
had made himself a fugitive from the land of his birth, but he was 
still a young man in the prime of his life. 


As he sat under a palm tree in the remote oasis, in the distance he 
noticed the approach of a small band of some nomadic tribe, and 
hoped they were friendly. He watched as they set up their tents on 
the outskirts of the oasis. There was a great deal of activity, but 
suddenly his attention was attracted by a herd of goats being 
brought to the oasis to drink. The goaty smell must have reached 
him first, there were more than 100 goats of all shapes and sizes in 
the herd. The granddaddy goat always watching for potential 
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trouble, and his numerous wives and children bleating and looking 
for anything, anything at all, that they could eat. The babies rushed 
away from their mothers in a show of bravado, only to suddenly 
realise that they were on their own, when they would bleat 
frantically and rush around in circles until they found their mothers 
again. Moses could not help but smile at the antics of the 
approaching herd, it gave him a temporary release from the despair 
he had been feeling. 


Suddenly the natural tranquillity of the scene was suddenly broken 
by some shepherds, who had been squatting gossiping under date 
palms on the other side of the oasis. They got up and started 
shouting at the goats and waving their arms to drive them away. 
Moses looked up and saw that there were only two young girls 
driving the herd of goats, and they were having obviously problems. 


Drawing himself up to his full height, and looking every inch the 
aristocrat that he actually was, he confronted the shepherds, who 
backed off. Moses cleared the way for the two young girls to bring 
their goats to the water, and then helped them draw water for their 
group, from the well. The young girls shyly thanked this strange 
looking man, in the strange clothes, and herded their goats back 
towards the distant group of tents. Moses was very surprised that 
the girls could speak his language, the language of Egypt, and 
wondered who they were. As Moses watched them go, he lapsed 
back into despair again - where was he to go, what would become 
of him? 


The two girls arrived back at their encampment and told their father 
of the help they had been given at the oasis, by the strange man who 
could speak their language. Mildly chastising the two young girls 
for their thoughtlessness and lack of manners, he sent his daughter, 
Zipporah, back to Moses to ask him to come and eat with them, in 
the manner of desert hospitality. Moses thankfully accepted, and, in 
the firelight after their meal had been served and cleared away by 
the women of the tribe, Moses told the girls’ father, Reuel, his 
story. 

Reuel was sympathetic towards the young man, and, appreciating 


what it meant to be in exile, offered Moses the chance to stay with 
them. Moses discovered that Reuel was not only the leader of the 
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nomadic group, but was also the High Priest of his tribe, a tribe 
whose ancestors were the followers of ATEN, and had themselves 
fled from the city Akhetaten, as exiles, more than half a century 
ago. 

In the flickering firelight, with a canopy of stars above in a jet-black 
sky, Reuel told Moses his story, and repeated to Moses the legends 
of RA and ATEN, which Moses had already heard when growing 
up in the city. 

Moses stayed with the nomads, and during the months that 
followed, Reuel talked deeply about his religion, history, and way 
of life, to Moses, who came to understand and believe all that he 
was discovering. He now became an even more steadfast believer in 
the religion of Aten. 


Moses went with the tribe wherever they went, and became a 
nomad himself. He married Reuel’s daughter, Zipporah, and they 
had a son who was called Gershom, which means, “I am an exile 
here”. But Moses was not satisfied with his new life. He felt 
compelled to do something positive with his belief that there was 
only one God, and that God was a protector who would guide the 
people who would believe. 


During his nomadic wanderings, (which weren’t actually aimless at 
all; the nomads followed an annual route which regularly brought 
them back to the oasis where Moses had first met Zipporah) - 
Moses had been able to slip into the Egyptian capital city with 
Reuel, and was re-introduced to the secret Atenist sect members 
there. He also learned that the Hebrew slaves, whom he tried to help 
before, had arrived in Egypt with an early form of monotheistic 
religion. Although on the surface, and for a quiet life, they were 
easily converted to the pagan polytheism of their masters, they had 
in fact been easy converts for the Atenists, and the underground 
sect of Aten was growing fast, with many Hebrew believers. 

One night, out in the desert, away from the campfires, Moses sat 
under the star canopy that had been with him ever since he went 
into exile. Gazing up into the void, he heard a voice telling him to 
free the Hebrews. It all came to him suddenly in a vision:- 


Moses, you must go back into the city and lead the Hebrews out of 


The Watchers 33 


slavery, out of Egypt, and into a promised land, a land of milk and 
honey. 


He stayed away from the camp all night, thinking of all that he must 
do. As the dawn crept grey, then red, then gold, over the desert, he 
stood and faced the sun, promising his God that he would complete 
this great task that had been set before him. Moses returned to the 
city with his wife Zipporah and their son Gershom, and was 
introduced to Aaron the Levite (a member of the priestly family in 
the Hebrew community), already converted to become a prominent 
member of the Atenist sect. When Moses explained his vision of 
leading the Hebrews to freedom, Aaron agreed with it, and arranged 
for secret meetings with all the elders of the Hebrews, those who 
already believed in Aten and those who did not. At these meetings 
Moses re-emphasised his faith and his vision, and how he had been 
instructed by Aten to lead the Hebrews out of Egypt into a better 
place, the promised land. 


Who was Moses? We have, thus far, always described Moses as an 
Egyptian. However, the authors of the Old Testament of the Bible 
go to extremely long and improbable lengths to explain that Moses 
was actually a Hebrew, not an Egyptian. 


In the Old Testament Moses is shown to be a Hebrew. Why should 
this be? Maybe the fact that he was an Egyptian Prince was a 
political embarrassment to the Hebrews? The saviour of your people 
and the most famous national hero is a foreigner? Not quite 
Politically Correct. But, the origins of Moses could not be hidden, 
his “foreign” ways and mannerisms needed to be explained. 


So the story of Moses (the Hebrew) being found in the bulrushes 
(and brought up as an Egyptian) was told, allowing him to be a 
Hebrew after all. 


However, some other “foreign” things about Moses were not 
covered up with such complex stories. It is simply remarked in the 
Bible, with no further explanation, that Moses did not speak 
directly to the Hebrews himself, but that Aaron spoke on his behalf. 
Orthodox commentators have explained this by suggesting that 
Moses had a speech impediment (maybe a stutter), and was not a 
good public speaker. I propose it was due to the fact that Moses, 
being born an Egyptian, did not speak the Hebrew language fluently 
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at that time? 


Nevertheless, whoever addressed the Hebrews, it did not take much 
to win the people over to the plot of leaving the Egyptians. Hebrews 
were never going to get anywhere as slaves in Egypt, so their 
leaders spread the word that they should secretly prepare for a long 
and dangerous trip. 


The Atenist sect members joined in the plans to depart, but a 
minority group amongst the Hebrews felt that an approach should 
be made to the Pharaoh for permission to leave - after all, he 
seemed a reasonably fair ruler. This misguided group only caused 
the Pharaoh to take measures to prevent his slaves leaving. He 
issued severe restrictions on their movements, and worked them 
harder. Various conflicts arose, described in detail in the Bible, 
such as plagues, competitions in magic between Aaron & Moses 
and the priests of the Pharaoh, and eventually severe punishments 
against the Hebrews. Soon the Hebrews were united in their bid for 
freedom. 


Their opportunity came in 1268 BCE, when the Pharaoh went off 
with his army to fight the Hittites (the campaign was a complete 
disaster, one of Egypt’s worst military defeats). Moses, Aaron, the 
Atenist sect members, and the Hebrews who had by now adopted 
the religion of Aten, left the city stealthily one night, and met up 
with Reuel and his tribe on the edge of the marshes that stretched 
away from the city. The group consisted of about 600 armed men 
together with wives, parents, children, and belongings. They took 
no livestock because the goats and chickens could not be kept quiet, 
but Reuel had promised to supply them with what they needed 
when they reached the other side of the marshes. In all, there must 
have been about 2,500 people setting out on their bid for freedom. 


Only a short while after the Hebrews had left, the Pharaoh came 
back from his disastrous campaign. Not in too good a mood 
anyway, he was told that his slaves had escaped “en masse”. In a 
rage, he called down the wrath of his many gods on the run-away 
slaves, and supported this by sending over 600 fully armed chariots 
to go after them. 


By this time Reuel and tribe members were leading the Egyptian 
group through the marshes, showing them the firm ground paths 
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that only the nomads knew well. The Pharaoh’s men, weighed down 
with armour and in heavy chariots, stormed into the marshes, 
hoping to assuage their Pharaoh’s wrath about the failure of the 
Hittite campaign. But the ground, which appeared to be perfectly 
solid, started breaking up, and one by one the chariots floundered in 
the lethal mud and water in the Sea of Reeds. Reuel’s men attacked 
the Pharaoh’s army under their own terms, and the survivors 
staggered back to the city, having lost their horses, chariots, and 
weapons. Two military disasters following each other were too 
much for the Pharaoh — he called it a day and let the Hebrews go. 
After all, they hadn’t all left, and those that stayed could be made to 
work harder... 


So, Moses, Aaron and his group were left in the wilderness, 
searching for a land of their own, which God had promised to 
Moses, and which Moses believed was out there waiting for them. 


The stories about the forty years that Moses and his people were 
“Jost” in the wilderness take up a major part of the book of 
Deuteronomy in the Old Testament. Stories such as; the tablets on 
which the ten commandments were written by God, the burning 
bush from where God spoke to Moses, the incident of the golden 
calf, the mysterious food ““manna” which they found in the desert. 


But of all these stories, the most mysterious is the Ark of the 
Covenant. (This is a separate and completely different thing to the 
Ark of Noah; both use the word in its original meaning of 
“container’’). 


Moses built his Ark to specific dimensions and design instructions 
given to him by God. A certain group of priests were given the 
specific task of looking after the Ark. But the Ark was not the 
actual object they were looking after, the Ark was a container for 
that object, and that object was the Lord of Time, the original 
Monstrance, passed down from Akhenaten to Moses. 


We are given the details of the size of the Ark, and told about its 
supreme importance to Moses and his people, the Israelites. We are 
told that it is a monstrous and powerful weapon that is used to 
defeat the enemies of the Israelites, the most important item they 
own. But The Ark of the Covenant, built by Moses to hold the 
“Lord of Time” suddenly, and without explanation, disappears from 


36 Dr. P. L. Spice 


the bible stories. No explanation about where it went or what 
happened to it. 


In one chapter it is there, the next it is gone. (The history of the Ark 
of the Covenant what happened to it, and where it is now, is 
exposed in a later chapter of this book). 


But The Ark of the Covenant of Moses is not the only sudden and 
mysterious disappearance in the Old Testament. 


Moses himself was the “Chosen One of God”, and God spoke to the 
Hebrews through Moses, giving them guidance and encouragement 
to keep searching for the Promised Land. Moses led them out of 
captivity, gave them commandments from God, and led them to the 
promised land. Moses is one of the most important and significant 
persons in the entire Old Testament, accepted as a major prophet by 
Jews, Christians and Muslims. 


Yet Moses suddenly disappears from written and traditional history, 
and we are not even told when, how, or where he died, (What 
actually happened to Moses we shall investigate in a later chapter). 
But what does the bible say about Moses? According to the Old 
testament, Moses was denied entry into the Promised Land by God, 
(Deut 32:48-52), but he not only suddenly disappears, he just stops 
being mentioned in the Old Testament, - “no man knoweth of his 
sepulchre unto this day” (Deut 34:6), is all we are told. 


What do Church scholars have to say about this? Peake, in his 
“Commentary on the Bible”, states that Moses’ final resting place is 
unknown, and John Chrysostom in his Homily 26 on Hebrews, 
whilst admitting he doesn’t know, suggests he has heard rumours 
by asking - “Does not the body of Moses lie buried in some far- 
away place in the East?” 


Perhaps there is something in John Chrysostom’s suspicion? There 
are Kashmiri traditions, written and oral, affirming that Moses 
came to Kashmir, a far-away place in the East, and was buried 
there. Abdul Qadir says that “Moses arrived in Kashmir and people 
listened to him. Some believed, some did not”. He reports this 
fascinating concept from the “Haashmat-i-Kashmir’”. The people of 
Kashmir call the tomb of Moses “The Sanctuary of the People of 
the Book”, and it is situated on the mountaintop of Niltoop. Several 
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local places are known as “Mugqam-i-Musa” - the place of Musa, or 
Moses. (Niltoop is about eight miles north east of Bandijuir, and 
the tomb of Moses can reportedly be seen there today. The exact 
location is given as 74° 40’ east, 34° 27’ north, although I have not 
visited this site myself to validate this.) 


Did Moses after he had suddenly and mysteriously left the 
Israelites, travel east and set up a small community in Kashmir? 
Were the descendants of Moses visited hundreds of years later by 
the descendants of the original Atenist sect members that Moses 
had left behind when he came to Kashmir? 


These descendants of the Atenist sect members who left Egypt with 
Moses are known to us today as the Essenes, the writers of the 
famous Dead Sea Scrolls. The ancient scrolls are one of the most 
important religious discoveries ever made. They contain the oldest 
original written versions of many books of the Bible’s Old 
Testament. In fact, fragments of all except one of the books of the 
Old Testament (Esther), have been found at Qumran, the main 
centre of the Essenes in Palestine. 


But who were the Essenes? The few people who have actually heard 
of them, think of them as a mysterious sect of fanatics, living in 
secluded monasteries in the desert and writing things like the Dead 
Sea Scrolls, but somehow mixed up with their Sunday School 
pictures of Jesus Christ, in long flowing white robes and long hair. 


One researcher, George F Jowett, writes of them as “the most 
cultured and learned religious order existing before the birth of 
Christ, free from the contamination of power politics or orthodox 
religion. They were the greatest truth seekers of their time.” 


They were, in fact, keepers of the “Lord of Time”, and guardians of 
the religion of ATEN, they believed their mission was to keep alive 
the first monotheistic religion in its original form. 


Historically, apart from the written evidence in the Dead Sea 
Scrolls, we know very little about the group of people under the 
umbrella name of “Essenes’’. By the time of Jesus Christ, there were 
communities of these Essenes in many isolated places across what 
we now call the Holy Land, where the groups could practise their 
religion and beliefs, cut off from what they considered to be the 
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wicked world. Probably the most famous Essene community of this 
kind is the one at Qumran, on the shores of the Dead Sea. This was 
the headquarters of the communities, and also the place where, 
some 1900 years later, the “Dead Sea Scrolls” would be discovered. 


However, not all the Essene communities were so esoteric as to shut 
themselves away, and Essene initiates could be found living and 
working in the towns and cities too, thus keeping their “brothers” in 
touch with the politics and mood of the moment. This dual 
existence has much in common with the Cathars, the biggest threat 
to the Roman Church that ever happened, and whose followers were 
cruelly massacred across France, under the orders of the Pope, 
hundreds of years later. 


It has been remarked by scholars that the story of Jesus of Nazareth 
being anointed with precious ointment from an alabaster box 
(Matthew 26:7, John 11:2, and Mark 14:3), hints of a shadowy 
source of great wealth behind those close to Jesus. This theory is 
given more weight when we consider that Jesus’ body was put to 
rest in a rich man’s tomb, in an exclusive garden area of Jerusalem. 
Could this shadowy source of wealth have been the Essenes? 


The Essenes were indeed a secretive, aesthetic group who watched 
the rising of the sun, and believed that there was a hidden truth 
(gnosis) in the ancient writings, which was only known to the elect 
few initiates. They wore long robes, let their hair grow, and were 
feared and respected by the authorities. They had political power 
and a popular following, due to their medical knowledge. They 
must have had many rich and powerful “sponsors”, who benefited 
at the least from their medical abilities. 


The Essenes were the descendants of an earlier, equally shadowy 
sect that came from Egypt - the Therapeutae. This sect practised 
healing, as the Essenes also practised healing, with much 
knowledge of herbs and minerals received from the Ancient 
Egyptians - their original teachers. (In fact the Essenes also had a 
great reputation of healing by “the laying on of hands’). Philo, 
writing in the first century CE, says that the Therapeutae “had 
writings of ancient men who were the founders of the sect” 
(Contemplative Life i,2). Philo also said they believed in “One 
Divine Reality, never created but eternal, beyond the capability of 
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language to describe”. However, nothing can be found in written 
history about the origin - or the fate of - the Therapeutae. They did 
not leave us such marvellous documents as the Dead Sea Scrolls. 


An interesting comment on the Essenes came from Charles 
Guignebert, Professor of History at The Sorbonne, in 1935: 


“Their incantation on watching the rising sun alone indicates that, 
in their belief, the sun was not only the source of daylight, but a 
conscious cosmic force. There is thus at least a presumption in 
favour of the existence among the Essenes of worship of cosmic 
powers. We sense that we are here touching an essential point 
and we are greatly chagrined at not seeing it more clearly.” 


When Guigenbert wrote these words, he did not have access to the 
modern knowledge of Akhenaten and the new religion introduced 
into Ancient Egypt. 


Guigenbert thought that the Essenes had access to, or understanding 
of, some cosmic force, and was annoyed at not being able to put his 
finger on it. As this story unfolds, we shall see that there is indeed a 
force to be reckoned with, and how it was used to attempt to heal 
the most famous Essene of all time. It is the “Lord of Time” handed 
down from Akhenaten to Moses, kept inside the Ark of the 
Covenant, and then passed on to the Essenes. It later became known 
as the Holy Grail, and is indeed a cosmic force to be reckoned with. 


Alongside the legend of Moses, there is another legend in Kashmir, 
telling of how Jesus himself visited the tomb of Moses, after Jesus 
had survived the crucifixion. But the dates do not add up - the 
evidence shows that a man dressed in long robes, with long hair and 
a relatively fair complexion, did indeed visit Kashmir sometime 
around 80 BCE. Was this an Essene, who was later confused with 
Jesus himself? 


Back at Qumran, on the shores of the Dead Sea, the Essenes were 
preparing for The Day of Visitation, when Good would overcome 
Evil and usher in the New Age. They needed to retrieve knowledge 
and ancient texts, taken to Kashmir by Moses, and so in the first 
century BCE sent an expedition to fetch it. 


Kashmiri legend says that, while they were there, the leader of the 
Essene group, who was called Isa, met a Rajah out walking one day 
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in Voyen, near Srinagar. The Rajah politely questioned the Essene 
on his reasons for being there, and was told “my mission is to purify 
religion and follow the principles of Truth”. Impressed with this 
reply, the Rajah continued to ask the Essene, who he now called 
Nazir, (or Holy Man), more questions. He received an even more 
enigmatic reply - “Oh Rajah, I hail from a faraway land. I want to 
teach love, truth and purity of heart. I will teach men to serve God, 
who is at the centre of the sun, and all elements”. 


This legend appears in the ancient Sanskrit document the 
Bhavishya Mahapurana, written around 115 CE. The Holy Man, or 
Nazir, is specifically called Isa. Isa is the original Aramaic version 
of the name of the man we now know, in the West, as Jesus. It is 
easy to imagine the legend being transposed until it became Jesus 
himself who visited Kashmir. 


But is it feasible that Essenes from the Dead Sea travelled overland 
to Kashmir in 100 BCE? Without doubt such a journey was 
possible. Although it took a long time, men made extensive 
journeys, either by land or sea, well over two thousand years ago. 
The Vikings, to give one example, thought little of going on a three 
year round trip “pilgrimage” from Europe to Jerusalem and back. 


Was there ever a leader of the group 
known as Isa, and what were the basic 
principals of his teachings? These 
questions have been somewhat 
answered by the discovery of the Dead 
Sea Scrolls, and further enhanced by 
other ancient Gnostic writings such as 
the Nag Hamadi “library”. 


The Essenes taught of a New Age, an 
era that would have, as its foundation, 
the principles of overcoming evil 
through good, the triumph of light over 
darkness, and the steadfast belief in the 





One and only God. 


The Essene Grand Master in the early years of the first century 
C.E., taught these principles, and one of his most famous sermons, 
in the format that it originally came down through the ages to us, is 
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known as “the Sermon on the Mount”. 


“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth........ ” This 
sermon was found in the Dead Sea Scrolls. Was the Essene Grand 
Master the man we know today as Jesus Christ? 

If so, who was Jesus? Why did he, if he was the leader of the 
Essenes - “The Teacher of Righteousness”, Zadok, the Nazarene, - 
decide to risk everything and come out into the open after his 
beliefs had been kept secret for more than one thousand years, since 
Akhenaten passed them on through the Atenists to Moses? 


a es ae 
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CHAPTER 4 
The Nazarene 


“Go thy way; and as thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee”. 
Said J esus, as reported in the Gospel of Saint M atthew, 8:13. 


Who was this Jesus, known as the Christ? What a strange question, 
most people would ask, he must be known to everyone, one of the 
major religions of the world is named after him - Christianity! But 
what actual historical information is there about this Jesus? 


Outside of Christian writings, (that is, the New Testament of the 
Bible), almost nothing is known from contemporary information 
about Jesus the Nazarene. Let us imagine that we know only his 
name, not Christ or Messiah, which only tells us what people 
thought of him, but his everyday name - Jesus the Nazarene. What 
could we learn from this? 


Nazarene is the single English translation of two different words 
used in the New Testament, Nazarenos and Nazoraios. Nazarenos is 
generally accepted as meaning “Nazarene”, that is coming from the 
village of Nazareth. At first this seems normal - in the New 
Testament we have many examples of this e.g. Simon of Cyrene, 
Joseph of Arimathea, etc., but Cyrene and Arimathea were major 
towns, and Nazareth was not. It is a tiny village in Galilee, not 
mentioned outside the New Testament until 200 CE. Calling Jesus 
“Nazarenos” would not serve any purpose. If I was known as Paul 
of Llansadwrn, this would only be meaningful in a small local area, 
therefore it seems unusual to call such an important man 
Nazarenos. 


During the trial of Jesus, some of his disciples are recognised as 
being Galilean, but not as Nazarenos. None of Jesus’ brothers 
mentioned in the Gospels are called Nazarenos, so we have an 
unusual title used specifically for Jesus, and sometimes used in a 
stranger Greek form, Nazoraios. 
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Also, the persistent title that implies Jesus was from Nazareth must 
be an important title, because it contradicts the orthodox belief that 
Jesus was born in Bethlehem. Jesus is never called “Jesus of 
Bethlehem”. 


Are the two versions of the title ‘Nazarene’ actually 
interchangeable, are they used randomly to describe Jesus, or is 
there some other hidden meaning implied? Is this a biblical pun? 


When are the two titles for Jesus used in the Bible? An analysis 
shows that the term Nazarenos is used when describing Jesus as a 
“normal person”. However, Nazoraios is used to emphasise the 
super-human nature of Jesus. For example, when Mary Magdalene 
went to the sepulchre as the sun was rising, she saw a young man in 
white robes sitting in the empty tomb. He said, “Ye seek Jesus the 
Nazarene (Nazoraios) who was crucified; he is risen, he is not here” 
(Mark 16:6). See also John 18:5, Luke 24:19, Acts 22:8, 3:6, 4:10, 
and Matthew 2:23, where Jesus is called “Nazoraios” all of which 
emphasise Jesus’ other-than-normal powers. 


Is this title used for anyone else in the Bible? In the Old Testament 
books of Judges (13:5) and Numbers (6:2), a similar word 
“Nazarite” is used with the meaning of “Holy One”. A famous 
Nazarites was Samson, whose long hair was his undoing. 
Interestingly, Jesus is always portrayed as having long flowing hair, 
this was a characteristic of the Essenes. 


So, does this evidence indicate that Jesus was called the Nazarene 
because of the word play on Nazarite; a pun in the New Testament! 
Jesus the Nazarene was indeed a powerful holy man, seen by his 
contemporaries as a Nazir, an initiated Holy Man - not in any way a 
poor peasant from Nazareth. 


During the trial, Peter is noticed by the authorities as having a 
“Nazarene” accent, a country bumpkin way of speaking, but this is 
never mentioned when Jesus speaks. In John chapter 7, verse 15, 
the Scribes cry out in alarm “how does this common man know the 
Scriptures so well?” 


Jesus the Nazarene, the Holy Man, Jesus the Essene. The one 
chosen to purify religion, the man who did not act as the 
traditionally expected (Jewish) Messiah should. He believed more 
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in pacifism and not the nationalistic frenzy of the Zealots. “My 
Kingdom is not material” he tried to explain. In the Gospel of 
Thomas, discovered hidden in the desert in Egypt at Nag Hammadi, 
Jesus is asked by his disciples “What is the Kingdom of Heaven?” 


His reply, “The Kingdom of Heaven is inside you and it is outside 
you, the Kingdom of Heaven is spread out over the earth, but men 
do not see it. You can enter the Kingdom of Heaven when you 
make the two one, the inside like the outside and the outside like 
the inside, the above like the below.” Could this be an esoteric 
description of the Far- World? 


When everything came to a head, and Jesus was arrested by the 
authorities in Jerusalem, he was tried and convicted, not for 
claiming to be the Son of God, (which he never claimed to be in the 
New Testament), but for claiming to be the King of the Jews. This 
is clearly confirmed by the action of the Roman authorities:- 


“And they placed a plaque on the cross, describing his crime, it 
said King of the Jews.” 


Let us take a step back and try to see the incident objectively, the 
crucifixion of a person. 


In first century Roman Palestine, crucifixion was a part of everyday 
life, but was only used for political crimes against the Roman 
authorities. The Roman had established a legal system which was 
well organised and in use throughout the Empire. Under this 
system, “simple” death was not the ultimate punishment. It was a 
very cruel world, many crimes warranted the death sentence under 
Roman law, but some warranted even worse - crucifixion. Modern- 
day research into crucifixion has come up with the most horrific 
description of an intense and horribly prolonged agony, and finally 
death. 


First of all, the person sentenced to be crucified would have been 
weakened by beatings. When finally hung on the “cross” (actually 
more of a T shaped device), they would be in a terrible state of 
mental and physical exhaustion. 


What happens to a crucified person? Hanging up by his arms meant 
that the weight of the body would have caused severe restriction in 
breathing after a short while. To compensate for this, the victim 
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would have to transfer the weight of the body onto the legs in order 
to breathe. This would result in terrible cramps in the legs, and the 
weight of the body would have to be transferred back to the arms - 
causing problems with breathing again. 


This horrific transfer between cramps and pains in the legs and then 
in the arms would get worse and worse, the short time of relief 
between changing would become shorter and shorter, and, of 
course, sleep would be impossible. Most victims survived for 2 or 3 
days of this agony before finally dying of suffocation and 
exhaustion, after spastic muscle contractions of the chest gave the 
final pain. 


Sometimes the Romans had thousands of people crucified in one 
day, and this did not cause any special interest to the public. Why, 
then, did Pontius Pilate, the highest representative of Rome in 
Jerusalem, take such an interest in one crucifixion, the crucifixion 
of an insignificant rebel preacher from Nazareth, whose one offence 
was claiming to be King of the Jews? 


Pontius Pilate was the Roman Governor of a large area, an 
important man with many duties and responsibilities, yet he 
persistently tried not to convict Jesus, and even his wife asks for 
Jesus to be acquitted. Surely this shows, as we previously 
mentioned, that the Essenes had great influence in high places. 


Jesus also died so unusually quickly that it was not necessary to 
smash his leg bones, (a “mercy” given to some lucky people, it 
meant that the victim could not transfer the weight of his body to 
his legs, and therefore died within a relatively short time after the 
bones being smashed). 


When it was realised that Jesus was (apparently) already dead after 
less than one day hanging on the cross, what happened next is again 
out of keeping with the concept of a poor and lonely peasant dying 
in Jerusalem. 


Joseph of Arimathea, who according to Mark 1:4 and Luke 23:50, 
was a member of the local council (something like a Member of 
Parliament, or Senator), personally asked Pilate for the body of 
Jesus. The very fact that Joseph of Arimathea had access to Pilate 
and could speak to him personally in short notice is worthy of note 
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in itself. 


As G.F. Jowett writes; “contrary to the popular belief that Jesus was 
completely surrounded by enemies at that strange midnight trial, the 
light of recent findings prove it to have been very much otherwise”. 


The Romans normally left crucified bodies hanging until rotted 
away or devoured by birds, and this was very much the deterrent 
aspect of the punishment. A plate describing the crime of the 
person, was attached to the cross, and therefore showed what would 
happen to anyone else with similar ideas. 


Only a special request from a good friend and contact of the 
Governor of the area could hope to obtain permission to remove the 
body of a criminal at all, let alone within hours of the crucifixion. 
But that improbable event occurred in the case of the crucifixion of 
Jesus of Nazareth. 


Joseph of Arimathea personally requested to take down the body 
from the cross, and interred it personally in his own sepulchre. Why 
was the body of an unknown, insignificant peasant and convicted 
criminal laid to rest in the tomb of a Senator? Even the Gospels 
note that this was unlikely, and try to explain the anomaly by saying 
that Joseph “already knew Jesus and His teachings” (Mark 27:7), 
“but secretly” (John 19:38). 


According to the Lost Gospel of Peter, Joseph of Arimathea was 
“the friend of both Pontius Pilate and of the Lord Jesus” (verse 2). 
This interesting Gospel is only known to modern scholars by a 
partial copy found in the village of Akhim in the Valley of the 
Upper Nile, in 1886, but it is considered by many to be extremely 
important. The Gospel of Peter was referred to by Serapion, Bishop 
of Antioch in 190 CE, by Origen in 253 CE, by Eusebius, Bishop 
of Caesarea in 300 CE, and by Theodoret in his “Religious History” 
of 455 CE. However, it had been lost completely until part of it was 
discovered in 1886. The Reverend D. H. Stanton writes “the 
conclusion with which we are confronted is that the Gospel of Peter 
once held a place of honour, comparable to that assigned to the 
Four Gospels, perhaps even higher than some of them”. 


So, the body of Jesus the Nazarene was taken, without a bone 
broken, and with no decomposition, to the specially prepared tomb, 
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owned by Joseph of Arimathea, and which was called the Garden of 
Joseph (Gospel of Peter, verse 6). As predicted in the Scriptures, 
and by Jesus himself, the Essenes believed that Jesus would be 
revived on the third day. It may be that his actual “disciples” did 
not believe or understand this prediction. What could have 
happened that is not included in the Gospel accounts we have 
today? 


In the early hours of the morning, on the third day after Jesus the 
Nazarene had been crucified, before the sun rose, a very small band 
of Essenes, the inner circle, lead by Joseph of Arimathea, went to 
the tomb of their Master. (They thought they we alone, but someone 
was watching them, hidden at the edge of the garden.) They had 
brought with them the awesome “Lord of Time”, but were all very 
nervous about using it without the guidance of their master. As the 
first beams of sunlight shone into the garden, and entered the 
Tomb, they uttered the prayer of Akhenaten: 


Welcome Father of Fathers and of all Gods, 
Many faced one, whose body one does not know, 
Who is warm of limb and shines in the sun disc, 
Who daily overthrows his enemies. 


When the first rays of the bright morning sun touched the centre of 
the “Lord of Time” there was a terrifying flash of cosmic energy! 
The blinding light filled the rock tomb, and the very air seemed 
alive with flashes and sparks. When their eyes had recovered from 
the shock, the small group approached the body, half hoping, but 
half fearing, that it would rise before them, alive. 


But something had gone very wrong. The rock shelf on which the 
body of the Nazarene had been laying was empty! The shroud was 
still there, but the body had disappeared. 

The cosmic burst of energy had “scorched” the burial linen, but, 
instead of reviving the body, it blasted Jesus, by some unknown 
power, into the Far-World, the Timeless Zone, so close but so far 
away. 

As the light grew stronger, the awful reality slowly sank into the 
minds of Joseph and his accomplices. They could not stay in the 
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garden one moment longer, so the Essenes decided to take the 
“Lord of Time” back to their headquarters for safe keeping. 


Suddenly, as they were leaving, the terrified Mary Magdalene, who 
had been watching from her hiding place, burst out into the open. 
This shocked the Essene group, and in their panic to get away, they 
left behind the shroud, but one of the Essenes realised and rushed 
back to get it. Mary Magdalene had the amazing courage to 
confront the man, but in her state of shock, she did not know if the 
person she saw was a gardener, an Angel, or even Jesus himself 
risen from the dead. The Essene told her to calm down, that Jesus 
had gone, but would, as promised, rise again on the third day (Luke 
24:7). 

In fact, Mary had arrived much earlier, whilst it was still dark, and 
had heard movement at the tomb. She was very scared, and did not 
disturb the Essenes, but ran back to Simon Peter, crying out “They 
are stealing the body from the sepulchre”, (John 20:1). Luckily for 
Joseph and his band, none of the disciples believed Mary 
Magdalene. She then went back to the garden on her own, hid in the 
corner, and saw what happened. 


Eventually the disciples did go to the tomb, after Mary had once 
again returned in panic. And they saw that the body of their master 
had indeed “disappeared”. 


After witnessing the violent crucifixion of their Master, the 
disciples were already in a very disorientated state, fearing for their 
own lives. It is difficult to express the feelings they must have had 
in those early days after the death of Jesus - everything that they 
had believed in, had fought for, and had risked all for, collapsed 
around them. 


Jesus, their leader had been crucified. It appeared that he had not 
risen from the dead after three days, and above all, his body had 
disappeared! 


After the shock had worn off, they listened to the story that Mary 
Magdalene had to tell about the stranger in the garden. This gave 
them the straw they needed to clutch at. So Jesus was not dead, he 
had gone away, and he had risen from the grave. The absence of a 
body no longer caused them utter despair because it had not been 


The Watchers 49 


stolen, Jesus had indeed risen as he promised Filled with a 
newfound hope, the Disciples started spreading the news that Jesus 
had risen from the dead, and their faith in this statement caused the 
birth of Early Christianity. 


However, the story and information that Mary Magdalene told them 
did not quite fit in with what they wanted to believe. Mary wrote 
her own Gospel, but this was later suppressed and not included in 
the New Testament as we have today. Attempts to destroy the 
Gospel of Mary almost succeeded, but we do have some sections of 
it. 

The Gospel According to Mary Magdalene was found in Egypt over 
a hundred years ago, where it had been hidden for safekeeping by, 
probably, an Essene. Pages | to 6 of the manuscript, (containing 
chapters 1 — 3), were missing. The text discovered starts on page 7, 
which is Chapter 4, the last part of verse 21 


21) oven heats will matter then be destroyed or not? 

22) The Saviour said, all nature, all formations, all 
creatures exist in and with one another, and they will be 
resolved again into their own roots. 

23) For the nature of matter is resolved into the roots of 
its own nature alone. 


As we have seen before, ancient esoteric writings have a familiar 
ring of understanding when we look at the latest theory of the 
universe, the String/M Theory. The nature of matter is indeed 
resolved into the roots of its own nature alone. (This is expanded in 
later chapters). 


Mary’s story did not become part of the New Christian Church, but 
her belief and faith did continue, in distant lands, as we shall see 
later in this book. 


At first, in the months that followed the awesome events in the 
Garden of Gethsemane, the Essenes only observed in silence, as the 
new “religion of Christ” expanded. Perhaps they thought it would 
produce prime candidates for Essene membership. However, the 
doctrines of the disciples were not in line with the teachings of the 
Essenes, and when Saint Paul further developed his own version of 
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the teachings of Jesus, the Essenes realised the two were not 
compatible. 


The belief developed that Jesus was actually the Son of God, even a 
God himself, and this gave the leaders of the early Church the 
authority that they were speaking on behalf of God, through the Son 
of God. In fact, Jesus himself is never recorded as saying this, and 
he always made the point that his power was from and through 
God, and not directly from himself (see, for example, Luke 9:39). 


When the term “Son of God” is used in the New Testament, it 
should be understood that it did not then have the Christological 
implications that it now has. The Greek word for “son” does, as 
does the Latin word “puer’, mean both son and servant. Mr. 
Osborne, in his book “Christ and the Early Church”, investigates 
this idea, and comes to the following conclusion: 


“There is not good evidence that Jesus called himself Son of God, 
but if he did, he certainly did not use it either in the Christian sense, 
or as an equivalent of Messiah, but simply as ‘a man (or servant) of 
God’.” 

Jesus worked for God as a servant, and was, therefore, a son of 
God. To be treated as a God himself was not in any way what Jesus 
wanted. Many times he made the point that his power came through 
him, from God, and not from him as a god. He always claimed to be 
an ordinary man, like you or me, and emphasised that by belief and 
training, God gives men power over evil, but this power always 
came through and from God 


During his life, Jesus was considered and treated as an ordinary 
man. “Is not this man the carpenter’s son?” (Matthew 13:5) 
indicates to us what the majority of local contemporary people 
thought of Jesus. 


But back on the shores of the Dead Sea, as the early Christian 
Churches were being established, the Essenes decided, in the light 
of what the disciples were beginning to believe, to visit them and 
explain what had really happened. 


Jesus had brothers and sisters, (which, to the surprise of many 
Christians, is clearly mentioned in the New Testament), and one of 
these brothers was given the task of explaining to the disciples what 
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had really happened. As would be expected, Jesus’ brother bore a 
family resemblance to him, and also being an Essene had long hair 
and similar clothes. Were the events reported as post-crucifixion 
appearances of Jesus, in fact, his brother communicating to the 
disciples? 


Let us examine the descriptions of these appearances of Jesus after 
the crucifixion, which appear in the Gospels, (the only source we 
have). Mark’s Gospel, the oldest of the Four Gospels, originally 
contained no account of appearances. The Markian accounts of 
appearances are all in the last twelve verses (Mark 16:9-20), but 
this Gospel originally ended at verse eight of chapter sixteen, and 
the extra verses were added sometime in the second century. 


The accounts vary considerably, and often Jesus was not at first 
recognised by his disciples. We drift into Christian blasphemy, but 
could it be that they were actually meetings between post- 
crucifixion disciples and Essenes, and it was these stories that gave 
credence to the story of Jesus himself being resurrected? 


One particular appearance, in Luke 24:13-31, tells of two disciples 
who think (later) that they have met Jesus on the road. The person 
that they meet questions them about their belief, and asks what they 
know of Jesus. Significantly, they reply that Jesus the Nazarene was 
a prophet, not that he was the Son of God. These questions seemed 
so strange, that the disciples ask the stranger where he has been, not 
to have heard of Jesus. The stranger then tells them they are fools, 
who do not understand, and “expounded into them in all the 
scriptures the things concerning Jesus” (Luke 24:27). Only 
afterwards did the disciples conclude that they had actually seen 
the resurrected Jesus, and then tell the others. Surely they would 
have recognised him immediately if it actually was Jesus? 


Stories and reports like this caused the hysteria of the first 
Christians to grow, stoked rather than dampened by the attempts of 
Jesus’ brothers. Belief in the Christ arisen formed the basis of the 
first split in the Early Christian Church, and a new church arose, 
which Jesus would never have wanted to start. 


The persecution of the early Christians began almost immediately 
after the crucifixion of Jesus, (as described in Acts 5:18), but 
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strangely enough, this opposition came from the authorities, not the 
common people. As we now know, the Essenes had extremely 
powerful contacts in local government, and it would have been 
through these channels that their efforts to contain the “alternative” 
new religion were directed. 


From the perspective of a Messiah, Jesus’ mission had failed. His 
last words on the cross were “My God, My God, why hast thou 
forsaken me?”. Do these words confirm this failure? These 
despairing words have puzzled Christians for centuries, but what if 
the failure was one of timing; perhaps the world was not ready yet 
for the great truths that he knew and was prepared to teach. 


Despite efforts by the Essenes to suppress the new religion, called 
“Christianity”, Jesus Christ became known and worshiped as the 
one and only Son of God, who freed man of his sins. His new band 
of followers increased under the leadership of Paul of Tarsus, and 
spread across the Roman Empire. 


The question of whether Jesus was a god, or the son of god, or a 
just man, caused many splits in the developing Church. 


That Jesus was the Son of God, one part of the “Holy Trinity”, and 
an equal part of God himself, was only finally accepted as doctrine 
by the Church at the Council of Nicea, three hundred years later. 


As the new religion grew, the Essenes quietly went back to their 
secret temples, and, according to history, nothing is known of them 
after 90 CE - and very little would still have been known about 
them if the Dead Sea Scrolls had not been hidden away and 
discovered nearly two thousand years later. 


The new religion of “Christianity”, which is the basis of modern 
Christianity, (as opposed to the ancient monotheism actually taught 
by Jesus), was started by Saul of Tarsus. Saul, later to be known as 
Saint Paul, was born in Tarsus in 10 CE, and was a Pharisee, one of 
the religious groups who were vehemently against Jesus and his 
preachings. 


Saint Paul himself never actually met Jesus, and became a 
“convert” only after Jesus was crucified. At that time, James, the 
brother of Jesus, had already taken over as the leader of the Essene 
Church of Jesus in Jerusalem. Saint Paul, with his blend of Greek 
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and Roman mythology, established his own church, and the two 
groups were soon in conflict with each other. 


For convenience, I shall refer to the Essene Church of James as 
“Tsaism” and “Isaenes’, after the original name of Jesus in Aramaic, 
which was Isa. 


The Church of Saint Paul became the Roman Christian Church, so I 
shall refer to them as the “Christians”, or the followers of Jesus the 
Christ as described by Saint Paul, not Isa the Essene. 


Most of the major differences between the two churches developed 
later, but an early cause for dispute was the acceptance of Gentiles, 
(that is, non-Jews), into the church. Isa was a Jew, and taught 
within the Jewish tradition. He followed the Laws of Moses. Jesus 
followed the Jewish dietary laws, (therefore he did not eat pork or 
pig products, as was customary). He was also circumcised, (this is 
another link back to the ancient Egyptians, they were the first 
people known to practice circumcision). 


Jesus followed the laws of Moses. He is clearly reported as saying 
that he did not come to change “one jot or tittle of the Law of 
Moses”. When he was accused of breaking the law of non-working 
on the Sabbath day, (he picked some corn in a field and chewed it), 
he used theological arguments in his defence, but, significantly, he 
did not deny the validity of the law. 


Saint Paul was a “Hellenised Jew’, and he found his converts in the 
many diverse non-Jewish peoples in Palestine at that time. Paul 
needed to admit Gentiles into his new Church, to get as many 
members as possible, so he decided to allow them to eat pork and 
not need to be circumcised. James, on the other hand, insisted that 
his followers adhere to the Laws of Moses. 


In 49 CE, James and Paul met formally in Jerusalem, and an 
agreement was made whereby Gentiles could be admitted into the 
Church (at this time it was still considered to be one Church), 
provided the new recruits abstained from three main points. These 
were; (1) no fornication, (2) no eating of strangled animals, and (3) 
no offering of food to idols. The two main points of serious 
contention, pork and circumcision, were conveniently left off the 
agenda. 
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Despite seeming to agree, over the next few years, the Isaene 
Church and the Christian Church began to split into two separate 
bodies. 


By 57 CE, when Saint Paul returned to Jerusalem, and started 
preaching Christianity, it was already so different from accepted 
Jewish practice that he was almost lynched by an angry mob. The 
Roman authorities had to put him in jail for his own protection, 
(Acts 21: 20-22). Paul was accused by the people of Jerusalem of 
telling them to forsake the Laws of Moses, not to circumcise their 
children, and not to observe Jewish customs. After Paul was finally 
released from jail in Jerusalem, he went on to preach Christianity in 
Rome. 


A few years later, in Jerusalem, James also came into conflict with 
the authorities, as had his brother Jesus. In 62 CE James was 
arrested, and executed, by being thrown off the top of the Temple 
into the Kidron valley below. The early church in Jerusalem was 
also having a tough time. 


Paul continued to preach his version of the new religion in Rome, 
until the Emperor Nero executed him in 67 CE. By then, although 
both the original leaders had been executed, and the two churches 
had irretrievably split, Pauline Christianity was growing at a fast 
rate, which was alarming the local Roman authorities. The Isaene 
version was also growing and had set up groups in Rome, 
worshiping in separate places to the Paulinists. 


Recent research has revealed a somewhat disturbing picture of the 
bitter rivalry between the two early churches. The traditional and 
accepted story of the Roman Emperor Nero blaming the Christians 
for the fire of Rome, and setting them up as scapegoats, has no 
actual basis in historical evidence. What does the bible say about 
this period in Rome? Very little, but this, in itself, is highly 
significant, in a similar way to the lack of biblical writings about 
the death of Moses. 


What probably happened is so embarrassing to the Roman church, 
that it was either not recorded in the first place, or the records were 
deleted later. The scant evidence that does exist points to a very 
bitter rivalry between the Pauline “Hellenised” Christian church 
and the Isaene “Jewish” Christian church. This rivalry was so 
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vicious that it appears the Pauline church establishment actually 
reported their “Isaene” Christian brothers to the Roman authorities. 
The Roman administration then conveniently executed them. 


Of course, Paul himself was executed in Rome, so it was not just 
the “Jewish” Christians who were persecuted, but there was 
absolutely no cooperation between the two “branches”. 


Paul’s followers, especially after his death, found it easier to get 
converts from the Romans and Greeks, and this branch eventually 
grew stronger, developing into, not the Church of Jerusalem, nor 
even the Church of Nazareth, but the Church of Rome. 


The Isaene church continued alongside the Pauline church, but 
dispersed and split, emerging later as various Gnostic Christian 
sects. (It was, for example, one of these more remote sects that 
buried the Nag Hammadi library in Egypt, and another that 
developed in the Cathars of Southern France.) 


So, in the first century after the deaths of both Paul and James, the 
Isaene church, founded by James, relocated from Jerusalem to 
Rome, survived the persecution of the Roman Emperor, and 
remained in open and often very bitter conflict with the Roman 
Church of Paul until the fourth century. After this time they were 
officially branded as heretics, and official persecution by the 
Roman church started, culminating in the terrible Albigensian 
Crusade of the thirteenth century, where hundreds of thousand of 
Cathars were burnt to death by fellow Christians. Under the direct 
orders of the Pope, the soldiers of the Holy Roman Church 
slaughtered a large percentage of the population in the south of 
France. These were not strange foreign people speaking a strange 
language, but the French-born inhabitants of established French 
towns and cities, peasants and aristocrats alike. 


After being formally “kicked out” of the Roman Church, what did 
the “Church of Isa”, founded by James the brother of Jesus, 
become? The various sects which developed in many different 
countries are now generally described by historians under the term 
“Gnostic”. They have two main departures from the orthodox 
beliefs of the Roman church, the first being that Jesus was not the 
Son of God. Jesus was a mortal son of Mary, who was filled with 
the spark of divine knowledge (gnosis), and this he taught to others, 
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in order to achieve communion with the Supreme Being, the one 
and only God. 


The second major difference in belief is the most fundamental. The 
Church of Isa announced that there is only one God. This seemingly 
simple statement is at the heart of both Jewish and Muslim 
theology, but a major cause for conflict with the Roman Church. 


The Roman Church developed the concept of the “Holy Trinity”, 
which, to the Gnostics, implied that God was not a single entity. 
This caused later splits in the Roman Church itself, and there are 
“Christian” sects and churches today that renounce the concept of 
the “Holy Trinity”. 


However, in the years after the crucifixion, the closest followers of 
Isa, the successor of Akhenaten, the Essene initiates, formed a 
small, third group. Caught up in the terrible Jewish revolution, and 
the bloody retribution meted out by the Roman army, the Essene 
group decided to disappear. They went underground, into a period 
of secret contemplation, taking their books and treasures with them, 
deep into the Sinai desert. 


In Rome, another major item of contention between the two 
churches was that the Isaenes admitted women into all positions of 
authority. This was a direct challenge to the male hierarchy of the 
Roman Church. A female Bishop was a concept that the Pope could 
not entertain, neither ten nor now! It is still not even on the 
Vatican’s agenda now, two thousand years later. 


The fundamental difference between the Roman Church and the 
original Church of James in Jerusalem is summed up by Sir 
Laurence Gardner, when he wrote, 


“Orthodox Christianity is not based on the teachings of Jesus; it 
is based on the teachings of the Roman Church (of Saint Paul), 
which are entirely different.” 


The Roman Church officially won the battle with the Gnostics at 
the Council of Nicea in 325 CE. Here, the priest Arius proposed his 
(Gnostic) belief that Jesus was not the actual Son of God, but 
derived from God as a part of the overall creation, and showed, by 
his example of a mortal man’s life, the achievement of the state of 
grace, or communion with the Supreme Being, the one and only 
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God. He put more simply, Jesus had “gnosis” or “the secret 
teachings handed down from before the flood”. 


This was voted out, and Jesus was declared, by majority vote, to be 
the “True God of true God, begotten not made, and of one 
substance with the Father’. Jesus was declared to be the Son of 
God, and therefore divine in himself, a God on earth. 


From then on, the Gnostics were officially declared to be heretics, 
and Roman Christians worshipped Jesus as the divine Son of God. 
There was to be no more open discussion about the matter, the 
Roman Church had made its decision. Heretics were to be burnt, 
along with all their books and scrolls. Back in Egypt, the Gnostics 
at Nag Hammadi made preparations for the safe-keeping of their 
books. 


Clement, the orthodox Roman Bishop of Alexander, in the fourth 
century, wrote this wonderful example of “double-speak” about the 
Gnostics; 


‘For even if they (Gnostics) should say anything true, one who 
loves the truth (that is, a Roman Christian ), should not, even so, 
agree with them. For not all true things are the truth, nor should that 
truth which merely seems to be true according to human opinion be 
preferred to the true truth, that truth according to the faith, (the 
Roman Christian orthodox truth). 


I find myself almost at a loss for words when I read _ this 
proclamation by a Christian Bishop, it is so bigoted and one-sided. 
No wonder the Gnostics decided to take a lower profile, or move to 
areas where the Roman Church did not wield such frighteningly 
absolute and arbitrary power. 


Gnostic communities went underground in all the areas controlled 
by the Roman Christians, and continued quietly in other areas. In 
about 350 CE, the documents known as the Nag Hammadi Library 
were sealed up and hidden away in Egypt, only to be discovered in 
the twentieth century. The Gospel of Thomas, one of the Nag 
Hammadi books, gives us an insight into the more aesthetic outlook 
of the Gnostics. 
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Have you discovered, then, the beginning, that you look 
for the end? 

For where the beginning is, the end shall be. 

Blessed is he who will take his place in the beginning: 
He will know the end and will not experience death. 


As mentioned before, the Essenes, realising that the political 
situation was developing into a nasty and bloody conclusion in 
Jerusalem, and the Romans would not tolerate “hostile” sects in 
their midst for much longer, made plans to move on. The fully 
initiated members of the sect of Akhenaten, the Perfecti, and the 
lay members, the Credentes, moved their headquarters away from 
the Roman Empire’s grip. Later, from their secret base in Sinai, two 
more areas, outside of the Middle East, were established and 
developed. Isaism already had established roots in the south of 
France, (becoming the Cathars or Albigensians), and England, (the 
church established by Joseph of Arimathea at Glastonbury). 


These two remote groups were established soon after the 
unsuccessful attempt at reviving the body of Jesus. Joseph of 
Arimathea set off to Marseilles, France, taking with him Mary the 
mother of Isa, Mary the Magdalene, Lazarus, Mary the sister of 
Lazarus, and a small group of Perfecti, to avoid the political 
situation developing in Jerusalem. He also took with him the “Lord 
of Time”, the device given by Aten to Akhenaten, and passed down 
the generations. Leaving Lazarus and the three Marys in France, 
Joseph then travelled on to meet his friends and business colleagues 
in England. 


In Glastonbury, Southern England, Joseph established and built an 
Isaene Gnostic church in 63 CE. Known as the Domus Dei, it is 
generally considered to be the first “Christian” church building ever 
constructed anywhere in the world. 

This Gnostic church grew and developed in England, without 
influence or hindrance from the Pope in Rome, for the next 600 
years. 

In fact, the father of the legendary King Arthur Pendragon of 


Britain was King Aedan, and he was the first British monarch to be 
installed by “Christian” priestly ordination. King Aedan was 
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crowned by Saint Columbkille (of the British Church), in 574 CE. 
However, this was not under instruction from, nor with the 
authority of, the Pope in Rome. When the Pope found out, he was 
infuriated by this undermining of his supreme absolute authority. 
We shall see later what action he took. 


Legend has it that King Arthur was buried in Glastonbury Abbey, 
and, of course it is closely linked with the legend of the Holy Grail, 
which we shall also investigate later. 


The Pope, worried about the rise of the Gnostics, especially in 
England, declared the destruction of heretics and heretical books to 
be a major program, and Saint Augustine was sent to England to 
“sort things out” in 597 CE. 


Augustine was not accepted gracefully, but in 600 CE declared 
himself, under the authority of the Pope, to be the leader of the 
British Church, and announced himself as the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. From then on, the Roman Christians, by intrigue, 
propaganda, clever politics, and deceit, became the official state 
religion and Orthodox Church in Britain. In 664 CE, during the 
Synod of Whitby, the bishops expropriated the Celtic/Gnostic 
festival of Eostre, with its Jewish Passover connections, and 
declared it to be Easter. 


In 900 CE the Roman Church declared that Joseph of Arimathea 
was the Uncle of the Virgin Mary, bringing him back into the 
orthodox fold. 


The Gnostic churches were persecuted “out of sight”, and it was not 
until 1208 that Pope Innocent III, concerned by the public 
popularity and growth of an alternative church, called for the first 
crusade against fellow-Christians, the Albigensian Crusade in the 
South of France, in the very area where Berenger Sauniere lived and 
worked. 


Zoé Oldenburg, in her highly recommended book “Massacre at 
Montsegur” gives a concise and readable overview of the situation:- 


“This crusade was the Roman Church’s response to the rapid 
growth of a rival Christian religion in the very heart of Christendom 
— the religion of the Cathars (or “pure ones”). These heretics drew 
their strength from the consciousness of belonging to a faith that 
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had never seen eye to eye with Catholicism and was more ancient 
than the Roman Church itself.” 


The final result of the horrendous burning to death and torture of 
hundreds of thousands of people in the Languedoc, was that the 
Cathar religion, seen as a threat to the very existence of the Roman 
Church, was effectively removed. The Roman Church had, at last, 
gained the upper hand in the lucrative and powerful business of 
saving souls in Europe. 


ca ES Ge 


61 


CHAPTER 5 


Three Mysterious Items 


The Shroud of Turin, The Holy Grail & The (lost) Ark of the 
Covenant. 


We shall now investigate the origins and early histories of these 
three famous and infamous articles, all of which have had, or still 
have, a cult following of their own. The later and modern histories 
of these items will be examined in a later chapter. 


The Shroud (of Turin) 


What is the Shroud of Turin? It is a piece of material, similar to a 
long white bed-sheet, 14 feet long (4,3 metres), which is named 
after its latest resting place, Turin Cathedral. The faint ‘shadow” of 
a man’s face and body can be seen on it. This is said to be the 
imprint of Jesus himself. The shroud is believed by millions to be 
the cloth in which Jesus’ body was wrapped after his crucifixion, 
the same cloth mentioned in the Gospel as being discovered by 
Mary when she entered the empty tomb on that early morning in 
Jerusalem. 


Just before 1900 CE, the first photograph was taken of the shroud, 
and an astonishing result was obtained. When it is seen in negative, 
the faint imprint becomes a remarkably clear and accurate image of 
a face and body, with front and rear views. Since then, many books 
have been written, and many reports have been produced about the 
Shroud, some claiming it to be the actual wrapping cloth of Jesus, 
others claiming it to be a “fake”, merely a clever painting. 


Carbon dating has indicated the cloth to be less than 1,000 years 
old. Subsequent questions have been raised about the accuracy of 
carbon dating, and even the suitability of the shroud for such a 
method. The latest research has disclosed that there is a faint image 
of the face on the reverse side of the shroud, which was hidden 
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under a 16" Century repair patch. The image seems to be only on 
the outer fibres of the cloth, not “soaked” through, as would ink or 
paint. This indicates an unknown method of production, definitely 
not paint or ink. Other researchers have suggested the shroud is 
actually the earliest example of a photograph, produced by 
Leonardo da Vinci. 


Whether or not it is the actual cloth in which Jesus was wrapped, let 
us look at the story of its early history. 


The Shroud; 33 CE until 944 CE. 


After the Essenes tried to use the awesome power of the “Lord of 
Time” in the Garden of Gethsemane they left behind the burial 
linen, which had been scorched by an immense but momentary 
high-energy blast. It had an imprinted permanent “shadow” of the 
body on it. This is reported in the New Testament, when Mary 
Magdalene disturbed someone in the empty tomb. Mary reported 
that only the cloth remained, the body had gone. 


This burial cloth was considered by the Early Church at Jerusalem 
to be proof of the resurrection of Jesus, and became a very valuable 
relic. Although now known as the Shroud of Turin, it actually spent 
more time in both the cities of Edessa and Constantinople than it 
ever has in Turin. 


The story of its arrival in Edessa is a strange one. There exists an 
ancient document called “The Epistles of Jesus Christ and Abgarus 
King of Edessa”, a short document comprising two letters, which 
are not accepted as part of the orthodox New Testament Epistles. 
However, two prominent biblical scholars of the nineteenth century, 
Dr. Parker and Archbishop Cave, strenuously contended for their 
admission into the canon of scripture. The earliest known reference 
to the letters is by Eusebius, who said that he actually found copies 
of them in the Public Records Office in the town of Edessa. They 
were in the Syriac language, and Eusebius translated them into 
Greek, and they were published in his Ecclesiastical History. Both 
these letters are reproduced here in full: 
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THE EPISTLES OF JESUS CHRIST AND ABGARUS KING 


OF EDESSA inform you that I must fulfil all the ends of my mission 


in this country, and after that be received up again to 
him who sent me. 

But after my ascension I will send one of my disciples, 
who will cure your disease, and give life to you, and all 
that are with you.” 


CHAPTER 1; 


(A copy of a letter written by King Abgarus to Jesus, and sent 
to him in Jerusalem by Ananias his footman, inviting Jesus to 
Edessa). 


“Abgarus, King of Edessa, to Jesus the Good Saviour, 
who appears at Jerusalem, greeting. 

I have been informed concerning you and your cures, 
which are performed without the use of medicines and 
herbs. For it is reported that you cause the blind to see, 
the lame to walk, do both cleanse lepers, and cast out 
unclean spirits and devils, and restore them to health 
who have been long diseased, and raisest up the dead; 
All of which, when I heard, I was persuaded of one of 
these two, viz; either that you are God himself 
descended from heaven, who do these things, or the Son 
of God. On this account therefore I have write to you, 
earnestly to desire you would take the trouble of a 
journey hither, and cure a disease which I am under. 
For I hear the Jews ridicule you, and intend you 
mischief. My city is indeed small, but neat, and large 
enough for us both.” 


CHAPTER 2; 


(The answer of Jesus sent by Ananias the footman to Abgarus 
the king, declining to visit Edessa). 


“Abgarus, you are happy, forasmuch as you have 
believed on me, whom ye have not seen. 

For it is written concerning me, that those who have 
seen me should not believe on me, that they who have 
not seen might believe and live. As to that part of your 
letter which relates to my giving you a visit, I must 


The general tone of these letters, and the blatant criticism of the 
Jews contained in them, indicates that they were probably actually 
written by Romanised/Helenised early Christians, followers of Saint 
Paul, maybe as late as 50 to 100 years after the crucifixion. It is 
highly unlikely that either King Abgar or Jesus himself wrote them. 


However, they are important historical documents, and give us a 
valuable insight into the political and theological development of 
the early Christians outside of Jerusalem. After the early Pauline 
Christians had organised themselves, Thaddeus, one of the first 
Christian missionary disciples, actually did travel to Edessa, an 
important town (now in modern Turkey), ruled by King Agar V 
(from 13 to 50 CE). 


Thaddeus, it seems, took the shroud with him. King Abgar was 
suffering from an incurable disease, and when Thaddeus arrived 
preaching the new religion, he was summoned to the palace. 


The story goes that King Abgar was expecting Thaddeus to arrive, 
(having received the letter from Jesus), and when Thaddeus entered 
the palace, holding before him the image of Christ on the shroud, 
Abgar arose and was cured of his disease. History does not tell us 
what Abgar’s disease was, but it may have been leprosy. Abgar then 
asked Thaddeus about the likeness portrayed on the linen cloth, 
because when he inspected it, he saw that it did not consist of 
earthly colours. The King states that it was not due to pigments — it 
was definitely not a painting, and this strange appearance is 
emphasised throughout its history. 


Accounts of Abgar’s remarkable recovery differ, some say he saw 
“a wonderful vision”, others that it was a full colour painted portrait 
of Jesus Christ, but the result was the conversion of Edessa to 
Christianity. 


After curing Abgar, Thaddeus also healed Abdu, described as the 
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second man of the kingdom. This reference adds to the authenticity 
of the story when we find mention of Abdu as a leading man of the 
Partian States (of which Edessa was one), in the Annals of the 
Roman historian Tacitus (Tacitus 6:31). 


Although King Abgar ruled over one of the first Christian towns in 
history, his reign was only a short one. He died in 50 CE, and his 
son Manu V, ascended the throne. 


Thaddeus, who by now had become the first bishop of Edessa, had 
a very powerful majority following among the people, and many 
pagan altars in the town had actually been torn down. He was 
helped by a person called Aggai, who must have been amongst the 
first converts to Christianity in Edessa. 


However Manu V only ruled for 7 years, and the vigorous 
persecution and opposition to Christianity, initiated by the Romans 
and the Jews, did not take long to follow Thaddeus to Edessa. When 
Manu V died in 57 CE, and his brother Manu VI came to the 
throne, Manu VI, unlike his brother, was actively hostile to the 
Christians. 


By this time, Aggai had become the Bishop of Edessa. King Manu 
VI ordered Aggai to return to his former profession, a skilled 
worker in silk and gold embroideries, and to renounce his full time 
job as Christian leader in Edessa. Aggai replied “I will not give up 
the Ministry of Christ, which was committed to me by the disciple 
of Christ, Thaddeus.” 


This denial of regal authority was a very bad mistake, especially in 
the case of Manu VI, who was not a constitutional monarch. The 
king liked to be obeyed, so he told his men to bring Aggai before 
him. Manu VI’s men burst into the building where Aggai was 
preaching, and in the ensuing melee, Aggai ended up with both his 
legs broken. The Christian community realised that their days “in 
the open” were numbered, so Aggai had the shroud brought to him, 
and arranged for it to be hidden. 


A characteristic feature of Parthian architecture was arches and 
vaults, and the West Gate of Edessa, known as the Kappe Gate, was 


such a gate of vaults. Abgar had previously ordered a copy of the 
face on the shroud to be manufactured on a ceramic tile, and this 
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had been set up over the Kappe Gate as a symbol of their Christian 
beliefs. 


As Aggai lay in bed suffering from his wounds, his followers 
removed the tile at the Kappe Gate, and, in a secret vault behind it, 
placed the shroud and the tile itself. The shroud was then sealed in, 
the vault formed a secret shrine, safe from the anti-Christian 
activities of Manu VI, yet still in position above the gate. 


Unfortunately, Aggai died from his leg wounds, and, deprived of 
their leader, most of the Christians in Edessa left the city, or 
gradually drifted back to paganism. 


There are rumours of various Christian groups travelling to Edessa, 
possibly in order to return with the shroud. If they did, they were all 
unsuccessful, as the shroud was so well hidden it was never found. 
It disappears from history for the next 500 years. 


Eventually, when Pauline Christianity had established itself as the 
dominant sect in Jerusalem, missionaries returned to Edessa, and a 
new Christian community was formed there. Strangely enough, the 
memory of a ceramic copy of the face on the shroud being placed 
above the West Gate had survived, giving the gate a special 
significance for Christians. According to J Wilkinson’s “Egeria’s 
Travels”, the woman pilgrim Egeria was shown specifically the 
West Gate when Bishop Eulogios took her round Edessa on a tour 
in CE 383, and a prayer was read at the gate. However, the shroud 
and tile were to remain hidden for yet another 150 years. 


It is not known for certain when the shroud and tile were actually 
discovered, but an examination of the evidence allows conclusions 
to be drawn. Jacob of Serug, who died about 520 CE, and Joshua 
the Stylite, who wrote in the period 500-520 CE, were prominent 
Edessan authors. Neither of them mentions the shroud in their 
writings, which leads to the conclusion that it was unknown to 
them. It is highly unlikely that they would not have mentioned such 
an important relic, if it had been in the possession and care of the 
local church authorities. 


In 544 CE, the Persian king Chostoes Nirhirvan attacked Edessa. 
Evagrius, a historian of that period, writes that the Edessans 
succeeded in defeating the Persians with the aid of “the divinely 
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made image, not made by the hands of man, which Christ our God 
sent to King Abgar’. This is the first definite reference to the 
shroud since its earlier disappearance. 


So, sometime between 520 CE and 544 CE, the shroud was found, 
and removed from the West Gate in Edessa. The city of Edessa was 
liable to severe flooding, the worst floods being in 201, 303, and 
413 CE, when damage to buildings was considerable. It is to the 
credit of the followers of Aggai that their hiding place for the 
shroud was one of the highest points in the city, because the land 
rose steeply by the West Gate. Another very serious flood occurred 
in 525 CE, and wiped out one third of the population. Engineers 
and administrators were ordered to the area by the Emperor 
Justinian, who actually ruled from 527 to 565 CE, but in 525 CE 
was really running the Roman Empire, as his father Justin I, was 
very ill. 

The Roman engineers discovered that the main walls had suffered 
from old age as well as the effects of the flood, and the city walls 
and outworks were completely rebuilt. The riverbed was diverted so 
that the floods could not occur again. Procopius of Caesarea 
recorded all the rebuilding details in his book, Buildings I, chapter 
Vii. 


When the West Gate was demolished in the course of the major 
rebuilding work, the shroud must have been discovered, and 
became the image of Edessa mentioned in 544 CE by Evagrius. 


The Image of Edessa was, however, always described as a 
disembodied head, and not a full-length double image, as can be 
been seen on the shroud. According to the “Acta Thaddaev’, the 
Image of Edessa is described by the Greek word tetradiplon. This 
word does not seem to be used elsewhere in Greek literature, and is 
translated as “doubled, then re-doubled, then doubled again’, i.e. 
doubled three times. 

If the shroud were folded in such a way, and then held in a frame 
decorated by Aggai, who was a known craftsman in gold and silk, 
the result would look like the description of the image discovered in 
Edessa, and subsequently known as The Mandylion. 


The Shroud, displayed as the Mandylion, was to remain in Edessa 
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until 944, when it was transferred to Constantinople. What 
happened to it then will be described and investigated in a later 
chapter. 


The Holy Grail, 33 CE until 1183 CE. 


Firstly, although everyone has surely heard of the Holy Grail, what 
is it? There is no universal agreement, some say a cup or chalice, 
some a container or phial of blood, others a magic gemstone or 
crystal, some a mystical sword, and some Christian writers state 
that the Holy Grail and the Virgin Mary are, in fact, one and the 
same thing. To others it represents some elusive, unobtainable state 
of purity, and is not even a real artefact. 


We describe the Grail as the “Lord of Time’, the first Monstrance, 
the resting place of the host, the key to the gateway to the Far- 
World, which was originally housed in the Ark of the Covenant, a 
container specially built for it. 


Before the disappeared of the Ark of the Covenant from the 
Temple, and went on its long journey, (see below), the Lord of Time 
was taken out of the Ark, and kept hidden by the Atenists, passed 
down to the Essenes, who used it unsuccessfully in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, and finally taken to England in the first century CE by 
Joseph of Arimathea. 


Joseph of Arimathea was a mysterious figure who suddenly appears 
in the New Testament of the Bible. He is clearly a wealthy and 
influential person, and was one of the “public” members of the 
Essenes, (known later as the Credentes, who had an unbroken 
history of learning dating back through the mysteries of ancient 
Egypt to Moses and Akhenaten himself). Joseph was not only 
described as “a member of the council”, equivalent to a Senator 
today, but in everyday life was a wealthy dealer in metals. In the 
Latin Vulgate Bible, at both Mark 15:43 and Luke 23:50, Joseph of 
Arimathea is referred to as “Decurio”. This was the term used by 
the Romans for an official in charge of metal mines. Church 
tradition also mentions Joseph of Arimathea as a dealer in metals, 
especially tin. At this time, British tin mines were the most famous 
in the Roman Empire; he must have had interests and dealings with 
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the tin mines in Britain. 


Tin was, at the time of Jesus, a commodity of international 
importance, a metal much used by the Romans, and the major 
supplier of this metal was Britain. In many ancient manuscripts 
Britain is described as the Tin Islands. 


It is popularly believed that the British Isles in the time of Jesus was 
a land of savages, but this is not true. The Druids were worldwide 
traders, and conducted all their commercial transactions in Greek, 
Julius Caesar had noted this with surprise in his book “Gallic War” 
(VI, 13.) 


Britain was known not only for its tin mines in the time of the 
Romans, but British enamel workers were amongst the best in the 
known world, and were invited to Rome to teach the craft to 
Romans in special metalworking schools. So, the connection 
between Joseph of Arimathea and Britain, of tin mining and 
metalworking, is not as outrageous as it first seems. The suggestion 
fits in with another strange fact, the linking of the Essenes with the 
Druids. 


In many ways, the Druid’s religion, with its hierarchy of priests and 
initiates, culminating in the Grand Master, and its preoccupation 
with the sun, bears a resemblance to the Essenes and their ancient 
teachers. Modern writers have also remarked on the similarity 
between the Druids and the Levites, who were the elite group set up 
by Moses to look after the Ark of the Covenant, and even the 
Encyclopaedia Britannica notes this similarity. 


It has also been written that the Druids had a god called Hesus, who 
died by being crucified to a tree, and was associated with the 
sacrificial lamb. 


There are also many references, ancient and modern, to Jesus 
himself coming to England as a young boy. What young child, 
when singing at school, has not pondered the strange wording of the 
popular hymn “Jerusalem”? 


And did those feet in ancient times, 
Walk on England’s mountains green, 
And was the Holy Lamb of God 
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On England’s pleasant pastures seen? 
And did the Countenance Divine 
Shine forth upon our clouded hills? 
And was Jerusalem builded here 
Among these dark Satanic Mills? 


What made William Blake write such lines? Could Jesus have 
actually travelled across the known world as a young boy? 
According to the First Gospel of the Infancy of Jesus Christ (an 
apocryphal gospel first translated by Henry Sike, Professor of 
Languages at Cambridge University in 1697, but known from 
approximately 150 CE.), Jesus travelled extensively when very 
young. Chapter 8: 10 - 12, go as follows:- 


“And in Matarea {about 10 miles out of Cairo} the Lord Jesus 
caused a well to spring forth, in which St Mary washed his coat. 
From there {Matarea} they proceeded to Memphis, and saw the 
Pharaoh, and abode three years in Egypt.” 


Could Jesus have travelled even further afield and visited England? 
The evidence suggests that it would have been quite possible. 
Nothing is known of Jesus between the ages of 12 and 30; the 
Gospels offer no explanation of his early life. Was he receiving his 
Essene/Gnostic higher education under the guidance of Joseph of 
Arimathea, leading to his initiation as a Perfecti, and then Grand 
Master, of the Essenes? A period with the Druids, who had 
important libraries of ancient knowledge, would have been a 
valuable experience for the young Jesus, and made relatively easy 
because of Joseph’s already established contacts and lines of 
transportation. 


The age-enduring tradition of Jesus’ visit to England is very strong, 
particularly in Cornwall, where, of course, many tin mines were 
situated. This tradition seems likely to have its roots in a factual 
event. 


Are there any other connections between Jesus and Britain? During 
the course of the Last Supper, (a very important event in the life of 
Jesus according to the Christian Church), the ceremony of Holy 
Communion was born. According to Luke, (chapter 22 verse 17), it 
is simply stated, that “He received a cup”. Was this a delicately 
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crafted container, made of metal crafted from the tin mines of 
Britain, and beautifully enamelled by British craftsmen, and 
presented by Joseph to his former pupil, now the Grand Master, 
Jesus, and used in the Last Supper for ritual purposes? 


But was the “Last Supper” primarily a ritual opening and viewing 
of the “Lord of Time” for a small group of trusted initiates? Perhaps 
the container made under the instructions of Joseph of Arimathea 
specially to house the “Lord of Time” was a metal box, to replace 
the lost Ark of the Covenant in which the “Lord of Time” had been 


originally housed. 


This is the origin of the confusion of what exactly is the Holy Grail, 
the San Greal. It was this mysterious object, the container made by 
Joseph of Arimathea for the “Lord of Time”, which later became 
known as the Holy Grail, Some accounts describe it as a cup. 
Others call it a shining object, while others describe it as a non- 
physical goal of perfection, with no real substance. We shall, from 
now on, refer to both the container and the “Lord of Time” itself, as 
the Grail. 


If readers wish to get some idea of what the Lord of Time may look 
like, there are models in most Roman Catholic churches around the 
world. They are called “Monstrances”, and are some form of crystal 
centre, with radiating rays of light coming out in all directions. 
Monstrances are said to contain, in the centre, the “host”, or the 
representation of the body of Jesus. Many Monstrances are 
incredibly beautiful works of art. 


During the very troubled times that immediately followed the Last 
Supper, and after the Nazarene’s disappearance, Joseph of 
Arimathea would have taken charge of the Grail and also of the 
three Marys. Mary Jesus’ mother, Mary Lazarus’s sister, and Mary 
Magdalene, were all in mortal danger as the political situation in 
Jerusalem became worst. Joseph was given the task of removing 
them to safety, and he would have chosen a place which was safe 
and where he knew he would be welcomed - England. He travelled 
there by boat to Marseilles, and then overland. Tradition says that 
he took with him another close friend of Jesus, Lazarus, whom 
Jesus raised from the dead. Lazarus stayed on at Marseilles with 
Mary Magdalene, to set up one of the first Christian communities in 


72 Dr. P. L. Spice 


Europe. It is known that there was already a well established Jewish 
community in Narbonne in 35 CE, perhaps Joseph had friends 
there, and this was the nucleus for Lazarus’ new community? 


To digress for a moment, the raising of Lazarus from the dead has 
been explained as a description of an Essene initiation ceremony, 
not the actual recovery of a fatally sick Lazarus from death. Lazarus 
was “born again”, and called out from his “tomb” by the Grand 
Master Isa, after a period of “death” when he entered and returned 
from the Far-World. This would explain the important position of 
Lazarus in the early days of the Isaene church. 


But back to England; the historian Puyson, writing around 1500 
CE, says:-- 


Now here how Joseph came to England 

But at that time it was called Brytayne. 

Then XV yere with our lady, as I understande 
Joseph wayted styll to serve hyr he was fayne. 


Cardinal Baronius, a curator of the Vatican Library, agrees with this 
idea, as he states in his Ecclesiastical Annals. 


The early descriptions of Holy Communion, or the Eucharist, in 
Acts, do not mention the Grail or the cup, (because it was, by this 
time, in Glastonbury, England). Many other sources, ancient and 
modern, confirm that Joseph and a small band of followers, set up a 
home and a church in Glastonbury, with the Grail as his link with 
Jesus. Maelgwyn of Llandaff, writing in 450 CE, says that Joseph 
was buried in Glastonbury Abbey, “in the southern angle of the 
bifurcated line of the Oratorium of the Adorable Virgin”. The 
epitaph was as follows: 


Ad Brittanos veni post Christum  sepelivi. Docui 
Quievi”. 


(I came to the Britons after burying Christ, I taught, now I rest). 


In 1345, under the instructions and special permission of King 
Edward III of England, the remains of the body of Joseph of 
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Arimathea were exhumed from his grave in Glastonbury, and 
placed in a silver casket. There are records showing that it was still 
in Glastonbury in 1662. However, it is not there now, and its fate 
seems to be unknown to the Church authorities. 


So, back to the first century CE, when Joseph and his small band of 
followers arrived in England, after first landing at Marseilles in the 
South of France. They travelled along the established tin trading 
routes, moving through Europe on foot. When they eventually 
arrived in Western Britain, they were greeted by their old friend 
King Arviragus, and he presented them with a tract of land, (an area 
of “12 hides’), enough to support a small community. As a mark of 
respect to Joseph, the king made a charter whereby the land would 
be free of all taxes. 


One thousand years later, when King William the Conqueror of 
England was making an inventory of his new kingdom, this is 
confirmed by an entry the Doomsday Book, dated about 1070 CE. 


At the community, established by Joseph in Glastonbury, the 
teachings of the Arch-Druids, and knowledge of the Ancients 
brought there by Joseph, developed hand in hand. The community 
thrived, and its teaching of one god easily merged into the similar 
monotheistic beliefs of Druidism. It almost seemed that the beliefs 
we the same from the beginning. 


But how could the religion and beliefs of an Ancient Egyptian 
Pharaoh have been established in England before even Joseph 
arrived? Lorraine Evans, in her book “The Kingdom of the Ark”, 
puts forward a well researched and convincing case that the 
Egyptian Princess Meritaten, a daughter of Akhenaten, travelled to 
Britain and established the Aten religion there, after the overthrow 
of her father by followers of the “Old Religion”. 


In fact, there is a long history of a monotheistic sun culture in 
Britain, and this was soon to be in conflict with Pauline 
Christianity, once it had become the state religion of the Roman 
Empire. 

There are many strange comments in ancient manuscripts about the 
religion of Britain, long before Saint Augustine arrived to officially 
introduce Roman Christianity. Gildas, a British historian, writes, in 
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550 CE, “Christ the True Sun, afforded His Light, the knowledge 
of His precepts, to this island, during the last year of the reign of 
Tiberius Caesar”. The Emperor Tiberius Caesar died in 37 CE, so 
this would seem to coincide with the date of Joseph’s arrival, 36 or 
37 CE. And what did Gildas mean by calling Christ “the True 
Sun”? 


Under the leadership of Joseph, the Glastonbury community spread, 
and soon the additional teachings of Isa had been added to the 
original monotheistic sun-worshipping cult of Akhenaten, and 
became the established religion all over the land of England. Joseph 
was its spiritual leader, with the Grail as its focus and inspiration, 
being a tangible link back to Isa the Nazarene, plus the secondary 
link through the Princess Meritaten, all the way to her father 
Akhenaten in Ancient Egypt. 


But, however well Joseph and his successors attempted to keep the 
existence of the Grail a secret, especially later when under Roman 
Church persecution, rumours had got out. To quote from one of the 
many examples; none other than Alfred, Lord Tennyson, the famous 
British poet; 

“The cup, the cup itself from which Our Lord drank at the Last 
Supper, the Good Saint, Arimathea Joseph, brought to 
Glastonbury”. 


When Saint Augustine arrived on the eastern shores of Britain, 
under the direct instructions of Pope Gregory I, nearly 600 years 
after Joseph of Arimathea had established the first church, 
Augustine’s purpose was, ostensibly, to convert England to 
Christianity. However, could the real purposes of his mission have 
been the search for the Grail, and the destruction of any surviving 
Gnostic/Essene documents, along with the persecution of the 
British (original) church? 


The church authorities in the Vatican had already received stories 
and reports of the “renegade Christians” of the British Isles. Once 
the Roman Church was officially appointed as the state religion of 
the Roman Empire, and established as the majority religion in large 
areas of Europe, it would have been able to finance expeditions for 
the organised suppression of Gnostic and heretical sects, (such as 
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the Atenists and the Essenes), along with the systematic destruction 
of their texts and ancient documents. 


Once this suppression and persecution of heretical sects started, it 
continued for more than a thousand years, the terrible Cathar 
massacres in Southern France, carried out by fellow Christians, 
being the worst example. 


However, the British Church was confident in its beliefs, and did 
not fear the Roman Church authorities. In a ceremony, which 
continues to this day, the British King or Queen is crowned by the 
“high priest” (Archbishop) of Britain, in an ordination ceremony, 
now held in Westminster Abbey. Sir Laurence Gardner states that 
this has been so since 574 CE, when King Aedan was the first 
British monarch to be installed by priestly ordination. But it was 
Saint Columbkille of the British (Essene) Church who presided 
over the coronation, without any authority or reference to the Pope 
in Rome. 


Arthur E Waite, in his book “The Hidden Church of the Holy 
Grail’, published in 1909, writes; 


“The Celtic Church and more especially by that Church 
in Wales, claimed that it had a title to existence 
independently of Rome, Christianity having been 
established in these islands for a long period prior to 
the arrival of St. Augustine, which arrival, from this 
point of view, was an incursion upon territory already 
conquered and held to a defined extent rather than a 
sacred endeavour to spread the gospel of Christ; thus it 
brought spiritual war rather than the light of truth. I 
have classed these two points together--that is to say, 
the alleged oriental origin and the original 
independence of Rome--not because I regard the second 
as important in comparison with the first, but because 
as a fact we know that the Celtic Church had a certain 
autonomous existence long before the legend of Joseph 
of Arimathea was devised in the local interests of 
Glastonbury”. 
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Mr. Waite goes on to say with great conviction: 


“Tt should be on record, for those who have ears, that 
the Welsh Church, seems a very good case for those 
who insist that the first Christianity of Britain was 
independent of St. Augustine, which it was.” 


It was obviously this announcement of independence from Rome 
which focused the Vatican’s attention on the British Church, 
leading to Saint Augustine’s mission. Columbkille was not 
canonised (authorised) by the regular (Roman Catholic) process, 
and historians have also noted that his “Christian” teachings where 
remarkable because they did not include the “Cult of worshipping 
Jesus’ mother, the Virgin Mary”. This is a typically Gnostic and 
Isaene teaching. 


The Pope saw the British Church as a direct challenge to his 
authority, and could not stand by and ignore the threat. Saint 
Augustine first left Rome for England in 596 CE, and after staying 
a few months in Marseilles in the south of France, he cancelled the 
journey to Britain, and returned to Rome. What did he discover, or 
what information did he collect, from the area around Marseilles, 
where Lazarus had established another centre of Essene philosophy 
in parallel with the one in Glastonbury? We will never know the 
answer, but something was discovered, because soon after his visit 
to Marseilles, in July 596 CE, The Pope gave Augustine new 
instructions, and he set off again, but this time with 40 monks, on 
the long journey to England. It should be realised that a group of 
forty persons, travelling from Rome to Britain, in the seventh 
century, was a major event, requiring considerable financial 
backing. It would not have been authorised and financed without a 
very good reason. 


Such a display of strength and wealth was an impressive signal, and 
they were well received as diplomats from Rome by King 
Aethelberht I of Kent in 597 CE. Augustine sent the following 
intelligence report to Pope Saint Gregory: “In the Western confines 
of Britain there is a certain royal island of large extent, surrounded 
by water, abounding in all the beauties of nature and necessities of 
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life. The Almighty has made it manifest by many miracles and 
mysterious visitations, that he continues to watch over it as sacred 
to himself, and to Mary the Mother of God”. Augustine is 
describing Glastonbury, with its first church building in the world, 
built and dedicated to Mary in 64 CE. 


The year after arriving in Britain, Augustine sent two monks back 
to Rome, reporting to the Pope that Saint Augustine had not found 
the Grail, and requesting more support. The Pope sent these two 
monks back to Britain with more finance and reinforcements, 
including three Saints, Mellitus, Justus, and Paulinus. Obviously 
the Pope considered this to be a very important mission. 


The Pope’s legation then attempted to see the Grail at Glastonbury, 
but the local authorities did not allow it. No amount of letters of 
commendation from the Pope were any use, because the monks at 
Glastonbury did not consider the Pope in Rome as their spiritual 
leader. Sir Francis Bacon, in his history “Government of England” 
sums up this attitude when he wrote: “The Britons told Augustine 
they would not be subject to him, nor let him pervert the ancient 
laws of their church”. 


Here we have a straightforward statement that the original Christian 
Church of Britain considered the Roman Christianity to be an 
actual perversion of the teachings of Jesus the Nazarene. They 
rejected the claim of the Roman Pope to be the supreme Christian 
authority on earth, and rejected the rites and beliefs of the Roman 
Church. To the followers of Akhenaten and Isa, Roman Christianity 
was the heresy. 


Although Saint Augustine failed to even see the Grail, let alone 
steal it and take it back to the Pope in Rome, he did establish a 
foothold for Roman Christianity in England, by declaring himself 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, the supreme leader of the church in 
England. Canterbury is a town in the eastern region of England, 
literally as far away as possible from Glastonbury, which is in the 
west. And it was from Canterbury that the Roman Church began its 
persecution of the British Church. 


The Glastonbury community eventually lost all contact with the 
Essenes, and during the following five hundred years, in order to 
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survive as the Roman Church grew rich and powerful in England, 
they became virtually indistinguishable, on the surface, from 
orthodox Roman Christians. A special significance did remain 
however, as we can still read in the famous Doomsday Book written 
in 1086: 


“The Domus Dei, in the great monastery of Glastonbury, called the 
Secret of the Lord. This Glastonbury church possesses in its own 
Villa XII (12) hides of land which have never paid tax”. This is 
about 2,000 acres of land, and the abbey obviously still retained 
some special, privileged position. 


The “Lord of Time’, the Holy Grail, was still there in 1086, even 
though many had searched for it through the ages, legendary names 
remembered forever, such as Lancelot and King Arthur’s Knights of 
the Round Table. But we shall see that a story of a band of knights 
searching for the Grail is indeed true, and that it had disastrous 
consequences for Glastonbury, and for its stubborn community of 
monks. 


So what did the Holy Grail look like? Maybe there remained a 
distant memory, which has come down through the ages to the 
Catholic church, of what it looked like, because in many Roman 
Catholic churches today there are venerated and _ beautifully 
decorated objects known as “Monstrances’”’. 

These strange devices always have, at the centre, some clear 
gemstone, or magnifying glass, and inside it is said to contain the 
“Consecrated Host’, or the body of Jesus Christ. 

Is this what the original “Holy Grail” or the “Lord of Time” looks 
like? 

Does the representation of the body of Jesus somehow being inside 


the centre of the Monstrance have any relation to the “Lord of 
Time’s” real use as a key top the gateway to the Far-World? 


The Ark of the Covenant, 1300 BCE until 1300 CE. 


Indiana Jones discovered the Lost Ark in the adventure film 
Raiders of the Lost Ark, but what exactly was the Ark, and why 
was it lost in the first place? 
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Moses is not the only enigmatic disappearance in the Old 
Testament. The Ark of the Covenant, which is closely associated 
with Moses, also suddenly disappears, but even more mysteriously. 


The Ark of the Covenant, (not to be confused with Noah’s Ark, 
which was a large boat), is the single most important religious 
article described in the Old Testament of the Bible. For 
clarification, whenever we refer to the “Ark” in this book, we shall 
be referring to the Ark of the Covenant, built by Moses. 


What do we know about this strange object, made by Moses after 
personal, direct, and detailed instructions from God himself? 


According to some modern writers, the God of the Hebrews was, in 
fact, a spaceship, and His angels were the crew, and it was these 
space travellers who instructed Moses to build the Ark of the 
Covenant, as a container for some advanced technology machine or 
device. Whatever or whoever the God of Moses was, why did he 
issue instructions for Moses to build the Ark of the Covenant? 


In our previous history of Akhenaten and Aten, the “Lord of Time” 
had been kept in hiding by the “city Atenists” for over a hundred 
years. When these Atenists had joined up with Moses and his band 
of Hebrews, and they were starting a long and hazardous journey, 
maybe something had to be devised to carry and protect the “Lord 
of Time”. 


The Talmud, which is the rabbinical compendium of Jewish law, 
says that Moses built the Ark as a replica of the fiery object that 
came down from heaven, and it was made “so that I may be in your 
midst” (Exodus 25:8). The Old Testament clearly states that this 
“was where the Lord spoke” (The Book of Numbers). 


The Ark was the most important religious item the Israelites (which 
is the name under which Moses and the Hebrews came to be 
known) possessed. Guarding and controlling it was a task given to a 
special group, Deuteronomy 10:8 says, “At that time, the Lord 
separated the tribe of Levi, to bear the Ark of the Covenant of the 
Lord to this day.” To this day? We shall see later. 


The Levites were especially trained to look after the Ark, in fact 
they were paid for their services by the other tribes. “The Levites 
are given one tenth of everything in return for their services’, it says 
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in Numbers 8:5 and 18:21. But why was this special care needed, 
and what was the Ark made for? 


From the biblical descriptions, in which the measurements are very 
precise, the Ark was an oblong box with a “cherubim” at each end, 
and all overlaid in gold. (Even though religious artists have made 
representations of Cherubims and chubby baby angels, exactly what 
a “cherubim” looks like is unknown). The Ark had a ring at each 
corner through which two long poles could be inserted, in order to 
carry it without touching it, because anyone touching the Ark itself 
was instantly struck dead. 


The Ark is also associated with two objects known as “Urim” and 
“Thummin”, both only known by their strange names. What they 
looked like, or what they were used for, is totally unknown. 


It is interesting to note that the Ark was covered with gold - as a 
precious object it could have been just decoration to enhance its 
“value”, but gold is also one of the best conductors of electricity 
known, used today for the manufacture of electrical connections 
and micro-chips. 


If the Ark were a machine of some kind, through which God spoke, 
it would need a source of power, and this power could make it 
potentially lethal. This power source came from the device known 
as the “Lord of Time”. There are two stories in the Old Testament 
of the Bible that illustrate the awesome power of the “Lord of 
Time”: 

After a battle with the Israelites, the Philistines stole the Ark, and 
they set it up next to their god Dagon in his temple. They obviously 
had been spying on the Levites and had seen how it was always 
carried around using the two long poles, and they must have used 
this method to steal it, as it doesn’t seem to have harmed them at 
first. But when they entered the Temple of Dagon the next day - 
horror upon horror - Dagon’s statue had been thrown down on its 
face. Not being easily scared - the statue could have fallen over in a 
mild earth tremor (although no one had noticed one), they put the 
statue back on its pedestal and re-consecrated their temple. The 
next day however, not only was the statue of Dagon lying on its 
face, but the head and hands had been broken off, and lay smashed 
on the Temple floor. (1 Samuel Ch.5). The Ark was obviously a 
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very valuable trophy, for it took seven more months of strange 
happenings, before the Philistines gave up the Ark. To appease all 
the spirits, they voluntarily returned the Ark to the Israelites, and 
the Levites once again took charge of it. 


The second example of the Ark being deadly dangerous, if not 
handled properly, occurs when it was being taken from Kirjath- 
Jearum to King David’s palace, on the instructions of King David 
himself. Apparently the cart it was being transported on hit a rut, 
and the Ark was in danger of falling off the cart. An overseer, 
Uzzah, reached out to steady the Ark, and he was killed instantly. 
This demonstration of power scared King David so much that he 
changed his mind about having it in his palace, (1 Chron 17). Only 
after it had been kept in the house of Obed-Edom for three months 
without incident, did the King change his mind and allow the Ark 
into Jerusalem, the City of David. 


Graham Hancock, in his excellent book about the Ark of the 
Covenant, “The Sign and The Seal’, comes to this conclusion, after 
a great deal of research, “I suspect this is what the Ark really was: a 
monstrous instrument capable of releasing fearful energies”. Or did 
it contain a monstrous instrument capable of releasing fearful 
energies? 


In 955 BCE, the “monstrous instrument”, the Ark of the Covenant, 
the single most important religious article owned by the Jews, was 
finally placed, by order of the King himself, inside the central 
chamber (known as the Holy of Holies), in the first Temple at 
Jerusalem. 


And that is the last information in the bible we have of the Ark of 
the Covenant. It simply just disappears from the Old Testament, 
and vanishes from recorded history. Where did it go? The Ark of 
the Covenant, the single most Holy object owned by the Israelites, 
simply vanished into thin air. It is not mentioned again in the Bible. 


The Ark had an exciting time after it was first constructed by 
Moses, until King David placed it in the Temple at Jerusalem about 
three hundred years later. It was originally used as the “place where 
God spoke to Moses”, and then accompanied the Israelites on their 
wanderings through the desert. As previously described, it was 
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stolen and returned, and its immense power to kill was known to all 
the Israelites. 


If the Bible itself and other Hebrew sources do not mention the fate 
of the Ark, are there any other legends or stories about it? 


Another ancient text, dating back thousand of years, does mention 
the Ark, but this book is from Africa. 


In the ancient Ethiopian book called the “Kebra Negast’, (translated 
into English by Sir A.E. Wallis Budge, the famous Egyptologist), 
the Ethiopian Queen of Sheba had a liaison with the equally famous 
Jewish King Solomon, which produced a son called Prince 
Menelek, which, incidentally, means “son of the wise man” in 
Ethiopian. The story continues with Prince Menelek returning to 
Jerusalem as a young man, and after making a secret deal with 
Azarius son of Zadok, (who was presumably a Levite), Menelek 
stole the Ark and brought it back to Ethiopia. 


According to the Ethiopian Church authorities, it is still there to 
this day, and all Ethiopian churches have a small model of the Ark, 
known as a “Tabot’, in them. (Where did this word come from? 
Ark in Hebrew is “Tebota’ and in Aramaic, the language of Jesus, 
Ark is “Tebah’”.) However, all the acquired examples of these have, 
disappointingly, proved to be nothing more than crudely carved 
wooden tablets. 


Let us look at the history of the Temple in Jerusalem, which is, 
according to the Bible, the last reported resting-place of the Ark. 
We know that the Ark was placed inside the Holy of Holies, in the 
Temple, in 955 CE, and it was an object of worship and veneration 
by the Israelites. However, the Israelites were far from obedient and 
servile worshippers of the God of Moses. The shameful example of 
the construction and worship of the Golden Calf, and the swift and 
awful punishment inflicted on them by Moses, was only the first of 
these digressions from loyal devotion to their one God. 


About 250 years after King Solomon, King Hezekiah ruled the 
Israelites. On his death in 687 BCE, King Manasseh came to the 
throne. It appears that the nominally Jewish King Manasseh did not 
even believe in the God of Moses, and was actually a pagan! 
Graham Hancock writes that “Manasseh’s reign was accompanied 
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by much bloodshed, and it may be surmised that the priests as well 
as the prophets opposed the paganisation of the king’. 


After ruling for thirty years, Manasseh seems to have completely 
paganised the Israelites, because he then puts the “Asherah” in the 
Holy of Holies in the Temple. We are not told what the “Asherah” 
was, but it must have been some pagan idol or article of worship. 
There is no record that he replaced the Ark with the Asherah, so we 
can assume that the Ark was no longer in the Temple at that time. 


It appears that the Israelites no longer formally worshipped their one 
God, the God of Moses, and the official Jewish State religion 
became that of the worship of Asherah. 


If King Manasseh started his program of paganisation when he first 
became king in 687 BCE, it took him until around 655 BCE to get 
Asherah fully established. When he died, seven years later, and his 
successor King Amon came to the throne, King Amon continued 
with the New Official State Religion, that of Asherah. 


However, he only reigned for three years. King Josiah took over in 
640 BCE, and he is credited with re-establishing the original 
religion of Moses to the Israelites. But it took him 12 years before 
he had complete control, and then, in 628 BCE, Josiah finally 
cleaned out the Temple and burnt Asherah. 


The bible describes in detail the re-establishment of the Religion 
and God of Moses by King Josiah, but is silent about the Ark. If 
King Josiah did have it, he would have returned the Ark to the 
Temple, reinstating it with due pomp and ceremony. But the central 
chamber of the Temple, the Holy of Holies, originally built to 
specially to accommodate the Ark, is an empty room from then on. 


Forty-one years later, when King Nebuchadnezzar attacked and 
burned Jerusalem, destroying the Temple and carrying off all the 
treasure, there is no mention of the Ark in his detailed inventory of 
his looted hoard. 


The Israelites eventually returned from exile in Babylon in 538 
BCE, and built the second Temple at Jerusalem, but once again the 
bible is silent about the Ark. A new Holy of Holies was built, but it 
was empty again. The embarrassment of losing their most holy relic 
was too much for the scribes recording the history of the Israelites, 
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the Ark is never mentioned again. 


Where did the Ark go? There is a Jewish tradition that there is a 
secret room, deep in the rock foundations of the Temple at 
Jerusalem, and that the Ark is hidden down there, protected by a 
forgotten concealed entrance. 


Maybe just the Urim and the Thummin were buried there and the 
Ark taken somewhere else. Maybe the “Lord of Time” was taken 
out for safe keeping before the Ark disappeared. 


And then there is the Ethiopian tradition that the Ark was stolen by 
the son of King Solomon and taken to Ethiopia. 


After many years research, here is my history of the “Lost Ark 
of the Covenant”’. 


During the gradual paganisation of the Jewish state under King 
Menasseh, the Levites managed quietly to remove the Ark from the 
Holy of Holies. They knew that Menasseh’s alternative pagan 
religion would take over eventually. However, the “Lord of Time” 
was taken out from the Ark, being much smaller and easier to 
conceal. At this time, (around 660 BCE), there was already an 
established Jewish community at Elephantine Island on the River 
Nile in Egypt. It was to this distant outpost that a small group of 
loyal Levites fled, taking with them the empty Ark of the Covenant. 
They built a Temple there, and the Jewish community grew to quite 
a size. 


Graham Hancock reinforces this idea, “Some of the priests, (during 
the reign of Manasseh) fled to Egypt, joined the Jewish garrison at 
Elephantine, and there erected the Temple”. This Jewish Temple 
flourished for over 200 years, but local (non-Jewish) opposition 
increased, and finally the Temple at Elephantine was destroyed in 
455 BCE. Some time before the inevitable end, the Levites again 
went travelling with the Ark, this time south, and set up another 
Temple at the island of Tana Kirkos, on a lake in Ethiopia. 


After eight hundred years of concealed peace on the island of Tana 
Kirkos, the King of Ethiopia converted to Christianity, and he had 
the Ark taken to his capital, the town of Axum, in around 345 CE. 
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There it stayed, for another eight hundred years, worshipped by the 
Ethiopian Christians, but unknown to the history and mainstream 
Jews and Christians. When the reigning monarch of Ethiopia, King 
Lalibela, was deposed by his half-brother King Harbay, ex-King 
Lalibela managed to escape with nothing but his life and a few 
faithful followers. He sought asylum from his fellow Christians in 
Jerusalem, arriving there in 1160 CE. 


Little did ex-King Lalibela realise that this had closed a circle, 
which started thousands of years before. The original followers of 
Akhenaten and Moses had, by the twelfth century, developed into a 
powerful but sinister group called the Knights Templar, and their 
Headquarters was in Jerusalem. 


The Templars originally arrived in Jerusalem with the supposed aim 
of protecting pilgrims, but, as described by G. Delaforge in his 
book about the Knights Templar, “The real task of the nine knights 
(the original Templars in Jerusalem), was to carry out research in 
the area (of the Temple), in order to obtain certain relics and 
manuscripts which contain the essence of the secret traditions of 
Judaism and ancient Egypt, some of which probably went back to 
the days of Moses”. 


The history of the Knights Templar is examined in a later chapter, 
suffice for the time being that they were, at this time, searching for 
the lost Ark of the Covenant, and made considerable excavations 
into the foundations under the Temple in Jerusalem. They 
eventually found a secret underground room, but what it contained 
must have shocked them all. Rare items of intrinsic value, scrolls, 
manuscripts, and documents, (including the extremely mysterious 
Urim and the Thummin). But the Ark was not there. 


There are reports that there is a tunnel entry into the foundations 
under the Temple mound in Jerusalem today, but that this entrance 
is kept totally sealed by the authorities. No one is ever allowed 
access in to the secret underground room, now empty, discovered 
one thousand years ago by the Knights Templar. 


However, when ex-King Lalibela arrived in Jerusalem from 
Ethiopia in 1160 CE, the Knights Templars had already been 
digging into the Temple foundations for nearly forty years, 
eventually discovering, apart from treasure, scrolls, and the Urim 
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and the Thummin, that the Ark itself was not there. They had, by 
then, already began searching through ancient documents for clues 
to the whereabouts of the Ark. 


Maybe the Knights came across a copy of the Kebra Negast, or 
other ancient stories and legends about the Queen of Sheba and her 
liaison with King Solomon, and these stories all pointed towards 
Ethiopia as the next place to look for the lost Ark. 


When the Knights Templar in Jerusalem met with ex-King Lalibela 
of Ethiopia, and he told them his story, they could not believe their 
luck. The Templars acted swiftly, and offered to assist the King in 
regaining his throne. Of course, the Knights Templar did not give 
any indication that they were really seeking to recover the Ark, ex- 
King Lalibela was told they were seeking exclusive trading rights in 
Ethiopia for their efforts. 


Whatever the deal was with the ex-King, the Knights Templar had 
one real aim, to recover the lost Ark of the Covenant. As a result of 
the agreement, in 1185 CE, ex-King Lalibela returned to Ethiopia 
with a fully financed contingent of Knights Templar. It was a 
military expedition, under the expert command of the Knights, and 
it achieved its goal. The Knights, working with Lalibela and his 
followers, overthrew his half-brother, and he was re-instated as 
King Lalibela of Ethiopia. 


Suppressing their incredible curiosity and enthusiasm to find out 
about the whereabouts of the Ark must have been difficult, but the 
Knights were prepared to wait as long as it took, even across 
generations. When they had finally established that the Ark of the 
Covenant of Moses was kept in the church at Axum, and that it was 
the genuine article, a report was sent back to their Grand Master. A 
careful plan was needed to steal it from its Ethiopian guardians. 


Let us not overlook the restrictions placed on such a plan, due to 
lack of transportation technology back in 1185 CE. The Knights 
could have easily broken into the sanctuary church in Axum, killed 
the guards, and taken the Ark. The only option then was to travel 
overland for days, by horse and cart, because the Ark was actually 
quite a large and heavy item. However, the theft would have been 
discovered within one day, and a huge army quickly mobilised by 
King of Ethiopia. The band of Knights would have been overtaken, 
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and defeated by sheer numbers. 


Their final plan is staggering in its concept and patience. The 
Templar Grand Master, and his loyal Knights, showed complete 
dedication to the common goal, with no regard to personal success. 
The Knights Templar would establish a continuous presence in 
Ethiopia, helping the restored King Lalibela with buildings and 
infrastructure projects, and install themselves as the actual 
Guardians of the Ark. 


The fact that this could take one hundred, or even two hundred 
years, and that the original band of Knights knew that they would 
never personally see success, was not a problem. So, the Knights 
Templar set about establishing themselves as a fully integrated part 
of Ethiopian life. Over the next twenty-four years they designed and 
supervised the building of eleven spectacular monolithic churches 
in Ethiopia. They are each carved out of one piece of solid rock, 
and the cross of the Knights Templar is visible in them all. 


These churches have been designated by the United Nations as one 
of the Modern Wonders of the World! 


Within forty years of arriving in Ethiopia with King Lalibela, the 
distant outpost of Knights Templar had become a trusted and 
integrated part of Ethiopian society. The Armenian geographer Abu 
Salih, writing around 1225 CE, said that the Ark of the Covenant 
was in Ethiopia, and that it was attended and carried by special 
bearers, who were white in complexion and had red hair. The 
Knights had managed to become the guardians of the treasure they 
were dedicated to steal. 


Much later, in 1520, a Portuguese sailor heard about the fabulous 
churches in Ethiopia, and was told they were built over a period of 
24 years, in the reign of King Lalibela, by a group of white men. 
King Lalibela died in 1211 CE, and his son Naakuto Laab became 
king and guardian of the Ark. Naakuto Laab abdicated in 1270, and 
Yenuko Amlak became king. Yagba Zion, son of Yenuko Amlak 
became king on his father’s death in 1285. In 1294 Wedem Ara’ ad 
became king, and he died in 1314 CE. 


However, when Ahmed Gragn attacked, looted, and destroyed the 
city of Axum in 1535 CE, there was no sign of the Ark, just the 
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same as when Nebuchadnezzar burned the Jerusalem Temple in 587 
BCE and Nebuchadnezzar found no trace of the Ark. Once again, 
the Ark had been removed from its resting-place, before foreign 
powers could take it by force. 


In around 1300 CE, during the reign of King Wedem Ara’ad, the 
Knights Templar finally stole the Ark, after waiting and watching 
more than 115 years for their chance. They then succeeded in 
transporting it all the way from Axum to their headquarters in 
France. 


However, when the theft was eventually discovered by King 
Wedem Ara’ad, albeit too late for prevention, the few brave and 
dedicated Knights who had volunteered to remain behind were 
cruelly executed. King Wedem then posted a large reward on the 
severed head of any white man that was brought to him. There are 
many stories of unsuspecting and innocent European travellers 
having their heads cut off by the Ethiopians during this time, 
victims of circumstance! 


King Wedem Ara’ad was so infuriated, but did not want to lose 
face, so he never admitted to the Ethiopian people that the Ark had 
been stolen. In private, the King’s advisers deduced that the Ark 
must have been taken by the Templars to France, and, in 1306 King 
Wedem Ara’ad of Ethiopia sent a diplomatic mission to Pope 
Clement, with letters explaining to the Pope that the Knights 
Templar had stolen the Ark of the Covenant from Ethiopia. This is 
confirmed by Giovanni da Carignano, who met the Ethiopian 
delegation in 1306, when they were taking shelter from a storm in 
Genoa harbour. 


However, the plan backfired on King Wedem, because when the 
Pope learned about the Arks, the Pope decided that he would steal 
the Ark for himself, (or rather for the Roman Church). 


Bertrand de Gouth, Archbishop of Bordeaux, became Pope Clement 
V in 1305, but had been a great personal friend of King Philip since 
they were both young men. Neither were known for their integrity, 
and it is no surprise that they connived together and prepared a plan 
for sealing the Ark. 


The fate of Pope Clement V, King Philip IV, and Knights Templar, 
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as well as what happened to the Ark after 1306 CE is described in a 


later chapter, but the Ark was never returned to Ethiopia. 
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CHAPTER 6 


The Assassins. 


Assassin (noun) : 
killer, murderer, thug. M ember of ancient cult whose leader was 
known as the Old M an of the M ountain 


Back in Jerusalem in the first century CE, the Essenes then set 
about the task of re-grouping, in the face of growing Roman 
hostility towards all Jewish groups. The Essene leaders came to the 
decision that the time was not right; the world was not ready for the 
truth of Akhenaten and Moses and Jesus. 


However, if the time was not right for the Truth of the Essenes, the 
time was right for another new religion. This religion, a mixture of 
Judaism, Greek mythology, and the sayings of Jesus, soon took hold 
as few ideas had before. After this new concept was taken up and 
carried forward by Saint Paul, Christianity became a major religion, 
even in the face of the severe but ultimately ineffective persecution 
by the Roman authorities. 


Jesus the Nazarene must have had such a wonderfully powerful 
character to enable his sayings and teachings of only three years to 
be the inspiration for those early Christians, alone and leaderless in 
a cruel world hostile to their very existence. The Essenes soon came 
to realise that Christianity was not going to be just another of the 
many short lived sects that were springing up, and that the 
Christians’ strength came from the fact that they were inspired by 
the Nazarene himself. 


The Essenes made the correct decision that Christianity was here to 
stay, and began to expand their efforts in different and more 
important directions. In 35 CE the Jewish nation was simmering 
beneath the surface of Roman rule, and the boiling point was 
approaching rapidly. In the light of impending revolts and Roman 
retaliation, during which the Essenes would undoubtedly become 
targets of Imperial revenge, the Essenes began to prepare for what 
would become centuries of secrecy. 


After an unsuccessful attempt to recover the Shroud from Edessa, 
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and the departure of Joseph the Arimathean the England for the 
safekeeping of the Grail, (accompanied by the three Marys and 
Lazarus), the Essenes’ first priority was the protection of their 
knowledge and documents. Accordingly, they began to prepare 
their library of texts and their treasures, and put them into 
safekeeping. 


The effectiveness of their campaign is shown by the relatively 
recent discovery of some of their less important writings, now 
known as the Dead Sea Scrolls. Found in sealed pots at Qumran by 
a local goatherd, they bear witness to the Essenes’ ability to hide 
information for nearly twenty centuries. Subsequent organised 
searches discovered copper scroll which describes the location of 
buried treasure. Called the Copper Scroll, for obvious reasons, it 
provides important clues to the later history of the Essenes’ 
descendants. We shall examine this scroll in detail later. 


In 73 CE Masada, the stronghold of the Zealots, fell to the Romans. 
All the defenders, men women and children, committed suicide 
rather than be taken prisoner, probably a wise decision considering 
the Romans would have crucified them all anyway. However, this 
does not distract from the remarkable courage of that band of 
Zealots who defied the Roman Empire. The result of Masada was 
that all religious sects were considered by the Romans to be illegal, 
and heavy persecution began. The vigour of this persecution is well 
known through stories of the early Christian Martyrs. In such an 
atmosphere, the Essenes drifted further into obscurity, and fade 
away completely from recorded history. Can a group of people and 
their descendants disappear from history for hundred of years? 


This does not sound so unreasonable if we consider that the Dead 
Sea Scrolls were hidden for more than twice that time. The 
Monastery of Saint Catherine, set up in the middle of the sixth 
century CE by the Emperor Justinian, is still extant today. This 
proof of the ability of a highly visible ascetic community’s survival 
though centuries of time, war, and pestilence, makes the survival of 
the Essenes seem less miraculous. Recently parchments have been 
found in the Monastery of Saint Catherine itself, which had been 
“lost” for over one thousand years! 


The latter part of the first millennium of the Christian era is known 
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as the Great Dark Age. The world-embracing Roman Empire was 
crumbling and fell, taking civilisation, law and order with it. 
Barbarians sweep through the Empire, destroying any last outposts. 
Learning and knowledge falls to such low levels that the period 
from 650 to 850 CE is called the Period of the Great Silence; very 
little written material of any type or any language was produced, 
and even less has survived. And most of what did survived has been 
heavily censored by the Orthodox Church. 


As part of the general efforts to cleanse the world of the Gnostics 
and there teachings, the patriarch of Constantinople, (later 
canonised by the Roman Church as Saint John Chrysostom), and 
Bishop Theophilius, together committed one of the worst of the acts 
of “Information Cleansing” in history. In a single day they burned 
down and destroyed all the documents in the library at Alexandria. 
Saint John Chrysostom reported to the Pope that it was “a great 
achievement”. 


During this time however, somewhere in the desert in the Middle 
East, a small community of devoted men and women kept alive the 
ancient knowledge and rituals of the Essenes, and their Ancient 
Egyptian ancestors. Over in the colder and damper climate of 
southern England, another small band did likewise. Like seeds, they 
lay dormant, awaiting the rainfall of a new springtime, which would 
signify the beginning of a new era for mankind. 


The original teachings of Isa continued to thrive and develop in 
three major areas, until the new Christianity would finally 
overthrow them all. In Britain, based on the foundation laid by the 
Princess Meritaten, daughter of Akhenaten, it grew into the church 
established in Glastonbury by Joseph of Arimathea. In the South of 
France, it developed into Catharism, from the seeds laid by Lazarus 
and Mary. And in Ethiopia, there still existed the small group of 
descendants of the Egyptian sect of Moses, which was established 
there when the Ark of the Covenant arrived. 


The other small groups of followers of Isa, Moses, or Akhenaten 
lost contact with the main areas, but also survived in remote places. 
There is a record of a monastery existing in Southern Syria in 571 
CE, which was known as Isaniya, or “of the followers of Isa”, and 
Gnostic communities also appeared in Bulgaria, and the regions 
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around Bulgaria. 


There are records of a Gnostic sect called Peratae or Peratics, in the 
second century CE, who used sacred books which sound very like 
Ancient Egyptian legends. There is, still in existence to this day, a 
sect in Turkey called “Stiryan’’, who pray like Muslims, but in a 
church, and they have crucifixes, but are all circumcised. 


In Kashmir, the group of believers in Moses and Akhenaten seems 
to have died out, or been assimilated into the local religion. Small 
communities of believers in the “Old religion” were spread around 
the world, and a chance meeting between an Arab and one of these 
Gnostic monks would have far-reaching consequences. 


In 583 CE, a young Arab, only 13 years old, was accompanying his 
uncle’s trading caravan, on the way to Basra in Syria. During an 
over-night stop, he met a Gnostic monk by the name of Bahira. 
What Bahira said to the young Mohammed is not known, but 
maybe Bahira told the boy of the true message of Isa, the belief in 
One God, which was, by now, completely different from orthodox 
Christianity. 

Tradition also says that Mohammed’s first nurse was a Christian, 
from Ethiopia, and Mohammed later received a concubine, Mariyah 
the Coptic Christian, as a gift from the king of Egypt. 


Within a few years of his meeting with Bahira, Mohammed had 
received his first revelation from Allah, and Islam was revealed. In 
616 CE, the Moslems were a very small group, persecuted by the 
local authorities in Makkah, where Mohammed lived. Uthman bin 
Affan led a group of the earliest Muslim converts, (83 adults plus 
children), to seek religious asylum in Ethiopia, under the protection 
of King Najjashi. Despite pleas from two influential Makkan 
officials, (Amr Ibn Ulas and Abdullah Ibn Rabiah), the Ethiopian 
king refused to return the refugees. 


Perhaps Islam is closer to the true teachings of Isa the Nazarene 
than the religion that bears his other name, Christianity. There is no 
doubt that Jesus Christ was born a Jew, was circumcised, and 
considered the pig to be an unclean animal. In an often quoted 
phrase, Jesus said that he had come “Not to change one jot nor tittle 
of the law (of Moses),” yet Christians do eat pork, are not obliged 
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to have their children circumcised, and shun the other legal 
requirements set down by Moses. 


Geoffrey Parrinder, in his book “Jesus in the Qur’an”, writes that 
modem Muslim commentators have remarked that; “Muslims are 
the true Christians, since they follow the teachings of Christ while 
rejecting later doctrines about him’. 


What is not generally realised is, that these “later doctrines” really 
are very much later! The doctrine that Jesus is the Son of God was 
not declared until three hundred years after his crucifixion. 


The Roman Catholic Church only decreed the doctrine of the 
Immaculate Conception (the virgin birth) of Jesus by Mary in the 
year 1854 CE, during the reign of Queen Victoria! 


And Roman Catholic Christians were not obliged to believe in the 
bodily ascension of the Virgin Mary (that she did not die, but was 
taken up to heaven in her own body), until it was decreed by the 
Pope 1954 CE (yes 1954). 


Mr. Parrinder, in his introduction to “Jesus in the Qur’an’, said 
“Whether early Islam followed on the tradition of Jewish 
Christianity (Isaism), as Harnack and others have suggested, is a 
difficult question, though worthy of more research, and fuller light 
may be shed on it by archaeological discovery”. 


H.A.R. Gibb wrote, “Islam is distinguished from Christianity, not 
so much (in spite of outward appearances) by its repudiation of the 
Trinitarian concept of the unity of God, as by Islam’s rejection of 
the soteriology (that is, what it believes about the way of salvation), 
of Christian doctrine and the relics of the old nature cults, which 
have survived in the rites and practices of the Christian Church.” 


Isa (Jesus) is mentioned thirty-five times, (25 times directly as Isa, 
and 10 times by some other title), in the Holy Qur’an, and 
Mohammed left no doubt that Isa is an important prophet, who had 
received revelation from Allah (God). However, Isa, like the other 
prophets, is not given any special position or prominence in the 
Qur’ an. 


The Christian declaration and belief that Jesus is divine, as the Son 


of God, is the major split between Orthodox Christianity and 
Gnosticism (Isaism), and also holds Christianity apart from Islam. 
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To Muslims, the idea of anything but the complete “oneness” of 
God is inconceivable. 


Without meaning to offend anyone, of any belief, it appears to me 
that the way of life of Muslims is closer to the way of life actually 
lived by Jesus Christ. Simply put, Jesus followed the laws of Moses. 
For example, Jesus was circumcised, he refrained from pork and 
other religiously unclean things, and he never spoke out against 
contraception. Let us not forget that Jesus was a devout and 
practicing Jew. The celibacy of the priesthood was not imposed on 
the early church, and Jesus’ disciples asked him one evening 
“Teach us how to pray’. 


Whilst Islam was growing in the eastern desert, and whilst Europe 
languished in the Dark Ages, a new type of outlook began to 
emerge from the East. Great thinkers and scientists of the Early 
Christian era had performed experiments and made observations in 
order to validate the omnipotence and great plan of God. This gave 
them a rather narrow view of the world, and often stifled any 
creativeness they may have had. We only have to remember 
Galileo, who had the temerity to state publicly that the Earth 
revolved round the Sun! For this he was charged with heresy, and 
would have been burnt at the stake if he had not been such a 
pragmatist and renounced his theory. As it was, Galileo was 
sentenced to life imprisonment and his books and manuscripts 
burned. 


It was not until 1992 CE that a papal commission acknowledged the 
Vatican’ s error in opposing Galileo’s theory. 


Galileo did, however, leave us with, one of the best quotes of all 
time. After stating publicly in court that the sun was not the centre 
of the Solar System, and that the Pope and Church were “correct” in 
stating that the Earth was the centre of the universe, he said quietly 
to himself as he left, “But it does move”. 


Not hampered by the western church orthodoxy, a new outlook 
arose in the East, one of practical observation and experimental 
confirmation. Typified by the great Arab doctors, mathematicians, 
and physicists, this new breed of thinkers used science to give them 
new understanding, not to verify existing beliefs dictated by the 
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authorities. From understanding came knowledge, and _ then, 
ultimately, power. Power over nature, power over other men, but 
always subject to the ultimate will of Allah. They were not held 
back by the straightjacket of having to ensure all their observations 
and discoveries were acceptable to “The Orthodox Church”. Islam 
encourages research, because it can only show us the extent, glory, 
and wonder of God’s world. There are no preconceived ideas about 
the unknown. 


The small groups and communities, who were the direct 
descendants of the Essenes of Qumran, and had been quietly 
surviving somewhere deep in the deserts and mountains, began to 
come out into the open again. 


They had knowledge, ancient knowledge. This Essene knowledge, 
the knowledge of the Egyptians, preserved in ancient texts and 
scrolls, started to emerge in science, and the tradition of secret and 
public members (Credentes) re-emerged, following the example of 
previous public members such as Joseph of Arimathea. 


One of the first to establish again the tradition of research and 
knowledge was the Arab Al Kindi. His book, written in the ninth 
century CE, titled “On Stellar Rays, or the Theory of Magic Art’, 
emphasised the power of the trained human mind. It also discussed 
celestial harmony, and the nature and influence of cosmic forces. 


Al Kindi was a Muslim, and, as previously stated, Muslims were 
very active in science and arts during this period of history. They 
were not asking what aspects of nature most vividly illustrated the 
moral purposes of God, nor looking for rational explanations of the 
facts in the Bible, which were the main objectives and driving force 
of their Christian contemporaries. 


The Muslim Arabs concentrated their efforts into the quest for 
knowledge itself, which would give them some control over nature. 
For example, the observed fact that the earth revolved around the 
sun, and not vice versa, did not, to a Muslim, in any way questions 
Allah’s (God’s) plan. If that was the observed fact, then it was 
God’s plan. Man’s attempts to gain knowledge will merely result in 
a greater and deeper understanding of God’s plan, which could, 
however, never be fully understood. This was not the approach of 
the Christian Church, wherein dogma decreed what was God’s plan, 
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and if a person doubted or questioned this divine plan, even in the 
light of experimental or observable data, he was punished as a 
heretic, usually by death. 


This quest for knowledge became known in the East as alchemy, 
and was the Arab philosophers’ most fervent occupation. The 
search for the Philosopher’s Stone, the Elixir of Life, the Talisman, 
the Word of Power - call alchemy what you will - was the search for 
the secrets that would give control over nature, and thence power 
over other men. As the alchemists studied, and their findings 
became public, the secret and hidden Essene communities, which 
provided much of the basic knowledge, re-appeared to history. 


In Persia, near Kazvin, a powerful organisation suddenly appeared, 
with seemingly no previous existence, and established its 
headquarters at the hill fortress of Alamut. 


Little is known of their organisational structure, other than it was 
one of many different levels of initiation, it was governed by an all- 
powerful Grand Master, and that strict training was an integral part 
of initiate life. Secrecy of internal affairs was supreme, and 
violation was punished by instant death. In a remarkably short time, 
they became feared and respected by everyone they made contact 
with - so much so, that their very name has come down into the 
English language as a word of fear - the Assassins. 


The rise to power of the Assassins was extremely rapid, and soon 
the Assassin organisation built fortresses extending westward from 
Kazvin. Although the Assassins are generally regarded as a Muslim 
cult, they were not orthodox in their views and behaviour. 


According to some modern historians, the Assassins reached higher 
levels of consciousness, and acquired their legendary lack of fear of 
death by the use of the drug marijuana, cannabis, or hashish. The 
only evidence put forward by these historians to support this theory, 
is the similarity in sound between the words Assassin and Hashish. 
But in fact, the name Assassin bears a closer resemblance to the 
Arabic word assaseen, which means guardians, and this bears a 
strange similarity to the name of the original Assassins, the Essenes. 


In any case, it has not been recorded that the drug hashish is likely 
to bring about higher levels of consciousness, let alone fearless 
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fanaticism. Many modern doctors describe its effects as less than 
alcohol, and there are movements to legalise it in many Western 
countries — surely not a drug to produce “Assassins”. The Assassins 
were, however, “Guardians”, the guardians of a secret, the secret of 
the Essenes, and they would eventually grow into one of the most 
powerful secret societies of all time. What little is known of the 
Assassin organisation shows that they had strict discipline, and total 
obedience to the Grand Master. Members were graded into nine 
levels of initiation, and only the select few reached the ninth and 
highest level. In the lower levels, religious devotees strived, through 
following strict and austere rules, to gain the knowledge required to 
rise upwards in the hierarchy of their order. The Grand Master had 
absolute power and authority over all members. The unquestioning 
obedience of the Assassins has been remarked upon by many 
historians and contemporary observers. 


But what was the real purpose of the Assassins? Their political 
neutrality and self-confessed allegiance to no other overlord than 
their own Grand Master and God caused them to be treated with 
fear and suspicion by all. As they grew, so did open hostility 
towards them, and they began to move west, eventually setting up a 
new headquarters in Syria. 


According to A. Daraul, in his book “Secret Societies”, the seventh 
level of initiation brought knowledge of the Great Secret; the 
Assassins believed that all humanity and all creation were one, and 
everything was part of the whole. An initiate could make use of the 
creative (and destructive) power of the Universe, with the aid of a 
mysterious thing called the “Lord of Time”. Thousands of years 
before, Moses had built the lost Ark of the Covenant to contain the 
same “Lord of Time”’. 


Members were totally committed to their society. All that mattered 
to the Assassin initiates was the ability to rise through the levels 
and attain fulfilment, giving allegiance to nothing, other than God 
and the Order itself, and the Sun was used as the symbol of cosmic 
power, which provided the life-giving light of the world. 

Around the same time as the Assassins were moving their 


headquarters westwards, but thousands of miles away in France, 
Steven Harding, the Abbot of Citeaux, appointed a Cistercian monk 
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called Bernard to establish a monastery at Clairvaux in Champagne, 
France. This monk, canonised in 1174 CE as Saint Bernard of 
Clairvaux, was a strange and enigmatic character. He went on to 
become the driving force of the Western quest for alchemical 
knowledge, which had originally filtered out from the Assassin 
community at Alamut, established years earlier by the descendants 
of the Essenes themselves. 


Whatever Bernard’s real motives were, his facade of orthodoxy was 
well maintained, and he became a wealthy, powerful, and well- 
respected man, but with a known fascination for the mysteries of 
the East. 


Bernard actually spend a year travelling in the South of France, in 
1145 CE, and visited many Cathar strongholds, actually taking part 
in public debates on theology with Cathar Perfects in town squares. 
Whether he actually visited Rennes le Chateau is not recorded. 


In the meantime, the very power of the Assassins began to bring 
about their downfall. The end of their existence as an open and 
publicly known organisation loomed ahead. An example of this 
immense power and influence is shown in a story reported by John 
Laffin his great book “The Arab Mind”’- 


The famous and infamous leader Saladin, feared and admired 
adversary of the Crusaders, became wary of the neutrality the 
Assassins, and caused them some problems by issuing an order 
restricting their movements. In response, Saladin was visited by a 
personal messenger from Rashid-Ad-Din, the current Grand Master 
of the Assassins. Knowing of the legendary and deadly skills of the 
Assassins, Saladin had the messenger searched before allowing him 
anywhere near the room Saladin had allocated for the meeting. 
Having assured himself that the man was completely unarmed, the 
Assassin messenger was allowed to approach Saladin. The 
messenger then said that he must deliver his message to Saladin in 
private, but Saladin would not let his two trusted personal 
bodyguards out of his sight. The Assassin messenger agreed to this, 
and everyone except the two personal bodyguards were ordered to 
leave the room. 


When all had gone outside, the Assassin messenger did not address 
Saladin. He turned to the two guards and said, “If I instructed you 
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right now, in the name of Rashid-ad-Din, the Grand Master, to kill 
Saladin, would you do it?” Saladin’s two trusted bodyguards both 
drew their swords and replied, “As the Grand Master commands, so 
shall we obey”. Saladin must have thought his hour had come, but 
to his utter astonishment and relief, the messenger then turned on 
his heels, and left immediately, taking the two guards with him. 
Saladin took heed of this visual message, because he stopped all 
hostile activities towards the Assassins forthwith. 


So, the Assassins held allegiance to no one outside their 
organisation, and were held in awe by even the most powerful 
leaders of the time. From their new headquarters in Damascus, the 
Assassins made their first contacts with Europeans, and the next 
stage in the history of the sect began to emerge. 


The Assassin Grand Master realised, because of their perceived 
threat to contemporary leaders’ power, that they had a limited life in 
the East, and accordingly made plans to counteract this threat to 
their existence. The West was beginning to become the new centre 
of learning, and the Assassins realised that in Europe they would be 
able to make better use of their powers. The outlying Assassin 
centres were given more and more autonomy, but without the 
guidance of the Grand Masters, and they slowly degenerated into a 
purely religious cult. Alamut itself was finally besieged and 
occupied in 1256; but the political leaders of the time fell for the 
carefully prepared trap, and believed that the Assassins themselves 
were destroyed. (In fact, the descendants of the Alamut community 
survived, and are known today as Ishmaelites, led by their “Grand 
Master” the Aga Khan). 


The original Assassins reorganised into a new group, ceased to be 
an Eastern cult, and prepared to move West. At Jerusalem, the 
crossroad of Islam, Christianity, and Judaism, they laid foundations 
for the next two hundred years. The transfer to the West had to be 
very carefully planned, for any connection with the Muslim 
Assassins would jeopardise the growth of the new order in the 
Christian West. For a time, both organisations existed 
simultaneously, with no open communication. 


In the first months of 1120, a small band of nine French knights had 
arrived in Jerusalem, led by Hugh de Payens, and Andre de 
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Montbard, a close friend and relative of Bernard of Clairvaux. The 
King of Jerusalem, Baldwin II, immediately gave them exclusive 
use of a large section of the Temple, along with an allowance of 
food, drink, and servants. Why did the King give all this to a group 
of nine unknown and penniless knights? The reason in history 
books today is that they were to repay King Baldwin for his 
generosity by protecting pilgrims to Jerusalem along the 
treacherous, bandit-infested roads from Europe to the eastern end of 
the Mediterranean. 


Nine men to protect all the pilgrims coming to Jerusalem along 
hundreds of kilometres of road? Many historians have remarked on 
the ridiculousness this idea, but the standard explanation is still 
repeated. In fact, the policing of the Pilgrim route would have 
required hundreds or even thousands of knights, with command 
posts and provisions, stretched over hundreds of miles. It seems 
more probable that Baldwin II was expecting the knights for 
another reason, and that detailed secret arrangements had already 
been made between Baldwin in Jerusalem, the Assassins in 
Damascus, and Saint Bernard of Clairvaux in France. 


The group of nine were formally known as the Militia Templi, 
(Knights of the Temple), and grew, in an astonishingly short time, 
to become one of the most powerful and wealthy organisations that 
has ever been established in the West. The original knights could 
not have accomplished this feat without considerable outside help 
and financial support. It would also require a good and efficient 
internal organisation, but the Order has left us virtually nothing in 
writing about itself. 


Mr. Daraul, in his book “Secret Societies”, comes to the conclusion 
that the Militia Templi, especially with their system of Grand 
Masters, Grand Priors, and religious devotees, bears the strongest 
analogy to the organisation of the Assassins. Von Hammer 
considers that they were secretly connected with the Assassins, and 
writes that “the Assassins were the originals, the Militia Templi the 


copy.” 
Within a few years, the Miltia Templi, (or Knights Templar as they 


are better known today), were given the status of an approved order, 
by the Council of Troyes, under the authority of none other than the 


102 Dr. P. L. Spice 


Pope himself. As from January 31st 1128, the Knights Templar 
were officially in existence, and by charter, held allegiance to no 
man, except God’s representative on earth, the Pope. The Assassins 
faded quietly into obscurity, having handed over their traditions, 
knowledge, and documents to the new Guardians. Bernard of 
Clairvaux’s new organisation then began a remarkable mission that 
would take over two hundred years to fulfil. 


Bernard himself was the architect of the fabulous Chartres 
Cathedral, which was built between 1195 and 1210 CE. The 
cathedral at Chartres is a wonderful example of the sudden change 
in design of civil structures and increase in the level of masonic 
skills, which happened around this time. Bernard has left us many 
clues to his knowledge in both the design and the carvings of the 
cathedral. For example, at the time that the cathedral was being 
built, Bernard himself must have known the location of the Ark of 
the Covenant, because he had carved above the north porch the 
following:- 


AMICITUR ARCHA CEDERIS ; (Here is the Ark of the Covenant). 


Underneath it is a relief of the Ark being carried on an ox-cart 
across a landscape, with people of Negroid features. Clearly a 
reference to Ethiopia. 


What else did Bernard know? His design of the cathedral included a 
labyrinth, a symbol of mystery and quest for knowledge. 


In Bernard’s writings, when he asks the rhetorical question “What 
is God?” he replies, “God is length, width, height, and depth”. Is 
this the earliest written reference to four dimensions, and if so what 
exactly did Bernard mean and understand by this? It was to be 
nearly 700 years later before Einstein revealed to the world the 
concept of a fourth dimension, described as Time itself, and 800 
years before physicists would take seriously the concept of even 
more dimensions. 


Bernard also included in his cathedral a strange link with Berenger 
Sauniere and his much smaller church. In the stained glass window 
showing Saint Apollinarius, (a Christianisation of the Sun god 
Apollo), there is a small circle of clear glass. On mid-summer’ s day, 
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the sun shines through this opening, and strikes a brass pin set in 
the floor. Just as Berenger Sauniere built into his small village 
church at Rennes le Chateau. 

The labyrinth at Chartres is visited by thousand of pilgrims every 
year, but how many realise it may be a two dimensional 
representation of a multi-dimensioned object, just as we see in the 
two dimensional representation of a tesseract. We shall investigate 
this further in a later chapter. 
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The labyrinth at Chartres 
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A labyrinth should not be confused with a maze. A maze has many 
blind alleys, or dead ends, where the traveller has to retrace his 
footsteps and find the correct path through. 

A labyrinth has only one single path trough to the centre. A traveller 
only has to remain on the path, and he will, eventually and 
automatically, end up in the centre. 
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CHAPTER 7 
The rise of the Knights Templar 


Arise O Lord, into thy rest; thou and the Ark of thy strength. 
Psalm 132 


When the Watchers move to the west took place, not only did the 
Essenes/Assassins transfer documents and scrolls, but they also 
handed over actual treasures. With both knowledge and wealth 
came great power. The Knights Templars grew even richer in a 
remarkably short time, so rich, it was said, that “no sovereign 
prince had as much wealth”. They are credited with developing the 
first concept of modern banking, making loans and enabling money 
transfers across Europe. They became legendary in their own time, 
as had their forefathers before them, Moses, Jesus, and the 
Assassins. In battle they were feared so much that it was thought 
the odds had to be at least 3 to 1 to stand even a chance of defeating 
them! Within one hundred years of first appearing as a small group 
of nine knights in Jerusalem, they had spread throughout Europe, 
and owned no less than 3,478 castles, fortresses or houses, not to 
mention huge tracts of land, and a very large fleet of ocean-going 
ships. 


An example of the extent of their power and influence can be 
imagined from the following story. In 1252 CE King Henry of 
England made noises about confiscating some of the Templar’s 
land, so the Grand Master of England sought an audience with 
Henry. When King Henry confirmed that he was in the process of 
confiscating some Templar property, the Grand Master said to the 
King, “Far be that thy mouth should utter so disagreeable and silly 
an idea. So long as thou dost exercise judgement thou wilt reign; 
but if thou infringe it, thou wilt cease to be king’. 


No matter how diplomatically this was put, it was a direct threat to 
the King, and could be taken as high treason. King Henry was not 
known for his ability to take advice from others, but obviously this 
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time he considered it to be sound advice, for he left the Knights 
Templar well alone from then on. Such was their power and 
influence, no less than the Assassins before them. 


Rumours arose trying to explain their immense wealth, and, 
moreover, their power over even the monarchs of Europe. Stories of 
devil-worship, alchemy and other blasphemous activities, began to 
circulate. One modern historian, La Varende, in an attempt to 
explain their wealth and position, has suggested that they 
discovered America in the twelfth century, well before Columbus. 
He bases his reasoning on the facts that the Templars had a very 
large fleet of ocean-going ships, the geographical locations of their 
Commanderies, or district headquarters, and finally, because during 
that period, large amounts of silver bullion appeared on the world’s 
market from unknown sources. Much later, the silver mines of 
Lima, in central America, were a major source of silver for the 
Spanish. 


Wherever, or whatever, the source of their wealth was, the wealth 
itself was enormous, but apart from that, little else is known. Like 
the Assassins, they have left virtually nothing in writing, and their 
secrecy can be attested by the confession of one knight after 
extreme, and later fatal, torture, ordered by the King of France. This 
physically broken knight would only say, “There are certain things 
that cannot be known by anyone who is not initiated. They are so 
secret that if anyone uninitiated discovered them, even if he were 
the King of France, he would have to be put to death instantly.” 


For a few centuries, the Templars were a law unto themselves, and 
thrived throughout Europe, seeming to be a sociable and even 
charitable organisation. But what was their real purpose, what were 
they really doing? What had they received from the Assassins, 
passed down from the Essenes, and dating back to Moses and 
Akhenaten? 


The Grand Masters used the knowledge of their predecessors and 
ancestors, to gain wealth and power. It was their source of faith, the 
central object of their beliefs. But did Templars begin to think 
deeply about the words of their master Isa (Jesus) himself, “On the 
third day I shall rise again”, did they come to consider this to be a 
promise of the actual physical resurrection of their Master? 
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The early Pauline Christians had three major beliefs (1) that the 
Kingdom of God was imminent, (2) that their master would indeed 
return from the dead on the third day, and (3) the world as they 
knew it would come to an end (Mark 1:15 is an example of these 
beliefs). The Kingdom of God, or the Day of Judgement, would be 
upon them soon. Later, when these Early Christians realised that 
this was not in fact happening, their idea of Armageddon changed, 
and Jesus’ resurrection became a spiritual affair, the Kingdom of 
God coming to each man “within his own heart”. The direct 
promise of the Day of Judgement, and the physical End of the 
World, became diffused into the rather more esoteric idea of the 
Holy Spirit, or a personal “resurrection” within each person. 


But this belief is based upon the only one quotation in the Gospels 
which may be taken as implying that the Kingdom of God was an 
inward and invisible power “in the hearts” of men, (Luke chapter 
17, verses 20 & 21). Everywhere else it is described as a real and 
physical event. 


Mr. Creed, in his “Commentary on Luke”, states that a perfectly 
acceptable alternative translation of the original text; “in your 
hearts”, could be; “in the midst of you’, carrying the implication 
that the Kingdom will come without people noticing it, that is, 
suddenly and without warning, but still externally and a physical 
reality. Creed comes to the conclusion that his alternative 
translation is in harmony with all other passages concerning the 
Kingdom of God in the New Testament, and that the first 
translation would be “without parallel in the Gospels”. The 
Kingdom is described as coming without warning, as a thief in the 
night, many times e.g. Rev 3:3, and 2 Peter 3:10, but it is always 
considered to be an actual event, not an inner “virtual” experience. 


Harold Osborne says, “Jesus conceived the Kingdom as material 
and future. By a sudden catastrophic intervention, the present 
world-order would come to an abrupt end, (a tear in the fabric of 
the space-time continuum?), and a reign of righteousness would be 
imposed on this world”. Only when this did not happen in their 
lifetimes did the Pauline disciples begin to contemplate a spiritual 
kingdom as an explanation of the failure of their expectations and 
their disappointment. 
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Muslim tradition says that Isa the Nazarene (Jesus) will come again 
to restore all things, and reign as a just king. This is obviously 
considered to be a real future event. According to the Muslim 
commentator Bukhari, Isa will descend into the Holy land, kill “Al 
Dajjal (The Anti-Christ), go on to Jerusalem and pray there, reign in 
peace for 40 years and then die in the city of Al Medina, in the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia”. 


Did the Templars believe the actual words of their long-dead Grand 
Master, Isa the Nazarene, who had promised, without doubt, that he 
would return from the Far-World on the third day, and with his 
return would come a new world order? 


Spiritually the Knights Templar revered the Gospel of Saint John 
above all others gospels, and also held the 132™ Psalm in special 
esteem, using it at their initiation ceremonies. John’s Gospel is the 
most mystical and difficult to understand in conventional Christian 
terms, written not so much as a story of the life and ministry of 
Jesus, but as a mystical journey to understanding and otherwise 
secret “gnostic” knowledge. Psalm 132 deals with the care of the 
Ark of the Covenant, and also the eventual victory of an elite 
chosen few. Could it have been, that in the light of other documents 
revealed to their scholars in their extensive and newly acquired 
library of ancient documents, information came to light which made 
the Gospel of John the clearest of all gospels to the Templars. Its 
true and mystical meaning was revealed to the chosen few. 


Sir Laurence Gardner writes that the Knights Templar had returned 
from the Holy Land with documents that undermined the (Roman) 
Church’s teachings. These were the documents that they found in 
the caves deep under the Temple at Jerusalem, along with the Urim 
and Thummin, and they contained very dangerous knowledge 
indeed. One thousand years ago this knowledge would have been a 
death sentence for anyone reading it, and it is probably still 
dangerous today. 


We also know that they had access to many ancient documents 
handed down from their Assassin and Essene ancestors, but what 
did these documents teach the Knights? Could have been the basis 
of various “advanced” scientific knowledge, such as the idea that 
Galileo proposed about the earth moving around the sun? However, 
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although such radical ideas were suppressed and persecuted by the 
Roman Church, they probably did not threaten to undermine the 
Church’s fundamental teachings. 

The secrets in the documents which threatened to shake the 
foundations of the Church must have been altogether more 
terrifying to the Church authorities. What did the Knights Templar 
know which caused such concern, and eventually brought about 
their destruction by the Roman Church? 


Psalm 132 may give us some clues, it goes as follows, with 
highlights in italics for special interest:- 


Lord, remember David, and all his afflictions: 

How he sware unto the Lord, and vowed unto the 
mighty God of Jacob; 

Surely I will not come into the tabernacle of my house, 
nor go up into my bed; 

I will not give sleep to mine eyes, nor slumber to mine 


eyelids; 

Until I find out a place for the Lord, an habitation for 
the mighty God of Jacob. 

Lo, we heard of it at Ephratah: we found it in the fields 
of the wood. 

We will go into his tabernacles: we will worship at his 
footstool. 

Arise O Lord, into thy rest; thou and the Ark of thy 
strength. 


Let thy priests be clothed with righteousness; and let thy 
saints shout for joy. 

For thy servant David’s sake turn not away from the 
face of thine anointed. 

The Lord hath sworn in truth unto David; he will not 
turn from it; 

Of the fruit of thy body will I set upon thy throne. 

If thy children will keep thy covenant and my testimony 
that I shall teach them, their children shall also sit upon 
thy throne for evermore. 

For the Lord hath chosen Zion; he hath desired it for 
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his habitation. 

This is my rest forever: here will I dwell; for I have 
desired it. 

I will abundantly bless her provision: I will satisfy her 
poor with bread. 

I will also clothe her priests with salvation: and her 
saints shall shout aloud for joy. 

There will I make the horn of David to bud: I have 
ordained a lamp for mine anointed. 

His enemies will I clothe with shame: but upon himself 
shall his crown flourish. 


During the relatively calm and peaceful period when the Templars 
had wealth and power in Europe, without fear of effective Church 
persecution, they spent their time researching and appraising the 
knowledge in their ancient libraries. They reassessed the whole 
situation of the crucifixion of the Nazarene, and the promise he 
made to return on the third day. Did the essence or the soul of their 
Master somehow imbed itself into the “Lord of Time’, in the 
timeless region known to the Ancient Egyptians as the Far-World? 
Was it held captured in the centre of the grail, just as the “host” is 
captured in the centre of a monstrance? 


The Knights Templar came to the conclusion that they must attempt 
to bring the Nazarene back to this time zone, and to do that they 
reasoned that they needed all the “parts of the jig-saw puzzle’. This 
included the Grail, and the Shroud, and the Ark of the Covenant. 
The Templars reasoned that the Ark, as a specially designed 
container for the “Lord of Time”, may have some function to ensure 
to correct operation of the device. The time had come to recover the 
lost Ark from Ethiopia, the Grail from England, and the Shroud 
from Europe, and put them in one place under the control of the 
Templars. 


An task force was established, a secret group within the secret 
group, and three “Grand Priors”, a high rank in the Templar 
organisation, were each given the task of reclaiming, respectively, 
the Ark, the Grail, and the Shroud. The entire resources of the 
Templars were put at their disposal, and they were answerable only 
to the Grand Master himself. As we have no record of the actual 
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names of the Priors who were entrusted with these sacred tasks, we 
have named these Knights the Ark Prior, the Grail Prior, and the 
Shroud Prior. 


The Ark Prior travelled to the community of Knights Templar 
already living and working in Ethiopia, and gave them the long- 
awaited message, that the time had come to carry off the Ark to 
Europe. He was able to utilise the existing plans and resources 
which had been set up in Ethiopia, and his job, basically, was to 
give the command to start. This was successful, and the lost Ark 
was recovered by the Knights Templar, travelling overland to the 
coast of Africa, and thence up to the Templar’s headquarters. 


THE TEMPLARS AND THE GRAIL 


The Grail Prior set off with his small but deadly band of dedicated 
Knights, retracing the journey that Joseph of Arimathea and his 
group had made, back in 35 CE. Starting at Marseilles, they 
travelled up through Europe towards England. Obviously their true 
quest could not be disclosed to the Church authorities, so they 
travelled incognito as traders, local Templar groups supporting 
them en route. Having satisfied himself that Saint Augustine had 
been unsuccessful in his early attempt to recover the Grail, the Prior 
made for Glastonbury, England, arriving on the shores of Kent in 
the autumn of 1183 CE. 


After a short stay in Canterbury to re-check their conclusion that 
Saint Augustine had failed in his mission, and to ensure the Grail 
was still in England, they made their way westward, as soon as the 
winter months were over. When they arrived at Glastonbury Abbey 
in April 1184 CE, the Abbot, Robert of Winchester, made them 
very welcome, but only superficially. The abbot and the monks of 
Glastonbury had plenty of practice in keeping the Grail a secret, 
and they had no intention of even admitting that they possessed it. 
After a few days of gentle discussion, it was obvious that Abbot 
Robert of Winchester would not co-operate, so the Templars were 
left with no alternative. Consequently, early in the morning of 25th 
May 1184 CE, just before dawn, the Grail Prior led his knights on a 
raid into Glastonbury Abbey. The few monks guarding the 
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sanctuary were rapidly disposed of, and the Knights began a 
systematic destruction, in their search for the Grail’s hiding place. 
After they had found the Grail, all the Abbey buildings, some 
dating back to the seventh century CE, were set alight, and 
destroyed completely in the ensuing blaze. 


The ruins visible today at Glastonbury are actually the remains of a 
second Abbey, which was built after the fire and destruction of the 
original abbey by the Templars in 1184 CE. 


The Abbot of Glastonbury could not complain to the Roman 
Church, nor ask for its help to recover the Grail, because they had 
never actually admitted to owning the Grail in the first place, even 
though legend placed it there. However, contemporary historians, 
after 1184 CE, do not mention the Grail at all when discussing 
Glastonbury. 


Adam of Domerham, a local writer, describes the aftermath of the 
fire: “What groans, what tears, what pains arose as the monks saw 
what had happened, and pondered over the loss they had suffered”. 
This is rather a strong statement about the loss of mere buildings, 
which can be built again. No, what the monks had really lost was 
the Grail, the “Secret of the Lord”, the “Lord of Time”, which had 
been in their possession for more than one thousand years. This loss 
destroyed the very essence of Glastonbury, and took away the 
binding force of the Abbey. Glastonbury’s importance as a place of 
pilgrimage declined, and eventually the re-built Abbey, and the 
monks themselves, were totally destroyed. The last Abbot was 
hung, drawn, and quartered, on the hill overlooking the ruins. 


The Grail Prior and his Knights began their return journey, carefully 
guarding their priceless treasure. The winter of 1184 -1185 CE was 
spent in the castle of Sir Robert de Boron, in Burgundy, France. 
During the long winter months many stories must have changed 
hands, and Robert picked up a lot about the Grail, albeit only what 
the Prior and his Knights wanted him to know. Robert was to later 
embellish this information and produce one of the earliest stories 
about the Holy Grail. His epic poem “Le Roman dou L’Estoire dou 
Graal” relates how Joseph of Arimathea came to England with the 
Grail, and adds many later adventures of the Grail. This poem 
marked the beginning of many legends and stories, culminating in 
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the classic by Sir Thomas Mallory in 1584 CE, “Le Morte 
d’Arthur’”, by which time the Grail and King Arthur had both 
become firmly established in English folklore. 


Robert de Boron did, however, give credit to the originators of his 
poem, without of course, mentioning them by name. He states that, 
after giving hospitality to a band of travelling knights, he was 
shown “a great book” written by “great clerks” which contained the 
secret “that is called the Grail”. (Robert de Boron, W.A. Nitze, 
Librairie Honore Champion, Paris 1971). 


After resting during the bad weather months of the harsh winter, the 
Knights set off again, returning to their headquarters. After 
depositing the Grail safely in the Templar Treasury, their task was 
completed, seemingly without detection or suspicion. 


But did a small leak of information occur? Did a German, writing 
around 1210 CE, suspect or even have knowledge of the 1184 
Glastonbury raid when he wrote “the Grail is now guarded by 
knights called Templeisen”. Wolfram von Eschenbach’s medieval 
poem “Parzival” no longer described the Grail as a cup or a chalice, 
but as a “thing called the Grail” (Parzival section 235, translated by 
H.M. Mustard and C.E. Passage New York 1961). Had von 
Eschenbach heard rumours, or is this just a literary coincidence? 
We shall never know, but the church in Eschenbach in Germany 
has a strange small entrance door at the back, and it looks like the 
entrance to a Middle Eastern Caliphs castle, something more in 
place in a film about Aladdin than in a medieval church. The author 
has not been able to discover the relevance of this odd doorway. 


THE TEMPLARS AND THE SHROUD 


With the Grail monstrance now safely in their care, the Templars 
needed the Shroud and the Ark to enable them to attempt what they 
has decided was their main task, the resurrection ceremony. A small 
group of Knights, led by the Shroud Prior, began to investigate the 
present whereabouts of the Shroud. It had originally been the grave 
cloth covering the Nazarene’s body, left behind in the tomb when 
the Knight’s predecessors, the Essenes, were disturbed by Mary, as 
the sun was rising over Jerusalem on that awesome morning, more 
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than one thousand years before. 


As the Knights Templar reviewed the ancient scrolls and documents 
in their archives, stretching back over the centuries, they discovered 
that the Shroud had been taken to Edessa by Thaddeus, and 
attempts at its recovery by the Early Church at Jerusalem had failed. 
They reconstructed its history, in the way that detectives reconstruct 
the events preceding a crime. 


At Edessa, it had then been folded four times and decorated with 
silk and gold by Aggai, and finally hidden in the niche above the 
city gate. A flood had caused its re-discovery around 525 CE, and 
the “image of the head of Christ” became a well-known relic 
locally. When John Curcuas besieged Edessa in 943 CE, he had his 
thoughts on the Shroud. The Byzantine Emperor in Constantinople, 
Romanus Lecapenus, specifically desired to own the “miraculous 
image of Edessa”, and John Curcuas, his most trusted and capable 
general, would have been able to put a feather in his cap by 
bringing it home as a gift for the Emperor. When, in the spring of 
943 CE, the Byzantine army stood outside the walls of Edessa, 
there seemed no alternative but defeat for the besieged city. But 
John Curcuas did not continue the campaign to its normal 
conclusion; he made a quite unprecedented offer to the helpless 
city. He told the Emir of Edessa that, on the word of the Emperor 
himself, Edessa and the inhabitants would be spared, 200 Edessan 
prisoners held by John Curcuas would be released, the Byzantine 
army would never attack Edessa again, and on top of all that, he 
would actually pay the Emir 12,000 silver crowns! 


All John Curcuas wanted in return was the Shroud, the image of 
Edessa. But the Shroud was held so sacred and valuable that the 
Emir could not make up his mind whether to accept or not, so he 
asked Curcuas for time in which to consult his superior, the Caliph, 
in Baghdad. The Emir of Edessa was playing for time, and had an 
official forgery made. The Emir was hoping that the Byzantine 
Emperor would never know the difference Eventually, after many 
months of siege and discussions, in 944 CE, the Emir of Edessa 
agreed to John Curcuas’ terms, and John Curcuas with the Bishop 
Abraham, entered the city to take possession of the Shroud. The 
Emir tried to fob them off with the forgery, but Bishop Abraham 
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must have seen the original, or at least known about its remarkable 
characteristics, because he was not taken in. The Emir then played 
his trump card, admitted that the “shroud” he had offered was a 
forgery, and presented the Bishop with the real thing - another 
forgery. This time Bishop Abraham must have become really angry, 
so, eventually and very reluctantly, the Emir brought forth the real 
Shroud. As anyone can see from photographs today, the image on 
the Shroud is quite unique, and so far has proved to be incapable of 
being copied or reproduced convincingly. 


The Emir’s plan had gone badly wrong, and when the Christian 
community in Edessa found out that the real shroud was being 
taken away, they began to riot, and in the ensuing running battle, in 
which they tried to regain their precious relic, John Curcuas, 
Bishop Abraham, and the Emir, only just managed to escape from 
the city. They ran to the banks of the Euphrates, and with the help 
of their bodyguards boarded a waiting boat. The angry Christian 
mob was unable to follow, and they crossed the river to safety, 
carrying their prize with them. 


The image of Edessa was then taken to Constantinople where it was 
displayed in a place of honour, in the chapel of the Pharos, on the 
right side facing east. A few months after it arrived, in January 945 
CE, Constantine Porphyrogenitus became the new Emperor. He 
issued a special gold coin to commemorate the arrival of the Shroud 
in Constantinople. He also declared August 16" as the official feast 
day of the Shroud, or Mandylion as it was also known. Ironically, 
Edessa was completely razed to the ground by Turkish troops some 
two hundred years later, so if the Shroud had not been safely taken 
to Constantinople, it would surely have been destroyed. 


We know that the Image of Edessa arrived in Constantinople, in 
splendour, on August 15th 944 CE, the feast of the assumption of 
the Virgin Mary, and stayed there until April 1204 CE, when the 
Christian forces of the Fourth Crusade attacked and sacked 
Constantinople. Previously, the friendly inhabitants of the city had 
allowed the Crusaders to use Constantinople as a resting place. 
Why the Crusaders should suddenly turn on fellow Christians has 
puzzled historians down through the ages. Did the Shroud Prior and 
his band have anything to do with the mystery? 
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The Shroud Prior would quite easily have traced the Shroud to 
Constantinople, but it must have seemed invulnerable in the Pharos 
Chapel, guarded day and night. So a plan was needed which would 
allow the Templars access to the Chapel, followed by the 
opportunity to recover the Shroud. It would also be an advantage if 
all traces of suspicion could be kept away from the Templars 
themselves. 


At this time in the early years of the thirteenth century, the Pope 
was Innocent III. His Holiness Innocent III is reported by many 
scholars to have been at least in league with the Templars, if not a 
Knight Templar himself. The first stage of the Knight Templar’s 
bold strategic plan to recover the shroud was the establishment of 
the Fourth Crusade, and Pope Innocent III duly set about this task. 
Whether he was recruited by the Shroud Prior after he became 
Pope, or whether his actual election as Pope was also engineered by 
the Templars, is irrelevant. The facts are that he did exactly what 
the Shroud Prior and the Templars wanted. 


The Shroud Prior and his small band of men joined the Fourth 
Crusade, and easily blended in with the other crusading knights. 
When they got to the city of Constantinople, the second stage of the 
plan was brought into play. The Knights Templar began to cause 
dissent in the city, and antagonism between the townspeople and 
the Crusaders rose up quickly and reached a violent level. 


Some Crusaders, spurred on by the Templars, started saying that it 
would be easier, and more profitable, to plunder the city, than it 
would to continue the Crusade itself, and a lot less dangerous! 
Violence spread rapidly through the city, and the result was the 
total sacking of Constantinople, a blow from which it would never 
recover - the splendour of the city being lost forever. 


During the chaos of the terrible fighting that broke out, the 
Templars reformed and made their way to the Cathedral of Saint 
Sophia. Once inside they ignored the gold and jewels of the altar, 
and went straight to their goal in the Pharos Chapel. When they had 
the Shroud safely in their care, they made a hasty retreat, and re- 
grouped outside the city walls. 


Robert de Clari was a French knight who joined the Fourth Crusade 
at the beginning of 1203 CE and, although not a Templar, had been 
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especially interested in the Shroud. After Constantinople had been 
sacked and looted, he made specific enquiries as to its whereabouts, 
and, presumably wanting it for himself, was very disappointed 
when he could not find it. He said, “no one, neither Greek nor 
French, ever knew what became of this syndoine (shroud) after the 
city was taken” (E. Bradford, The Great Betrayal, Constantinople 
1204, Hodder & Stoughton 1967). 


Gibbon, in Chapter 60 of his “Decline and Fall of the Roman 
Empire” says of the sacking of the city “they trampled underfoot 
the most venerable objects of Christian worship. In the Cathedral of 
Saint Sophia the altar was broken in pieces”. All relics were 
assumed to have been destroyed, including the Shroud. A very 
useful assumption for the Templars, who were happy to let the story 
circulate that the Shroud had been destroyed. 


The Shroud Prior and his men left the Crusaders to share out the 
remaining loot, and returned to the Templar Treasury in Acre, 
taking with them the image of their long dead Master, Isa the 
Nazarene. Meanwhile, Pope Innocent III expressed horror that the 
Crusaders should attack fellow Christians, and mourned the loss of 
Constantinople. But this Pope was innocent by name only. 


With the Shroud now in their safe care, the Templars looked back 
on the episode and congratulated themselves on such a successful 
operation. But they had not entirely escaped suspicion, Robert de 
Clari concluded his story of the Shroud by saying that he did not 
think that the Shroud was destroyed, and suggested that it must 
have been stolen “by some lone Crusader Knight”. 


So, after a brief period of public display in Constantinople, the 
shroud disappeared from history again. Ian Wilson describes the 
following years as the “missing years”, and devotes chapter 19 of 
his book to this period (The Turin Shroud by Ian Wilson, Victor 
Gollancz.). 


Mr. Wilson comes to the following conclusions about the keepers of 
the Shroud after 1204 CE; “One must expect a group of owners, 
rather than an individual owner. They must have possessed 
considerable wealth, otherwise there surely would have been too 
great a temptation to sell the relic, worth a prince’s ransom. They 
must have also had the wherewithal to ensure its concealment and 
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security - no mean feat over five generations”. 


Wilson then goes on to say “as it happens there is one historical 
group of suspects who fit these requirements with uncanny 
precision, the Knights Templar’. 


So the Templars now had the Shroud, and the Grail, as they had 
planned, and the retrieval of the Ark was in progress. But new and 
immediate problems arose, because the Middle East suddenly 
became a dangerous place for Christians. Jerusalem was taken over 
by Muslims in 1244 CE, and the Templar stronghold in Acre was 
attacked by a massive force in 1291 CE. With their usual foresight, 
the Templars had predicted this change, and after a short stay in 
Cyprus, arrived on the shores of Europe, at Marseilles, with their 
treasure, transferring everything to their new headquarters which 
had been set up in Paris. 


WHAT THE TEMPLARS DID NEXT. 


Settled in a much safer environment, the Templars began to prepare 
for their main event, an attempt to bring back their master from the 
Far-World. We do know something of their rituals; Sir H.C. Lea 
says that they used to chant the 67" Psalm (History of the 
Inquisition in the Middle Ages, Sir H.C. Lea, New York 1887). Let 
us try to imagine what may have happened in the Paris Temple, 
over seven hundred years ago. 


Moses’ lost Ark of the Covenant, recovered from Ethiopia just in 
time, and now containing the monstrous Grail, the “Lord of Time”, 
the power source and concentrator of cosmic and sub-atomic forces, 
would have been ready to supply the burst of energy required. The 
original shroud would be laying on some kind of altar. 


The time and the date would have been most carefully calculated, to 
the best of their ability. The Grand Master and the Priors who were 
to perform the ceremony had been through weeks of personal 
preparation. They must also have had great courage, for if the 
ceremony did prove to be a success, the results would be wondrous, 
awesome, and perhaps catastrophic. Slowly, inevitably, the 
appointed day grew closer, and the Templars began to hope that this 
would be the culmination of centuries of work by Atenists, 
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Therapeutae, Essenes, Assassins, and Knights Templar. 


One clear morning in Paris, early in the fourteenth century after the 
actual crucifixion of their master Isa the Nazarene, the Grand 
Master of the Order of the Knights Templar turned and faced the 
assembly of Priors and high level initiates gathered solemnly before 
him. The Temple was prepared, everything was ready, and the 
silence became overwhelming, as the sun started to rise. The first 
rays touched the Ark and the light of the sun somehow started the 
device. Photons bounced inside the monstrous grail, and something 
began to happen, deep inside the fabric of space and time itself, 
possibly affecting the vibrational characteristics of the strings that 
are the building blocks of matter. As the grail started to vibrate, the 
Knights chanted the 67th psalm: 


God be merciful unto us, and bless us; 

And cause his face to shine upon us, Selah. 

That thy way may be known upon earth, thy saving 
health among all nations. 

Let the people praise thee, O God; let all the people 
praise thee. 

O let the nations be glad and sing for joy: 

for thou shalt judge the people righteously, and govern 
the nations upon earth, Selah. 

Let the people praise thee, O God; 

Let all the people praise thee. 

Then shall the earth yield her increase; and God, even 
our own God, Shall bless us. 

God shall bless us; and all the ends of the earth shall 
fear him. 


In awe and fear, as the rising sun shone its light on the faces of the 
chanting Templars, they asked that the face of their ultimate Grand 
Master should shine with them. The sun rose higher, and the fully 
charged Grail in the Ark emitted a concentrated burst of energy into 
the room. 


After the effects of the monstrous “flash” had worn off, the 
Templars could see that their Grand Master had not returned from 
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the far-World. The shroud was still an empty cloth lying on the 
table. The gathered Knights must have at first felt relieved, the End 
of the World was not yet to be, but then despair would come over 
them - their attempt to recover their ultimate Master had failed. 
Why? What had gone wrong? Their ability to interpret the ancient 
writings had been called into doubt. More research was needed. 


And cause his face to shine upon us, Selah. 


a res ar 
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CHAPTER 8 
The end of the Knights Templar 


“| am as a man taking a far journey. 
W atch ye therefore: for ye know not when the master returns. 
And what | say unto you, | say unto all, W atch”. 
Said | esus, as reported in the Gospel of Saint M ark, chapter 13 
‘verses 34-37 


What went wrong, why did the attempt to bring back the Master 
from the Far-World fail? The Templars realised that some part must 
be missing from the jigsaw puzzle which, when completed, would 
inevitably bring about the return, as was promised by Isa the 
Nazarene. They began to search through the ancient documents and 
manuscripts, which had been passed down from the builders and 
architects of the pyramids, thousands of years earlier, looking for 
the answer. 


That this secret library of ancient knowledge exists there can be no 
doubt. Throughout the ages, many references are made to such 
arcane knowledge. For example, the Arab  Rhabdas, a 
mathematician who lived and worked in Constantinople around 
1150 CE, used a method for deriving the square root of a number 
which had only previously been used in Ancient Egypt, more than 
2,000 years earlier. There is no record of anyone using this method 
in between these times. Where was this knowledge kept hidden? 
We shall see later that the most famous and noted scientists of the 
16", 17" and 18" centuries all acknowledged that they only “re- 
discovered” ancient knowledge from ancient documents and scrolls. 


Whilst the reason for the failure of the attempt to bring the master 
back from the Far-World was being investigated, the politics of the 
outside world was growing more and more hostile towards the 
Knights Templar. King Philip the Fair of France had, for various 
reasons, been building up his case against the Templars for some 
time. Not only was he simply jealous of all their wealth because he 
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personally owed them quite a sum, but he also now knew they were 
in possession of the Ark of the Covenant, taken from Ethiopia. The 
Pope had always considered the Templars as a “rogue” 
organisation, because they had grown so wealthy and were 
independent. He coveted their wealth, and, of course the Pope 
wanted the Ark for himself as did the King of France. 


Propaganda from the Pope, in the form of rumours started at the 
Vatican, were spread and encouraged the King of France. These 
rumours said that the Knights Templar took part in blasphemous 
rituals, that they worshipped a strange bearded head, (could this 
have had its foundation in the Shroud?), and most serious of all, 
they even trampled the cross underfoot. The real motives behind 
King Philip’s and the Pope’s joint schemes were a combination of 
fear of the Knights’ power and independence, and greed for their 
legendary, and actual, knowledge and treasure. 


Pope Clement V and King Philip carefully planned their cowardly 
method of attack, which was to be by means of secret dawn raids 
with large numbers of men, simultaneously, at almost all the 
Templar centres in France. The Poe and the King knew they only 
had the one chance, so the raids were planned to occur together, and 
without warning. 


The Knights however, had eyes and ears in many places, and they 
were aware that trouble was brewing. Jacques de Molay, the Grand 
Master, had specifically made the long journey to Paris in 1307 CE, 
and asked the King that the rumours and accusations made 
privately against the Templars should be put up before a Papal 
enquiry. Perhaps he also went to deny the accusations that the 
Knights Templar had stolen the Ark from the Ethiopians, and 
thereby take the Pope’s eyes off the Templars? 


Whatever happened, Jacques assessment of the situation made him 
realise the imminent danger, and understanding the vulnerability of 
the Paris Temple, Jacques made urgent arrangements for the Paris 
Temple Treasury to be secretly transferred to Besancon castle, 
where the Templars had already established a regional headquarters. 
Besancon itself had been a free city since the time of Frederick 
Barbarosa, not part of France, and was therefore a relatively safe 
place if the King of France should turn against the Templars. And 
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that is exactly what the King did, assisted by the Pope. 


Before dawn, on Friday the 13” of October 1307 CE, French army 
generals opened sealed orders throughout France. These generals 
were instructed to arrest immediately all known Knights Templar, 
plus their servants and associates. All their belongings and property 
were to be confiscated. Many were executed for heresy straight 
away. In Paris, King Philip’s henchmen met with fierce and bloody 
resistance at the Temple’s headquarters, but, outnumbered by 
impossible odds, the dedicated Knights were all killed or captured. 
King Philip had given special instructions that all goods at the Paris 
Temple should be seized and a meticulous inventory made on the 
spot. Nothing was to be destroyed or taken by the soldiers, anyone 
violating this order would be executed. The general in charge, much 
to the annoyance of King Philip the Fair, reported accurately what 
he found. Nothing at all was found in the Knights Templar Temple 
in Paris. When the King’s soldiers burst in, it was completely 
empty. 


In his rage, Philip tortured the Knights he had captured, trying to 
find out what had happened to their treasure. Under horrific and 
continuous torture many Knights confessed to anything asked of 
them, others died, but amongst all the confessions of various 
heretical acts that were made, not one acknowledged the existence 
of any treasure, let alone its location. When no evidence at all could 
be found, even Pope Clement V began to have doubts about King 
Philip’s true motives, and ordered that the Master and Priors should 
be held until an examination could be made by a Papal 
Commission, and sentence passed by the Vatican authorities. On 
19" March 1314 CE, the members of the Papal Commission were 
all assembled, in public, outside the Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris. 
Jacques de Molay, Grand Master of the Knights Templar, and his 
deputy, Geoffrey de Charnay, Grand Prior of Normandy, were 
brought forward on a scaffold to face the Papal Commission. 


Both Knights had been subjected to horrible torture and 
imprisonment for seven years. It is difficult for us now to imagine 
the conditions in a French dungeon around 1300 CE, and the 
various methods of torture may be read about by anyone with a 
strong disposition. That these two men were still physically capable 
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of standing and making a speech is in itself remarkable; and the 
fact that their minds were still clear and sharp is a tribute to their 
faith and courage. 


But they were in a state of relief — King Philip the Fair had 
promised them pardons and complete freedom if they made 
confessions in public to the Papal Commission, their only 
alternative being further torture and ultimately, execution. Jacques 
and Geoffrey had both agreed to the King’s demands, and scripted 
confessions were written for them, personally checked and 
approved by King Philip himself. The two Knights were given time 
to learn and rehearse the concocted confessions, and even had 
practice runs in front of King Philip’s advisers. 


The Pope’s representatives had been told that the Knights were to 
make detailed confessions in public, and an eager crowd awaited 
them as they stepped forward to the front of the scaffold, on that 
cold and crisp March morning. As they began to speak, their breath 
showing as white puffs in the cold morning air, their strength of 
character and calm composure was visible to all. Even the 
boisterous Paris crowd suddenly became quiet. 


The King’s advisers waited contentedly for the two Knights to 
deliver their well-rehearsed speeches, admitting everything, and 
thereby justifying the King’s actions. But, instead of their prepared 
confessions, the brave Knights said that they were not guilty of any 
of the crimes imputed to them, or of the Order of the Knights 
Templar. They clearly spoke out to the crowd that the only guilt 
they felt was the fact they had made false accusations about the 
Knights Templar, but stressed that these confessions had been made 
under threat of execution and with the pressure of unbearable 
torture. They stated publicly, loudly and clearly that the Templars 
had never served any other cause than that of Jesus. 


This remarkable display of faith and strength brought the crowd 
onto their side, and the people of Paris began to cheer the Knights, 
shouting such words as “Saints’ and “Martyrs”. The Papal 
Commission found itself in a very embarrassing position, and 
decided to retire immediately to discuss the matter. They declared 
they would announce their decision later. King Philip, known for 
uncontrollable anger and fits of rage, was almost too mad to talk. 
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He had been embarrassed and humiliated in public and wanted 
immediate revenge. So, right then and there, after the Papal 
Commissioners had left, and before they could return to prevent it, 
he ordered the instant execution of both Jacques and Geoffrey. 


On 19" March 1314 CE, near the banks of the river Seine, within 
sight of the Cathedral of Notre Dame de Paris, the last publicly 
known senior Initiates of the Order of the Knights Templar, Grand 
Master and Deputy, were slowly burnt to death. They died with 
such calm composure that the crowd of spectators began to say that 
they really were martyrs. 


As his body painfully gave up its life, Jacques de Molay, Grand 
Master of the Knights Templar, declared solemnly to the people of 
Paris that both the King of France and the Pope in Rome would pay 
dearly for their actions against the Templars. 


The last words he ever spoke were his final instructions as the 
Grand Master, instructions which were always obeyed, and carried 
out by to the letter by the loyal Knights Templar. 


Thirty three days later, Pope Clement was dead, at 50 a relatively 
young and healthy man. Before the year was out, aged only 46, the 
King of France died on 29"" November 1314 CE, apparently from a 
stroke. 


The surviving Knights, with their land and possessions confiscated, 
and on the run, paused for breath at Besancon castle. There, and in 
other hidden safe-houses across France and Europe, they re- 
grouped. Their prime objective was the protection of their Treasury, 
and the preservation of their Order, a society dating back to before 
Moses, and now almost destroyed by kingly greed and papal 
jealousy. At Besu, in the south of France, a group of Knights had 
been warned minutes before the dawn raids, and escaped alive. This 
group, and the ones at Besancon, became the nucleus for the 
reformed Templars. From that time on, they would have to be a 
private society, its members leading seemingly normal public lives, 
whilst furthering their cause in complete secrecy, and therefore 
complete safety. There was never to be another day like Friday the 
Thirteenth of October 1307 CE. 


The massive Templar fleet of ships, which was lying at anchor in 
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La Rochelle harbour in France, was also able to escape. Early in the 
morning of Friday the Thirteenth, the entire fleet of ships set sail 
and disappeared into the Atlantic Ocean. None of these ships were 
ever seen or heard of again. Sir Laurence Gardner says that the 
Templar fleet “sailed to Scotland, and on arrival there was 
welcomed by Robert the Bruce, who, along with the whole Scottish 
nation, had, at that time, been excommunicated by the Pope.” 


Did, in fact, some of the Templars aboard the ships arriving in 
Scotland transfer their allegiance to the Scottish King, and develop 
into the society known as Freemasons, which is still in existence 
today? They even had with them a model of the Ark of the 
Covenant, which was later carried into battle by the Scottish army 
fighting against the English. This is known as the Monymusk 
Reliquary, and is now on display in the new Museum of Scotland. 
There is much evidence to link old graves of this period in Scotland 
with Templar symbols, and there are many stories of transatlantic 
travel from Scotland before Columbus. Perhaps the Templar 
captains, with Scottish crews, made use of their maps of the world, 
which would have shown the world was not flat, and that there was 
land on the other side of the Atlantic Ocean. 


Or did the entire Templar fleet sail off directly to central America, 
where the Templars had previously established their silver mines 
and communities? 


But back to the surviving Templars, hiding in France with their 
treasures. An unfortunate accident at Besancon castle in 1349 CE 
caused the entire Templar Treasury to be transferred to Besu. A fire 
broke out in the castle and came close to destroying the Watchers’ 
most precious possessions. Lumps of molten lead falling from the 
burning roof did in fact burn small holes in the Shroud, and these 
holes are still visible on the Shroud today, in between patches 
covering the burn marks of the second fire which the Shroud 
survived, the 1532 CE fire in the chapel at Chambery. 


Besu, far from Paris, and in fairly isolated countryside, became the 
new centre for the surviving the Knights, and the birthplace of their 
new order - the Watchers. Besu, and the next two villages, 
Blanchfort and Rennes-le-Chateau, became a secret haven for the 
New Watchers. To avoid any possibility of future threats to the 
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Treasury, a secret fortress was built, far from roads and villages, in 
the mountainous countryside that surrounded the three villages. 


Use was made of a natural cave, internal modifications were 
completed, and the entrance hidden. Deep in the mountain, 
undetectable, and safe from the outside world, the legacy of 
Akhenaten, Moses, Essenes, Assassins and Templars, had at last 
found a secure home. The Watchers began a new chapter in their 
long historical story. Work began once again on preparations for the 
return of their master, Isa the Nazarene. 


Apart from the Freemasons in Scotland, another group of Knights 
would form a “breakaway” organisation, but it was to be short- 
lived. Thirty five years after the deaths of the Grand Master and 
Geoffrey de Charnay in Paris, a new “Bailli” was appointed by 
King John the Good of France. A Bailli was a kind of provincial 
governor, a post combining county judge, mayor, tax collector, 
local army controller, and representative of the King. The new 
Bailli’s area was the Carcassonne, which included Besu and 
Rennes-le-Chateau. The name of the man appointed was Geoffrey 
de Charny. 


There are no clear genealogical references to provide absolutely 
conclusive proof that this Geoffrey de Charny (Geoffrey II) was 
related to the Geoffrey de Charnay (Geoffrey I), the last publicly 
known Master of the Knights Templar, burnt at the stake in 1314 
CE. However, enough documentary evidence exists to suggest they 
were great-uncle and great-nephew. De Charny or de Charnay was 
not a common name, and the variation in spelling was quite usual at 
this time in history, documents exist showing both spellings for 
both men. 


The life of Geoffrey de Charny II has been thoroughly investigated 
by Ian Wilson in his book “The Shroud of Turin”, and Mr. Wilson 
comes to the conclusion “that Geoffrey (ID) was trying to revive the 
Templars under a different name”, because on January 6th 1352 
CE, Geoffrey II with the blessings of the King of France, founded a 
new religious-military order, called the Order of the Star. This order 
had an initiation ceremony that was reminiscent of the Templars’, 
and, influenced by the Grail legends, was set in the style of King 
Arthur's Round Table. Its major difference was that it was public, 


128 Dr. P. L. Spice 


answerable to the King, and religiously orthodox. 


Why did Geoffrey II do this? We can only speculate, piecing 
together the few facts with our reconstructed history of the 
Templars at that time. 


Geoffrey II, was Governor of the Carcassonne, and clearly a prime 
candidate for membership of the now underground and secret 
society that the Templars had become. However, Geoffrey II had 
always been of slightly unstable character, and he seems to have 
had some kind of religious experience or mental breakdown around 
1350 CE. At this time England and France were at war, and 
Geoffrey II was captured, spending 18 months from 1350 to 1351 in 
prison in England. During this time he had some sort of vision or 
experience, and his personality changed dramatically. This sudden 
change has been noted by academic scholars of his poetry. 


Although Geoffrey was a noted poet, he was also a man of action, 
and he must have told his fellow Templars about his vision. The 
now secretive and private behaviour of the Templars would have 
frustrated Geoffrey beyond control, so Geoffrey II requested the 
Grand Master to reorganise the Knights Templar into a new, high 
profile, military power. Being unable to convince the Knights of the 
sense behind his vision, Geoffrey II decided to act for himself. 
Whilst still honouring his Templar vows of absolute secrecy, he 
started the Order of the Star, and drew together a group of knights, 
possibly other disillusioned Templars. Geoffrey II formed a 
breakaway group who thought that action was the answer to all 
problems. We are reminded of the Zealots, a violent group who 
were related to the Essenes, and who all died in the Roman 
massacre at Masada in 72 CE, due to their belief that action was the 
final solution. 


The similarity between the Order of the Star and the Zealots at 
Masada does not end there. In a terrible event of deja-vue, 
Geoffrey’s Order of the Star was short lived. Every single member 
of the Order of the Star was killed on one day — the 19th September 
1356 CE. On this day, five miles from the town of Poitiers in 
France, Geoffrey and the entire membership of the Knights of the 
Order of the Star, led their king and his army into battle against the 
Black Prince of England. Although the English were outnumbered 
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by more than three to one by the large French army, the immensely 
superior firepower of the English longbowmen took a fearful toll of 
French lives. The Black Prince managed to out-manoeuvre the 
French, and the Englishmen men charged down on to the King of 
France himself. Geoffrey de Charny and the other Knights of the 
Order of the Star, formed a bodyguard around their king. 


Geoffrey himself, official Standard Bearer of France, fought with 
incredible valour. Holding the red silk banner of France high, his 
huge battle-axe cutting through English soldiers, the small group 
closed up around the French king. Recklessly, the knights stuck 
steadfastly to their vows - never to retreat in battle, even against the 
whole English army. One by one the members of the Order of the 
Star fell, Geoffrey cutting an English knight in two when the enemy 
attempted to strike the king. Geoffrey’s final act was to place his 
own body in the path of a lance thrust at the French king; Geoffrey 
was fatally wounded, and the king was taken prisoner by the 
English. 


The Order of the Star died along with all its member knights, and 
its founder’s body was given a hero’s burial in Paris. Geoffrey’ s 
personal belongings were returned to his wife, Jean de Vergy, but 
she discovered that they included a very unusual object - the shroud 
of Jesus the Nazarene. Why Geoffrey had it with him we shall never 
know. It seems inconsistent with his character that he would have 
stolen it, but nevertheless, he had it with him when he died. His 
wife said she knew nothing of its origin, but began to exhibit it as a 
Holy Relic, the first showing being around 1357 CE. The widowed 
Jean was not a wealthy woman, and used these expositions to raise 
money. For example, when crowds of pilgrims arrived at Jean’s 
shroud exposition at Lirey, a special souvenir medal was struck for 
sale to the pilgrims, who could use it as proof of their journey when 
they returned home. 


So, the burial cloth of the Nazarene, known today as the Shroud of 
Turin, had its first public showing in 1357, after being hidden for 
over a thousand years. It was shown full length and double-sided for 
the first time ever to the public, not folded showing the head only, 
as previously stored and seen. 


Geoffrey’s son, another Geoffrey, died in 1398 CE. His daughter 
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married Humbert de Villersexel, and in 1418, the authorities at 
Lirey gave the Shroud to Humbert for safekeeping. The later history 
of the Shroud has been well documented by many modern authors, 
and even a film has been made about it. The following, therefore, is 
only a brief summary of its history to date. 


In 1453, Margaret de Charny sold the Shroud to Duke Louis of 
Savoy for a castle and an estate. Then, various disputes arose 
concerning both the ownership and authenticity of the Shroud. 
Eventually, after court cases and excommunications, the Shroud 
was housed at Chambery, and Pope Julius II decided that May 4th 
should be the annual Feast of the Holy Shroud. In 1532 CE a fire at 
Chambery damaged the Shroud so it was taken to Turin. It was then 
exhibited at various towns, including Turin again in 1613, until it 
was finally placed in the Royal Chapel of Turin Cathedral on 1st 
June 1694 CE, where it has remained until recently. 


In 1898 CE, Secondo Pia took the first ever photograph of the 
Shroud, and discovered that when seen in negative, or reverse 
shades, it was much more life-like. It is, in its normal form, quite 
remarkably, a photographic negative! 


This is a remarkable fact, the image of a man is completely clear 
when seen in photographic negative, and not one single scientist or 
researcher has come up with a method of producing such an image. 
Tests have shown there is no pigment, paint or ink on the Shroud. 


Ian Wilson suggests that the image was made by “some form of 
thermo-nuclear flash’, and he puts forward the following 
hypothetical picture; “The dead body of Jesus lay, unwashed, 
covered in blood, on a stone slab. Suddenly there is a burst of 
mysterious power”. 


Other researchers have suggested various methods whereby the 
image on the Shroud may have been produced, but there is still no 
accepted process which can be reproducible. C. Knight and R 
Lomas, in their book about the Templars and the Shroud, write that 
Dr. Alan Mills, from the Department of Physics and Astronomy at 
the University of Leicester, described the key to the image-making 
process of the Shroud as follows; 


“Only if the active principle is highly unstable would its smooth 
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vertical transport give rise to a modulated image.” 


Knight & Lomas themselves obviously find this difficult to 
understand, and go on to explain in layman’s terms to their readers. 
They write that Dr. Mills is describing a little-understood process, 
which is known to produce an image, but using particles of some 
element instead of light photons. Appendix 3 to their book is a 
detailed nine page description of the process. It talks about oxygen 
molecules ‘splitting” into separate atoms, and these atoms 
absorbing a packet of energy. 


The packet of energy is then given up and the fibre changes colour. 
It is effectively scorched to a depth of one molecule. 


Later we shall see that looking at the molecular, the atomic and then 
the sub-atomic nature of matter, may indeed hold the key to not 
only the Shroud, but of the real purpose of the formation of the 
Knights Templar. 


Ian Wilson may be nearer the truth than he realises, and concludes 
his book on the Shroud with this statement; 


“One cannot help feeling that the Shroud has its role to play, and 
that its hour is imminent”. This feeling of Mr. Wilson’s is indeed 
frighteningly accurate; the hour of the Shroud is imminent. 


Over the past few years, the Shroud has been the subject of much 
publicity, even surviving yet another fire, and its amazing image 
appearing in many magazines and newspapers 


A team of scientists was eventually allowed to take a small sample, 
and radiocarbon dating tests were made. The results are 
controversial, they seem to indicate that the Shroud is less than one 
thousand years old, but questions were raised about the sampling 
method and procedures. However, even if it is proved to be only 
800 years old, the question of how the image was produced has still 
to be explained. The Roman Church is nonchalant, and does not 
appear to care if the Shroud is “genuine” or not. To believers it is a 
real holy relic. To others what does it matter? 


The Shroud has been on display to the public for centuries, but it is 
no longer available for viewing. It has been removed from public 
gaze “for safety and security’. 
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But what if the sudden removal of the Shroud from the public is 
because the Church no longer has the actual shroud. 


What if it had already been stolen, or “borrowed” by a group of 
people who had a specific use for it? 


Within a year of Jacques de Molay’s death, the Pope 
and the King both died. 
Pope Clement died suddenly, at 50 years old, a 


previously healthy man. 
The King of France died on 29" November 1314, aged 
only 46, apparently from a stroke. 
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CHAPTER 9 
The Quiet Watchers 


As above 
So below 


Whilst Geoffrey de Charny was setting up his Order of the Star, the 
re-organised original Knights Templars, or Watchers as we shall 
now call them, pondered on their failure to bring back the Nazarene 
from the Far- World, where he is waiting. They believed absolutely 
that this was not only possible, but that it was the sole reason for 
their Society’s, and its ancestors’, existence. In the safety of their 
new headquarters, hidden deep in the mountains of the Southern 
France, they began to investigate the reason, or reasons, for the 
failure of their first attempt. 


During the next two hundred years, the Watchers reorganised 
themselves into a powerful society once more, but a secret society, 
not a public one. Many famous and well-known people were secret 
members, and to these enlightened people are attributed many of 
the major scientific advances made over the next 400 years. There 
follows a brief history, from the available evidence, of who these 
initiates were, and how they developed science, art, and philosophy, 
almost as a by-product in their search for the method of recovering 
their ‘sleeping’ leader. 


The first hundred years or so are almost completely obscure, but 
this is what would be expected. During that time, the Watchers 
were probably at the most vulnerable of their entire history, which 
stretched back to the beginning of time itself. Decimated by King 
Philip’s executions, with all their external wealth and property 
confiscated, the Watchers withdrew into total secrecy to recover. 
Another frontal attack would, without doubt, finish them off 
forever. During this period of recuperation and growth, the main 
task of the Grand Masters was to rebuild their shattered network of 
initiates, but the utmost secrecy was required, to ensure that another 
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attack would not happen. 


One of the most famous people to become a Watcher, and a Grand 
Master, was Leonardo da Vinci, a genius who is described by many 
as the most advanced person of his age. In the fifteenth century, he 
described helicopters, parachutes, tanks for war, and many other 
modern devices. Some authorities question his religious beliefs, and 
suggest that he had access to “ancient knowledge”. Leonardo 
displayed a pattern of life which was typical of the new Watchers. 
Even such a well-known figure as Leonardo was not without his 
detractors, and accusations of witchcraft, homosexuality, black 
magic, and heresy have been made by some historians. We shall see 
that this is a common trait, the Watchers had access to knowledge 
which uninitiated persons could only explain by claims of “magic”. 


In 1516 Leonardo da Vinci travelled to France, and died there three 
years later. Did he visit the Watcher’s Temple near Besu for one 
last time before his death? 


Whilst Leonardo was working in 1486, a child was born in 
Cologne. His full name was Henry Cornelius Agrippa von 
Nettesheim, but he is usually known as Cornelius Agrippa. He 
studied at Paris University, and eventually became Court Secretary 
to King Charles V. His external shell of public office and 
orthodoxy, which he combined with his private life as a Watcher, 
brought the inevitable rumours concerning magic and occultism, a 
typical situation for the Watchers. The changing religious and 
moral climate allowed them to come out into the open slightly, and 
Agrippa made no secret of the direction in which his studies lay. Of 
course, the real reason for his studies were known only to the select 
few. Cornelius Agrippa spent his life investigating the meaning of 
Hebrew texts, and he analysed letters using both cabalistic 
references and Pythagorean numerology. When his book De 
Occulta Philosopha, was published, it met with a mixed reaction, 
and he was actually jailed for heresy at one time. 


Agrippa’s work, along with that of his contemporary Paracelsus, 
laid the foundation for the direction of future research by the 
Watchers. 


Theophrast Bombast von Hohenheim, better known as Paracelsus, 
spent his superficially rather uneventful life studying alchemy. He 
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graduated as a doctor of medicine at Basle, and died in 1541, six 
years after Agrippa. Paracelsus changed western alchemy from what 
it was then, not much more than a crudely conceived pre-science 
aimed at the transmutation of lead into gold, and reorganised it into 
a scientific study. This work was of paramount importance to the 
Watchers, who thought that some type of chemical transformation 
or reaction might be the key to the successful return of their master 
from the Far-World. If we examine his work today, it may seem 
crude and primitive, but Paracelsus made the first advances in 
chemical theory since the Arabs, more than five hundred years 
earlier. His life was not as colourful as his contemporary Agrippa, 
but modern historians suggest that Paracelsus was involved with 
some kind of secret society, and others have suggested that he was a 
prominent member of the Rosicrucians, another society which arose 
at this time. Maybe he was, the Watchers would have used all the 
smoke-screens they could to keep themselves secret. 


There can be no doubt however, that both Paracelsus and Agrippa 
produced work that was of importance to their fellow Watchers, in 
the fields of chemistry and numerology respectively. The next two 
“public” members of the Watchers, Nostradamus and Scaliger, 
worked in different fields. 


Michel de Nostre Dame was born in 1503, and could easily have 
met both Agrippa and Paracelsus early in his life, probably at some 
meeting or initiation ceremony, although there is no publicly 
available written record to support this. He did however, definitely 
communicate with Joseph Justus Scaliger, an amazing person who 
was born at Leyden, Holland, in 1540. Michel de Nostre Dame is 
more usually called by his Latin name Nostradamus, and his most 
important book “The Centuries”, was published in 1555 CE. It 
plays an interesting part in the later history of the Watchers, and is 
still in print today, with many other books and _ published 
commentators on Nostradamus’ predictions. 


Joseph Scaliger spoke fluently all the major European languages, 
plus Hebrew, Arabic, Greek, Latin, Syrian and Persian. With this 
amazing ability he was ideally qualified to examine the ancient 
documents and scrolls in the Watcher’s library. He may have been 
the first person to read them all in their original, un-translated form. 


136 Dr. P. L. Spice 


Scaliger moved with his family to France early in his life, and he 
went to school in Bordeaux. There is no record that he actually met 
Nostradamus in person, but they did communicate by letter. 
Unfortunately Nostradamus did not see Scaliger’s major work, 
because Michel died in 1566, when Scaliger was only 26 years old. 
Although their books seem to be on totally different subjects, they 
do, in fact, both deal with the interpretation of time, a concept 
which was to become the main subject for research amongst the 
Watchers of the early Twentieth Century. 


Scaliger travelled to the Paris Temple for the first time in 1559, and 
this may have been his only meeting with Nostradamus. He also 
visited other European towns before returning to France in 1574 
CE, where he began work on his book Opus de Emendatione 
Tempore, which was published in 1583 CE. This work is a study of 
previous calendars, and corrected many errors of calculation made 
by various ancient civilisations - the Watchers were not to realise 
the full significance of this work until many years later. 


Nostradamus’ book The Centuries is a strange collection of 
“quatrains”, or four-line poems, which attempt to describe various 
scenes, presumably in the future. In 1527 he went to an important 
meeting in Avignon, and met the Papal Legate and the Grand 
Master of the Knights of Malta. It is not known what was discussed 
at this meeting, but from this date on his public life blossomed, and 
he became personal adviser to Catherine de Medici. Modern 
analyses of his quatrains have shown them to be remarkably 
accurate predictions of the future. He successfully foresaw the 
French Revolution, the First World War, and in his predictions of 
the Second World War even mentions Hitler by name. Goebbells, 
the general in charge of Hitler’s wartime propaganda machine, 
actually used Nostradamus’ writings as proof that Hitler was part of 
destiny, and therefore tried to justify his actions! 


We cannot, unfortunately, go into the full details of all 
Nostradamus’ fascinating predictions here, but his more important 
unpublished works were stored away for future use by the 
Watchers. It was these documents that were to enable the Watchers 
to survive another major attack, and help them to prepare for their 
destined task. 
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Until the beginning of the sixteenth century, the Watchers had been 
confined to Europe, and mostly the South of France, but in 1547 
CE an enigmatic Englishman travelled to Europe, and the result of 
this was the founding of the British Temple. 


John Dee was born within a few years of when Paracelsus died. He 
went to Cambridge University, and followed the common pattern of 
the “Quiet Watchers” - a combination of high esteem in public life, 
with, at the other extreme, imprisonment or censure for unorthodox 
or even heretical beliefs. In an attempt to explain his abilities, 
contemporary reporters mentioned that he had access to “an ancient 
alchemistic manuscript”, but this only led to an increase in John 
Dee’s reputation. He was personally asked by Queen Elizabeth I of 
England to calculate the most beneficial astrological date for her 
coronation. Doctor Dee led a fast and active life, leaving no clues to 
the activities of the British Temple until some 35 years later. He 
was imprisoned for his views, and was also the confidant of the 
Queen of England. 


Only a couple of years after John Dee was released from serving a 
term in an English prison, in 1568 CE, a man was born who would 
prove to be a most important link in the chain of the Nazarene’s 
history. Although not a_ well-known historical figure like 
Nostradamus or Leonardo da Vinci, he influenced the creation of 
one of the most remarkable pieces of evidence which has been left 
by the Watchers. Tommaso Campanella was only 31 years old when 
he was thrown into prison for unorthodox and heretical views. He 
remained locked in a dungeon for the next twenty-seven years until 
the authorities in Naples were encouraged to release him, and he 
went to Rome, arriving in 1626. 


Whilst Campanella was in prison, another Watcher was leaving 
clues as to his real beliefs. Johannes Kepler, the discoverer of the 
laws of planetary motion, and a great observer-astronomer, is 
known to have held strange and unorthodox religious views. Max 
Casper remarks, in his book about Kepler, that the element of 
mysticism in the character of Kepler is out of keeping with his 
otherwise ordered mind. This could be a good general description of 
all members of the Watchers. 


Kepler described the sun as the “anima matrix” of the Universe, and 
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in the dedication of his work “Mystertum Cosmographicum”, states 
that he used the legend of the Birth of Bacchus as an analogy for 
the process by which the treatise was produced. Casper purely 
records this strange explanation, but it resurfaces later in the 
important paintings of Poussin, another famous member of the 
Society of Watchers. 


When Kepler formulated his Laws of Planetary Orbits, he admitted 
that he was not the actual discoverer, but that he had “stolen the 
golden vessels of the Egyptians”. Was this a reference to some 
ancient Egyptian golden mechanical device to predict the positions 
of the planets, some sort of machine which represented the solar 
system? Or did he refer to ancient texts, documents, and scrolls in 
the Watcher’ s library that he had exclusive access to? 


Kepler has an incredible list of “firsts” in science. 


He correctly explained planetary motion, becoming the 
founder of celestial mechanics and was the first to 
define “natural laws” in the modern sense; as being 
universal, verifiable, and precise. 


He investigated the formation of pictures with a pin hole camera, he 
explained the process of vision by refraction within the eye, he 
formulated eyeglasses designed for both nearsightedness and 
farsightedness, and he explained the use of both eyes for depth 
perception. 


In his book “Dioptres” (a term coined by Kepler and still used 
today) he was the first to describe real, virtual, upright, & inverted 
images, and magnification, and he explained the principles of how 
a telescope works, plus discovering and describing the properties of 
total internal reflection. 


In his book “Stereometrica Doliorum’” he formed the first basis of 
integral calculus, and derived logarithms purely based on 
mathematics, independent of Napier’s tables (not published until 
1614 CE). 

He wrote that the Sun rotates about its own axis (in his book 
“Astronomia Nova’), and he was the first person to use the word 
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“satellite” (in his pamphlet “Narratio de Observatis a se quatuor 
Iovis sattelitibus erronibus’’.) 


And finally, as a public “by-product” of his work for the Watchers, 
he was the first to derive the birth year of Christ, now generally 
accepted. 


In 1610 Kepler became preoccupied with the path of Mercury, 
which along with Venus, is the only planet to have an orbit within 
that of the Earth. When Mercury crosses the sun viewed from Earth 
it, apparently disappears, only to re-appear later on the other side of 
the sky. Kepler wrote a strange poem in Latin about this; 


Sol Deus est; Hermes ego: lumen, gloria vitaeCoelitis, 
humanis me eripiens oculis. 

Si Deus est justus; post mortem erit altera vita; Justitiae 
soli subdita, non pereo. 

(From Kepler’s Gesammelte Werke edited by Casper 
and Hammer, Munich 1941 page 96). 


Translated, the poem or incantation, goes as follows: 


The Sun is God; I am Mercury: Light, the glory 
ofCelestial life, has snatched me from human eyes. 

If God is just, there will be another life after 
death.Since I have always submitted myself to justice, 

I shall not perish. 


In four lines of Latin, Kepler has summed up the philosophy and 
history of the Watchers, from Akhenaten to the present time! The 
sun is indeed the god of the Watchers, and Mercury his messenger. 
The monstrous “Lord of Time” inside the Ark, (Light, Glory of 
celestial life), that manipulator of subatomic power, “has snatched” 
the Nazarene “from human eyes”. Yet, just as the planets are 
predictable in their movements, (Kepler’s main work of re- 
discovery), the return is predictable, the Nazarene will not fail to 
come back from the Far-World, but only at the appointed, pre- 
ordained time. 


Kepler was the first to realise that the return of their Master from 
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the Far-World will not be accomplished by the efforts of the 
Watchers alone, but that it would only happen at the correct time 
and under the correct conditions, exactly the way Mercury 
inevitably re-appeared.. This, in turn, implied that the time of the 
return could be predicted, in the same way as Kepler had shown the 
movements of the planets could be predicted, and were inevitable 
results at predestined times. Did Bernard of Clairvaux understand 
this when he constructed the labyrinth on the floor of Chartres 
cathedral? There is only one path to the centre, and it must be 
followed exactly. 


As mentioned earlier, Kepler states that the classical mythology of 
the Birth of Bacchus was an inspiration to him. The legend of 
Bacchus says that Jupiter fell in love with Semele, and Semele 
became pregnant with the baby Bacchus. Jupiter’s jealous wife, 
Juno, tricked Jupiter into exposing his “divine radiance” whilst 
embracing Semele, and Semele was consumed by the fire and 
turned to ashes. Bacchus, the premature unborn child was plucked 
from Semele’s womb by Jupiter and he attached the foetus to his 
thigh, until baby Bacchus was mature enough to be “born again”. A 
strange story indeed! 


Experts say that this story is symbolic of infusion of light into 
seemingly dead matter, and the fertile new life that results from this 
infusion. Kepler realised that “life” (as we know it in our four 
dimensional universe), would only flow back into the Nazarene’s 
“dead” (as being outside of time, in the Far-World) body, 
automatically and systematically, when the time was right. And like 
the movements of the heavenly bodies, this time could be predicted. 


Tommaso Campanella, mentioned briefly before as the seemingly 
crazy monk who spent 27 years in prison, also wrote an incantation 
to the sun; 


“T address my righteous power to you. O powerful God; 
revive me.” 


Tommaso Campanella wrote and published a weird book called 
“The City of the Sun’, written a few years after Kepler composed 
his poem to the sun. Campanella’s incantation has been described 
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by modern scholars as “almost equivalent in its symbolism to the 
Birth of Bacchus”. Once again the historians make observations 
which seem to be unconnected, but they fit into the pattern of the 
members of the Watchers. The painting of the Birth of Bacchus by 
Poussin also plays an important symbolic role in the efforts to 
recover the Nazarene from the Far-World. 


Whilst still in prison, the “mad” Campanella wrote a letter in reply 
to one he had received from Cassiano del Pozzo, a very influential 
gentleman in Rome, (a member of the Watchers, who, after reading 
Campanella’s book “The City of the Sun”, had taken an interest in 
Campanella’s work. Pozzo wanted to discuss it further with him). 
Pozzo was impressed with Campanella’s ideas, so, through his 
church contact Cardinal Francesco Barberini, he secured the release 
of Tommaso after many years in jail. Campanella was invited to 
Rome, and he arrived there in 1626 CE. The penniless monk was 
welcomed there by a group of influential Watchers, and given food 
and accommodation. 


It was in Rome that Campanella first met Poussin, along with other 
friends of Cardinal Barberini, including Naude and Buordelot. This 
group in Rome became known as the Libertins, and modern 
historians describe their basic views as, “whilst remaining visibly 
within the framework of the Church of Rome, it was believed that 
their inspiration came from some ancient religion’. 


Poussin, one of the most significant painters of the seventeenth 
century, has, through his paintings, given us clues to his real 
beliefs. These paintings were to be of invaluable worth to the later 
history of the Watchers, but were they carefully prepared for just 
that reason, or were they painted with this hidden knowledge added 
by Poussin’s subconscious mind - Poussin’s own knowledge being 
projected onto canvas without his conscious knowing? 


The meticulously accurate geometry and measurements in the 
paintings could only be a result of careful planning, Poussin knew 
exactly what he was painting. 


Poor old Tommaso Campanella’s happy association with Poussin 
and the Watchers in Rome was brief. Tommaso was indeed 
eccentric, if not actually crazy, and his openly unorthodox and 
“heretical” behaviour led to persecution by the Church authorities, 
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resulting in his sudden and clandestine departure from Rome in 
1634. The Watchers however, always look after their own people. 
With the assistance of the French Ambassador to Rome, 
Campanella lived the last five years of his life peacefully in Paris. 
Campanella’s collected works and manuscripts, which he left 
behind during his sudden exit from Rome, were collected and 
brought to Paris in 1642, by Poussin himself. 


Before we examine some of Poussin’s paintings and look at the 
beliefs or messages underlying them, we must also briefly mention 
another famous British Watcher, Sir Isaac Newton. Newton 
“discovered” the Laws of Gravity, which he describes in his book 
“Principia”. However, Newton himself stated clearly that the Law 
was not new, but had been known and fully understood in ancient 
times, and that he himself had arrived at it by decoding the sacred 
literature of past ages. Newton only took credit for revealing 
knowledge already known in ancient times. 


Newton’s famous public statement that he had achieved his 
revelations by “standing on the shoulders of giants” is a measure of 
Newton’s character and honesty. The giants were the writers of the 
ancient manuscripts and scrolls in the Watchers’ library. 


Graham Hancock writes, “If Newton had access to secret literatures, 
(as he clearly states that he did), then this would imply the 
continuous existence over a period of millennia, of a clandestine 
sect or cult structured to pass on an exclusive and privileged 
wisdom”. 


Without realising, Graham Hancock has written a concise 
description of the Watchers and their predecessors! 


Isaac Newton also said that the Ancient Egyptian’s knowledge and 
mysteries “were above the capacity of the common herd”, under the 
veil of religious rites and in hieroglyphic symbols. When Newton 
was provost of Cambridge University in England, he wrote more 
than one million words of text in his own handwriting, and packed 
them up in a sealed trunk when he retired in 1696. Newton did not 
publish any of these texts, and they only came to light after his 
death. 


John Maynard Keynes, Newton’s biographer, read _ these 
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documents, hand written by Newton. Keynes was shocked to 
discover that most of the documents are about esoteric theology, not 
mathematics or science. 


Newton believed that the Bible and the whole Universe is a 
cryptogram set by Almighty God. Newton wanted to “Read the 
riddle of the Godhead, the riddle of past and future events divinely 
fore-ordained”’. Past and future events divinely fore-ordained? Once 
again, investigating the meaning and concept of time itself. 


In modern times, this quest has been continued by Michael Cronin 
in his investigation into the secret codes hidden in the bible text. 
This is investigated in a later chapter. 


But now back to Poussin’s paintings. The first and obvious choice 
for investigation with a link to the Watchers is the Birth of 
Bacchus. According to Anthony Blunt in his book about Nicolas 
Poussin, this painting “can be regarded as a sort of pragmatic 
exposition of Campanella’s philosophy’. Crazy old Tommaso 
Campanella, the mad Dominican monk, who nobody has ever heard 
of, surely did not influence one of the most important painters of all 
times? 


Blunt also mentions Poussin’s painting “Apollo and Daphne” as 
having a principal theme of the sun as the source of regeneration, 
similar to “Birth of Bacchus”. Although the Birth of Bacchus has 
the clear and obvious central theme of the infusion of light into 
matter resulting in life, there is, in the foreground on the right a 
group, which is inconsistent with this main theme. A woman is 
mourning the death of a man, and Blunt suggests that it is Echo 
mourning the death of Narcissus, but he cannot offer any 
explanation for their presence in this picture. Narcissus died from 
looking at his own reflection, and Echo is the personification of 
reflection. 


Did Poussin understand that the event that went wrong at the tomb 
in Jerusalem in 33 CE, when, instead of the “Lord of Time” give 
life (as is happening to Bacchus in the painting), the force somehow 
reflected back, causing entry to the Far-Land, as death came to 
Narcissus by reflection? Echo herself mourns the death, suggesting 
that she is somehow responsible. 


144 Dr. P. L. Spice 


Could the Birth of Bacchus be a symbolic representation that the 
Nazarene will return to this world from the Far-World, but that 
Poussin also knew this would only happen when the time was right, 
and the world was ready for the Nazarene. Only when the Grail 
force-field could penetrate through to the Far-World, without being 
reflected back by some shielding force, would Isa the Grand Master 
of Time return to this universe. 


The next Poussin painting we shall investigate is known as the 
Ordination. Poussin painted two complete sets of paintings 
representing the seven sacraments of the Roman Church, of which 
the Ordination is the final one. The first set of seven was created 
between 1636 and 1642, and the second, commissioned by Paul 
Freart de Chantelou, between the years 1644 and 1648. 


The Seven Sacraments are Baptism, Penance, Marriage, Eucharist, 
Extreme Unction, Confirmation, and Ordination, and were an 
extremely rare subject for any art form before the 17th century. 
Poussin’s revolutionary idea of representing each Sacrament by 
transposing them into actual Gospel stories had never before been 
tried. Blunt suggests that the parallel between the Seven Sacraments 
and the “Mysteries”, (or seven levels of initiation), of some ancient 
religions, may have had a deep significance for Poussin and his 
group, an observation we can now appreciate as very accurate. 


Poussin chose for the Ordination a representation of the Gospel of 
Saint Matthew chapter 16, verse 19; 


“And I will give unto thee the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven; and 
whatsoever thou shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and 
whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 


This has a strange similarity to the most famous of all alchemistical 
sayings - “As above, so below”. 


Poussin’s painting is a faithful and orthodox representation of the 
Gospel story as told by Matthew. However, the background of the 
painting is very unusual, and not at all orthodox. Offsetting the 
central group of Jesus and Peter, to both the left and the right, are 
two strange structures. On the left is a single pillar, not part of any 
building, and not having anything to support. Plainly inscribed at 
the top is the capital letter “E”. Many suggestions have been made 
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by art experts as to what “E” means, but none give any reason for 
their theories. The idea that the “E” stands for “Ecclesia” has no 
more reason than “Emmanuel’, although both have been put 
forward as an answer to this mystery. Does this letter somehow 
represent the final level of initiation, the highest level, where the 
mysteries of the Far-World are understood? Adding to this theory is 
the fact that the letter “E” was similarly inscribed above the 
sanctuary at Delphi, dedicated to Apollo the Sun God, and the 
centre of the most famous of all the Mysteries of pre-Christian 
Roman and Greek religions. 


With hindsight, could this “E” have anything to do with the most 
famous “E” of the 20" Century; e=mc’, Einstein’s famous theory 
linking energy to mass, which opened up the world to the 
possibility of almost limitless power, and also gave rise to the 
horrors of the 20" Century — the atomic bomb and Mutually 
Assured destruction, M.A.D. 


Does “As Above, So Below” give a simplistic view of modern 
physics? Whatever Poussin was trying to say, the painting has 
fascinated analysts for years, and, no doubt, will continue to do so. 


In the painting, artistically balancing the pillar and its “E” on the 
left, stands, on the right side of the central group, a curious building 
with a square base supporting a pyramid on top. The artistically 
“obvious” explanation, put forward by eminent art critics, is that 
Poussin was balancing the “E” pillar on the left (a symbol of 
ancient knowledge) with a pyramid on the right (another symbol of 
ancient knowledge). Mr. Blunt however, suggests that this building 
represents a tomb, and states that pyramid tombs were not entirely 
exclusive to Egypt, but were even used by the Jews around the time 
of Jesus (Blunt quotes Josephus as his source). 


Pyramid shaped monuments were indeed erected along the Apian 
Way in ancient Rome, but they were ruined beyond recognition 
long before Poussin was born. So where did Poussin get his idea for 
this strange building, and why did he give it such a prominent 
position in the painting of the Ordination? For an explanation we 
must go back over 1600 years, to Jerusalem and the shores of the 
Dead Sea, in the first century of the common era. 


Around the year 69 CE, a copper scroll was hidden in a cave a few 
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miles north-west of the Dead Sea, almost within sight of the Essene 
ruins at Qumran. Everyone has heard of the famous Dead Sea 
Scrolls, discovered in 1947 CE at Qumran by an Arab goat 
herdsman, but it is not generally known that subsequent searches 
uncovered more scrolls. On 14" March 1952 CE, a team of 
archaeologists came across a small cave whose opening had been 
concealed by a rock fall. 


Inside, the broken pots, and the fragments of a parchment showed 
that this cave had been used by the same people who had written 
the Dead Sea Scrolls - the Essenes. Unfortunately, the roof had 
collapsed during the rock fall that had sealed the entrance, and all 
the parchment scrolls that were recovered had been crushed to tiny 
useless pieces. Further investigation led to the finding of a copper 
scroll, in two halves, that had been pushed far up into one corner of 
the cave, and covered with the debris of centuries. The scroll was 
badly corroded and oxidised, making it very brittle, but it was seen 
that the two halves had originally been riveted together as one 
scroll. Why was copper used? Until this discovery all scrolls had 
been of parchment, which as we know, does not always survive the 
rigors of time. The use of copper would have required a 
considerable amount of extra work to create the scroll, and must 
indicate that the original owners and authors wanted to ensure that 
this document would last for a long time. It must have been very 
important. 


What did the scroll say? Normally the discovery of an ancient scroll 
is followed rapidly by a translation, and the original discovering 
archaeologists can often get a good idea of the theme and contents 
an ancient document by glancing through it, maybe even at the site 
of its discovery. 


But frustration arose amongst the archaeologists who found the 
Copper Scroll, because, due to the brittleness of the ancient metal, 
these two scrolls could not be unrolled or opened. Professors and 
metallurgists from all over the world were asked to suggest methods 
by which the copper scrolls could be opened without shattering into 
thousands of tiny pieces. 


Whilst these experts worked on their ideas, the two halves of scroll 
were put on display. A German scholar, K.G. Kuhn, attempted to 
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decipher the words, or part words, that were visible without 
unrolling the scrolls, he could see only the odd letter here and there, 
but recognised such words as gold, silver, cubits and buried. Mr. 
Kuhn wrote an article suggesting that the Copper Scroll was an 
inventory of buried treasure, which had been hidden by the Essenes, 
with details of the location, and maybe instructions how to recover 
the buried treasure. This theory met with unsympathetic ears among 
other archaeologists, who accused Kuhn of sensationalism. As we 
have seen before, it is a dangerous thing for a “professional” to go 
against the flow. 


Three years after the discovery of the copper scroll, in the summer 
of 1955, the first of the two pieces of scroll was delivered to 
Manchester, England, where Dr. H. Wright Baker, Professor of 
Mechanical Engineering at Manchester College, had constructed a 
special machine to open up the copper scroll. The success of the 
venture led to the opening of the second section of scroll in 
Manchester in early 1956. The opened scrolls were deciphered, and 
an English translation was eventually published by Routledge and 
Keegan Paul, in 1960. 


John M. Allegro, in his book, “The Treasure of the Copper Scroll”, 
confirmed Professor Kuhn’s original theory that the scrolls were 
indeed an inventory of buried treasure. Allegro estimates the 
treasure to consist of 1,000 kg of silver and 425 kg of gold, which 
would be valued today in many millions of US Dollars. 


No one has found this treasure yet. 


There is, however, something else of interest inscribed into the 
surface of the copper, something that Poussin seems to have used in 
his painting of Jesus giving Peter the keys, a detail in the 
background, which should be Jerusalem in the first century CE. But 
Poussin could not possibly have known about this without reading 
the Copper Scroll - or did he have access to a copy somewhere else? 


In the Copper Scroll, (Column XI, lines 2-7,) two locations of 
“hidden treasure”, which were obviously very important, and 
merited “consecrated offerings”, are mentioned. Quoting from J.M. 
Allegro’s translation they are: 


“Below the southern corner of the Portico, in the tomb of Zaddiq’’, 
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“In the facade of the cliff, facing west, in front of the garden of 
Zaddiq, under the great sealing stone”. 


This leads us to the question of where is the tomb and the garden of 
Zaddiq, and who was Zaddiq? The Portico is Solomon’s Portico, a 
double columned arcade running along the Eastern side of the 
Temple at Jerusalem, just above the city wall. Here the wall looks 
down onto the Kidron valley, which separates Jerusalem from the 
Mount of Olives. And exactly as the ancient copper scroll describes, 
there are, at the foot of the Mount of Olives, a series of very old 
tombs. 


Before we continue the search for the exact location of the tomb 
and garden of Zaddiq, which we have so far established to be in the 
Kidron Valley, do we know who Zaddiq was? Zaddiq in Hebrew 
would be translated as “The Just One” or the “Righteous One”. This 
was a known title used by both the Essenes and Assassins for their 
Grand Masters. It is similar in meaning to Nazarene - Holy One, but 
was Jesus the Nazarene ever known as Zaddiq? 


Examination of the New Testament texts reveals that this was 
exactly the title used by the disciples for their master. Jesus the 
Nazarene was also known as Zaddiq (Acts 3:14, Acts 7:52, Acts 
22:14). Could the Copper Scroll be describing the actual tomb of 
Jesus, which originally belonged to the rich Essene supporter and 
founder of the church in England, Joseph of Arimathea? We know 
from the Gospel according to Saint John chapter 19 verse 41, that 
the tomb was in a garden, that it was the property of the 
Arimathean, and that it was “close at hand” to the place of 
execution. 


The Kidron valley was actually used as a place of execution, 
according to Eusebius the historian, so this garden would definitely 
have been “close at hand”. If the tomb of Zaddiq is in fact the tomb 
of Jesus, hewn out of solid rock just opposite the Portico, and at the 
foot of the Mount of Olives, then the Church tradition is a long way 
out. The orthodox site of Jesus’ tomb, the Holy Sepulchre, has been 
venerated for centuries on the other side of the city of Jerusalem. 
However, the present tomb of Jesus, the Holy Sepulchre, was 
actually “discovered” by the mother of Emperor Constantine, more 
than four hundred years after the crucifixion, so maybe it is not 
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based on reliable archaeological evidence. 


The Emperor's Mother must have been a great archaeologist, 
because she also discovered the remains of the original wooden 
cross that was used to crucify the Nazarene. St. Paul of Nola wrote, 
in his “Letters”, that the Holy Mother of Emperor Constantine was 
inspired in recognizing the genuine Cross of Christ from among the 
three rediscovered. What happened to the two other crosses! 


Recent information about the actual location and position of the 
ancient city walls of Jerusalem indicate that the orthodox 
recognised site of the Holy Sepulchre would have been inside the 
city during the first century CE, and according to Jewish law this 
was an impossible site for a tomb or burial place for the dead. 


But why should the garden also be called the Garden of Zaddiq if, 
as the Gospels say, it belonged to Joseph of Arimathea? We read in 
the bible that Jesus often retired to a garden with his disciples (John 
18:2, Luke 22:39). John actually gives us the location of this garden 
- “He went forth with His disciples over the Kidron Valley, where 
there was a garden, into which He entered”. To leave the city of 
Jerusalem and approach the Mount of Olives, would have meant 
crossing the Kidron Valley at a point very close to where the 
Copper Scroll locates the “Garden of Zaddiq’’. 


If you follow this path in Jerusalem today, right there, still clearly 
visible, is a tomb “carved out of solid rock”, but with a pyramid 
top. Is this the tomb of Zaddiq, in the garden of Joseph of 
Arimathea, where the body of Jesus the Nazarene lay as the sun rose 
on that fateful morning, nearly two thousand years ago? 


This appears to be a conclusion arrived at by studying two copper 
scrolls buried only three decades after the crucifixion, but hidden 
until two thousand years later, coming to light again in 1952 CE. 


Yet in 1640 CE, three hundred years before the Copper Scroll was 
discovered, Nicholas Poussin appears to have known all about the 
tomb of Zaddiq. The pyramid topped structure, which artistically 
balances the pillar in Poussin’s painting of the Ordination, is an 
exact likeness of the tomb in Jerusalem, with its pyramid top and 
pillared front. Looking at the painting in this light, could it be that 
the scene itself is actually the Kidron valley in ancient Jerusalem? 
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What else is visible in the background of this 17 century painting? 
Apart from the pillar with the “E”, and the pyramid-topped tomb, 
Poussin clearly shows an arched bridge in the distant background. It 
has been said that Poussin’s portrayal of an arched bridge across 
what we are suggesting is the Kidron valley in Jerusalem, is purely 
artistic fantasy. Historians have said there never was such a bridge. 


But the remains of a bridge were discovered, two hundred years 
after Poussin’s painting was completed, and bear a remarkable 
resemblance to the bridge in the painting. 


Captain Wilson, an engineer in the British army, stationed in 
Jerusalem over one hundred years ago, discovered the structure now 
known as Wilson’s Arch. It was a bridge across the Kidron valley, 
and was completely unknown to historians and archaeologists until 
discovered by Captain Wilson in the reign of Queen Victoria. Either 
Poussin had a remarkably accurate imagination, or he had, in 1640 
CE, access to details of the landscape, buildings, and structures 
which were existing in Jerusalem in 32 CE, more than 1,500 years 
earlier. 


The last lines of the Copper Scroll describe the sixty-first and final 
item hidden by the Essenes. The closing lines of column 12 are as 
follows: “In the cave, adjoining on the North, buried at the mouth of 
a hole which opens northward, is hidden the master copy of this 
document”. The Copper Scroll discovered in 1952 is in fact a 
contemporary second copy. Was the original, or another copy, 
discovered by the Knights Templar during their excavations in 
Jerusalem, and made available for use by Poussin in the Watcher’s 
library. Was it this information that enabled him paint a realistic 
representation of Jerusalem, as it appeared in the first century CE, 
at the time of Jesus the Nazarene? 


Poussin left us other mysterious clues in another painting, and this 
may be the strangest of all. It is, at first sight, a rather insignificant 
subject - The Shepherds of Arcadia. This painting shows a stone 
tomb, with a group of shepherds looking at it, and reading the 
inscription, which says, “ET IN ARCADIA EGO”, which simply 
translated, means “And I am in Arcadia’. 


The strangest thing about this picture is that the landscape in the 
background is a remote region of southern France, near a small 
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village called Rennes-le-Chateau, and the tomb itself is not a 
figment of Poussin’s imagination. It actually did exist in the valley 
near the village, but was reportedly mysteriously destroyed in the 
nineteenth century. 


Why would Poussin travel to such a remote and obscure village, 
and use a tomb in this area as the subject of a Biblical painting? We 
shall see in a later chapter that this is the very area where the 
Knights Templar had established their new headquarters after that 
fateful day, Friday the thirteenth. 


What is Poussin trying to tell us, who is in Arcadia? The painting 
has been the subject of extensive research, including detailed 
analysis of the geometric patterns of the lines in the painting, and 
various theories have been published. We shall investigate this 
painting later. 


As Poussin worked away and painted many more unusual paintings, 
the Watchers continued to work on their major project, 
understanding why the previous attempt at recovering the Master 
from the Far-World had failed. This went on after Poussin’s death, 
and many famous figures during the next hundred years owed their 
public success to the fact that they were members of the Society of 
Watchers, their public images concealing their real work. 


At the end of the eighteenth century, action that was not even aimed 
at the Watchers would cause the most dangerous threat ever to their 
continued existence. Having survived many direct attempts at 
destruction, the Watchers fell, struck down by chance, as a side 
effect of another event, the French Revolution. 


THE FRENCH REVOLUTION 


In June 1791 King Louis XVI of France and his family fled Paris in 
terror, attempting to seek refuge with loyal troops in the East. 
Unfortunately for them, they were recognised by the revolting mob, 
and forcibly returned to Paris before they could get to safety. 
(Nostradamus had foretold this journey, and its outcome, in detail, 
nearly three hundred years earlier). 


The attempted escape of the King and the Royal family was quickly 
followed by the Revolution. All titles were abolished, all the land 
and the wealth of the Church and the aristocracy was confiscated. 
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Chapels and churches were attacked, relics destroyed, and buildings 
burnt to the ground. The members of the Watchers, identifiable by 
being successful and wealthy, became prime candidates for the 
guillotine. The Temple building itself, with its treasure and relics, 
was in grave danger. Under emergency conditions the Watchers in 
France decided to seal up the Temple near Besu, close down the 
Paris headquarters, and seek safety in refuge with the Watchers’ in 
England. 


But some were never to reach safety, the angry mobs carrying them 
and their entire families off to the dreaded guillotine. In 1792 the 
Sainte Chappelle in Paris was destroyed, along with all its holy 
relics and other Church property ransacked. Many refugees from 
the France were arriving in England, seeking safety from the terrors 
of the Revolution. By the end of 1794 five thousand French army 
officers had deserted and emigrated to England, along with 
numerous members of the aristocracy. (see “The First European 
Revolution” by N. Hampson, Thames and Hudson). 


In 1803, Napoleon complained officially that Britain was not only 
sheltering émigrés, but also actually encouraging and assisting them 
to organise retaliation and resistance. The Watchers who had 
managed to escape (and there could not have been many), began to 
organise anti-Napoleon movements in England, and pressurise the 
British government to attack Napoleon. Only the Emperor 
Napoleon’s downfall would enable the Temple in the South of 
France to be opened again with safety. 


These few surviving Watchers in England took an active part in the 
battles when England eventually embarked on the Napoleonic War. 
Fairly soon the tide began to turn against the French Emperor. The 
Battle of Trafalgar is so famous because it removed the danger of a 
French naval assault and invasion of Great Britain. In April 1809 
Sir Arthur Wellesley (later to become the Duke of Wellington) 
landed at Lisbon and took command of the British and Portuguese 
forces assembled there. 


Many battles were fought across Europe, and human losses were 
terribly high on both sides. When Napoleon was finally defeated, 
and the monarchy was re-established in France, the sealed-up 
Temple waited expectantly for the Watchers to return. Some had 
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never managed to leave, dying at the hands of the mobs, but the 
ones that did manage to escape had joined the fight against 
Napoleon. They had fought alongside the other French exiles in 
battles from Italy to Germany, and now the wars were over they 
were free to return, and re-open the Temple. 


But by 1816 CE nobody had approached the Temple. Twenty-two 
years had passed since the last group of Watchers had visited the 
Temple, and the hidden entrance was now completely obscured by a 
thick blanket of undergrowth. 


Inside the Temple, the Ark of the Covenant, the Grail, and the other 
ancient relics, waited in silence and darkness, but still no one 
approached the Temple, hidden deep in the hills around Rennes-le- 
Chateau. 


The area around Besu and Rennes-le-Chateau would no longer be 
the destination of Watchers travelling south from Paris, and other 
locations in Europe. The New Temple, housing the Ark and the 
Grail, would no longer hear the chants and ceremonies of the 
Society. The greatest of all the Grand Masters was now master of no 
one, his prediction of return from the far-World seemed an empty 
promise. 


Could the Society of Watchers, with its many thousands of years of 
experience of staying intact and continuous, have made such a 
blunder? Or had a contingency plan been laid down for just such an 
event? With the death of all the Members in the Napoleonic War, 
had the Society died, or was it just lying dormant, waiting like its 
Master the Nazarene, to come return at an appointed time? 


If, as was the case, the Watchers had prepared themselves for the 
French Revolution, how could it have known about the danger in 
time to make the elaborate preparations needed to ensure its 
continued existence? For an answer we must go back, 250 years 
before Napoleon, and examine the works of Nostradamus, who was 
an important member of the Watchers, if not a one time Grand 
Master. 


In 1555 CE, Nostradamus published his book “The Centuries’. This 
was a collection of quatrains, or four line poems which were 
supposed to predict the future. As we know, Nostradamus 


154 Dr. P. L. Spice 


communicated with Scaliger, who was a remarkable linguist, and 
had, therefore, access to the Society’s entire library. Nostradamus’ 
own genius, together with the ancient knowledge that he had read, 
enabled him to develop a system for seeing the future. His quatrains 
show that he must have seen the future as pictures, and 
Nostradamus himself often had difficulty in describing what he 
saw, being only able to relate those to his own experiences in his 
own time. 


When we read of Nostradamus describing flying machines, driven 
by men with “pig’s heads”, and who speak to each other “through 
the air”, we realise now that this is an uncannily accurate, if naive, 
description of Second World War fighter pilots, wearing their 
oxygen masks and using radio! 


The Society had full access and use of all Nostradamus’ works, 
both published and unpublished, and the original purpose of this 
work may have been to examine the future of the Society anyway. 
The preface to the first edition of Centuries contains a letter to his 
son Cesar, and in it Nostradamus refers to the “rise of the common 
man’, happening somewhere between 1757 and 1787. He adds that 
during this time “the adversaries of Jesus” will begin to rise up. In 
the “Epistle to Henry If’ (published with the second edition of the 
book), Nostradamus states that during this same period there will 
begin a persecution of his church “as terrible as that of the Vandals 
in Africa in the 6th Century”, and that this persecution would 
culminate in the year 1792. Nostradamus is absolutely precise about 
this date - “lan mil sept cens nonante deux”. The Vandals were 
notorious for destroying everything in their path, not only the 
people but all records of their culture and history. This was an 
ominous warning to the Society, and one which they obviously took 
very seriously. 


Nostradamus also states that the year 1792 will be regarded as the 
beginning of a new century “une renovation de siecle”, a strange 
idea, but that is exactly what happened. The French Revolutionary 
Government revised the calendar and began counting the years from 
the Revolution, not Anno Domini, but as so many years from the 
Revolution, that is, 1792. French coins of the times have such dates 
as “the year six” etc, so this really was the beginning of a new 
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century. 


The specific quatrains, which deal with the French Revolution, are I 
3, I 14, 153, VI 23, VIIl 4, and those which give details of the 
attempted escape of the king are IX 20 and IX 34. The other two 
that are relevant to the French Revolution are discussed below. 


Nostradamus predicted that the terror of the revolution would last 
for “a few days less than eleven years”. If we measure from the date 
of the Civil Constitution on July 12th 1790 CE to the Concordat 
(peace treaty) of July 18th 1801, we have eleven years and three 
days. Not a bad estimate for someone living two hundred and fifty 
years earlier. 


But during that time the calendar was reorganised and nine days 
were removed, so the actual elapsed time of official persecution 
of the Church was six days less than eleven years. This 
demonstrates how remarkably accurate Nostradamus could be. 


Quatrain IX 77 reads as follows: “The government will convict the 
captured king, but the queen will be condemned to death by jurors, 
who will be chosen by lot”. The French King Louis XVI was taken 
indeed captive, condemned by the government, and executed in 
January 1793, but the Queen’s trial was referred to a revolutionary 
tribunal served by a jury, elected by lot. This type of jury is a totally 
English institution, imported into France only at the time of the 
Revolution. It was completely unknown in France when 
Nostradamus wrote his predictions in his book the Centuries. 


The predictions of Michel de Notredame are fascinating, but 
demonstrate again the immense resources that were, and now are 
available to the Watchers. Nostradamus forecast events centuries 
ahead of his time, and this enabled the Watchers to prepare a plan 
to overcome the possible events of the French Revolution. For 
seventy years after Napoleon had been defeated at Waterloo, the 
Temple remained empty, but the Grand Masters, sometimes called 
the “Lords of Time” had the future carefully and accurately 
planned. 
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CHAPTER 10 
The New Society 


“W hen the new society is founded, 
the remains of the M aster will be found”. 
N ostradamus, written in 1555 CE. 


Back to the beginning of this book... 


“One hot summer’s day in 1885, a lone figure slowly walked along 
the dusty track towards the sleepy village of Rennes-le-Chateau, 
hidden in the remote Central Massif area in the South of France. 
Berenger Sauniere, the newly appointed priest arriving to take up 
his post, had few belongings, and even less money’. 


Whatever was discovered, whether treasure or documents, the priest 
at Rennes le Chateau, Berenger Sauniere, became a millionaire, he 
refurbished and redesigned the church, he built a new home for 
himself and provided roads and water to the village, but more than 
that, he established the society of the New Watchers, with a full 
contingent of members. 


Berenger and his dedicated team realised that previous attempts had 
failed either because the Grail did not operate at full power, or that 
the Nazarene had some sort of protective shield that stopped the 
Grail’s rays from penetrating the centre of the Grail, or perhaps 
both. They investigated the documents, scrolls and the scriptures, 
reading again and again Jesus’ promise to rise again on the third 
day (for example, Matthew 16:21, 17:22, 26:1; Mark 8:31, 9:31; 
and Luke 9:44). 


Saint Mark wrote that Jesus had said, “I shall rise again on the third 
day”’, but his disciples “Did not understand and were afraid to ask”. 
Why was it that they did not understand that straightforward 
statement? They had seen Jesus himself raise people from the dead 
(the daughter of Jairus, the widow’s son in Nain, and Lazarus). 
They had seen, and must have believed, that if Jesus could raise 
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others from the dead, he could raise himself. 


So the actual event of a resurrection from the dead should have 
been comprehensible to the disciples. It is a clear and plain 
statement — “T shall rise again on the third day’. Why did they not 
understand? Why were they afraid to ask what it meant? 


Perhaps it was Mark chapter 9 verse 31 which set Berenger 
Sauniere thinking along the right path, or was it one of the other 
nine times that Jesus mentions that he will rise on the third day in 
the Gospels? 


Was the time scale a mystery, what exactly did their leader the 
Nazarene mean by “on the third day”? If we look at Psalm 90, 
which was a prayer of Moses himself, and has also been associated 
with the Knights Templar, we see that it suggests that one day in 
God’s sight is a thousand years of earth time. (“A thousand years 
are with God as one day” is also found stated other times in the 
Bible). Psalm 90 goes on to say that man should learn to control 
time, and learn to plan ahead by looking into the future. This 
concept is also put forward in Psalm 39. 


Could the Nazarene have meant that he would rise again on the 
third day according to God’s time scale? In the second Epistle of 
Peter, chapter 3 verse 8, we read “be not ignorant of this one thing; 
with the Lord, one day is like a thousand years”. Had Berenger and 
the other Watchers come to the conclusion that the Nazarene only 
allows itself to be “raised from the dead” when the pre-ordained 
time was ready? Was this why all previous attempts had failed, the 
time was not right? Using this new idea about the meaning of the 
third day, reckoning on God’s time scale, Berenger Sauniere and 
the New Watchers calculated that the Second Coming would be 
sometime in the first decades of the 21* century, the dawn of the 
third day, after the crucifixion in Jerusalem, according to God’s 
timescale. 


With this new perspective, the New Watchers looked again at their 
library, and their attention was focused on Nostradamus, who had 
successfully predicted many historical events. It was his work that 
had enabled the Watchers to survive the French Revolution, but 
what did he have to say about the “end of the world’? 
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Sauniere now considered that Nostradamus’ predictions about the 
end of the world actually represented the beginning of the Second 
Coming, when the Nazarene would return from the Far-World and 
change the present world system.. So, what did Nostradamus say 
about this catastrophic event? 


Nostradamus is unusually clear and specific on the matter, as can 
be seen from what he wrote: 


“When the New Society is founded, the remains of the 
Master will be found, He will no longer be in his 
pretended sleep. His blood will be revitalised in the 
Grail, and He will be sovereign in a new Golden Age. 
1,999 years after Jesus, in the month of July, the great 
powerful king will be raised again by the sun. Until 
December 21st it will be a terrible time. The Great One, 
long hidden, shall rise in the darkness and the sun will 
be an iron rust colour. Then, in the seventh millennium, 
the sun shall resume its brightness. At that time my 
prophecy is fulfilled, and ends.” 


(Centuries sections VI66, V69, V41, X72, 116, 184, I48 
by Nostradamus ). 


This is an incredible prediction, knowing what we know of the 
history of the Nazarene. Nostradamus mentions the seventh 
millennium, which is the end of the present seven thousand year 
cycle or time-spiral, and coincides with the third millennium CE. 


The Watchers may have found other information to corroborate 
Nostradamus, for example in two other manuscripts. One is the 
Book of Enoch, (a Gnostic text), and the other is known as the 
“Lignum Vitae” written by St Malachy, a friend of Bernard of 
Clairvaux. St Malachy predicted that the world would end 
sometimes around the end of the twentieth century and the 
beginning of the 21* century. 


In the Book of Enoch, Enoch says that God himself told Enoch that 
his world would only last seven of God’s days, and then it would 
change catastrophically: 
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“And I appointed the eighth day also, 

That the eighth day should be the first-created after my 
work, 

And that the first seven revolve in the form of the 
seventh thousand, 

And that at the beginning of the eighth thousand there 
should be a time of not-counting, endless, 

With neither years nor months nor weeks nor days nor 
hours” 


(The Secret Books of God, which were shown to Enoch, 
chapter 33 verse 1). 


Saint Malachy was a great personal friend of Bernard of Clairvaux, 
the founder of the Knights Templar. Malachy visited Rome in 1139 
CE, where he had a series of prophetic visions. He wrote down his 
visions into a book, which turns out to be a list of all the future 
Popes, starting with Celestine II, (who became Pope in 1143 CE), 
right up until the Last Pope. Malachy described each Pope by 
means of the visions he had, and recorded them in symbolic titles in 
Latin. 


He handed over the manuscript to Pope Innocent II, who obviously 
did not appreciate its value. Pope Innocent simply placed the 
manuscript in the Vatican archives, and there it remained, unread 
and not understood, for the next four hundred years. In 1559 CE, 
the Benedictine historian Arnold Wion, searching through the 
Vatican library, discovered and published the prophecies of Saint 
Malachy under the title of “Lignum Vitae”. 


Malachy’s prophecy is quite simple. He predicted that there would 
be 111 more Popes after Innocent II, and then, the last and final 
Pope would reign as number 112. Malachy gives the name of this 
last Pope as Petrus Romani, (Peter the Roman, or maybe the Roman 
Rock), and ends his prophecy thus; 


“In the final persecution of the Holy Roman Church there will reign 
Peter the Roman, or the Roman Rock, who will feed his flock 
among many tribulations; after which the seven-hilled city will be 
destroyed, and the dreadful Judge will judge the people.” 
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When Pope John Paul II became Pope in November 1978, he was 
not only the 263" Pastor of the Roman Catholic Church, but he was 
also the 110" Pope after Innocent II. Therefore, according to Saint 
Malachy, there will be only one more Pope after John Paul II. Then 
the last Pope, Peter the Roman, will reign. 


Pope John Paul II died in 2005, and Pope Benedict XVI was elected 
by the Cardinals in the Vatican. According to Saint Malachy, Pope 
Benedict XVI is the 111" and penultimate Pope. Therefore Pope 
Benedict XVI is the last but one Pope before the end of the world as 
we know it. Next will come Pope Peter the Roman, and the end of 
the world will occur during Pope Peter’s reign. 


Pope Benedict XVI was born in 1927. If he lives to be ninety, this 
gives us the date of 2017 when the final Pope will begin his reign. 


Bernard of Clairvaux was a close friend of Malachy, and after 
Malachy had died in his arms in 1148 at Clairvaux, Bernard set 
about writing the biography of his dear friend and mentor. What 
other visions did Malachy have, and what information, still secret, 
did he pass on to his friend and founder of the Knights Templar? 


But back in the early days of the 20" century, Berenger Sauniere, 
after pondering over the history of the Nazarene with his fellow 
Watchers, realised that the previous attempts to bring back the 
master from the Far-World where he was “trapped” had failed 
because the time was not right. The new question was not how to do 
it, but when would the time be right? After extensive new research, 
the Watchers came to a conclusion, and predicted the date when the 
return of the master was possible. But the correct procedure and the 
correct actions must be done at the correct time. It was not a 
foregone conclusion nor was there any guarantee of success. 


The New Watchers recruited by Berenger Sauniere put their minds 
together, to prepare for an event they all knew that none of them 
would live to see, but would be performed by their followers, the 
future members of the Watchers. 
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CHAPTER 11 
The Fifth Part 


“A time of not-counting, endless, with neither years nor months 
nor weeks nor days nor hours”, 
so wrote Enoch in 55 CE. 
“The distinction between past, present, and future is only an 
illusion, 
how ever persistent”, 
so wrote Albert Einstein in 1955 CE. 


\ 


Albert Einstein’s Special Theory of Relativity says that time is 
relative to the observer, and makes “time travel’, or at least the 
appearance of time travel, possible in theory. His General Theory of 
Relativity says that gravity is not simply a force, as Isaac Newton 
believed, but a curvature in the fabric of space-time, created by the 
presence of mass. The concepts of time and space being curved, 
and also relative to the observer, are difficult ideas to visualise, but 
imagine that you are walking in a straight line on the surface of the 
Earth. To you, the path along which you are walking is exactly 
straight, but if you walked for long enough, you would come back 
to where you started - because as we all know, the Earth itself is 
curved. To you, the observer on Earth, the path seems straight and 
flat; to an observer in an orbiting space station, he could clearly see 
you were walking in a curve. 





Currently physicists state that they do not know whether any of our 
three special dimensions extends outwards forever, or in fact curls 
back on itself in a giant curling circle or spiral, because it is beyond 
the range of our most powerful telescopes. 
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The visual diagram that the New Watchers conceived to explain 
this was not spherical, they imagined the whole of space as being 
curved into a number of spiralling curves, coiled together, but 
continuous. This is an even more difficult idea to grasp visually at 
first. Imagine the spiralling curves would look like the spring used 
in the front suspension of a motorcycle, a “simple” spring with, say, 
seven coils. The fact that it is continuous is more difficult to 
imagine, because this requires visualisation in more than three 
dimensions. The end at the “top” is attached to the end at the 
“bottom”, because, actually, the two ends are in the same “place” in 
another dimension. The amazing and complex Calabi- Yau shapes 
are similar, and these are described later. 


A simpler multi-dimensioned object is described by modern 
mathematicians as a 4 dimensional cube, or a tesseract. The 
dictionary definition of tesseract is as follows: 


“a_ four-dimensional depiction of a cube, where 
somehow all the parts are intertwined. The act of 
folding space to cross large distances”’. 


Here is a two-dimensional representation of a tesseract; 





Madeleine L’Engle, in her very strange book “A Wrinkle In Time”, 
has her characters have the following conversation; 


“T guess maybe you could call the fourth dimension Time.” “That’s 
right,” Charles said. “Good girl. Okay, then, for the fifth dimension 
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you’d square the fourth, wouldn’t you?” “I guess so.” “Well, the 
fifth dimension’s a tesseract. You add that to the other four 
dimensions and you can travel through space without having to go 
the long way around.” 


Describing an object like a tesseract, with four or five dimensions, 
in a book with only two dimensions is a challenge, but here goes. 


Start with a point, which has no dimensions, and expand it out to 
make a line, which has one dimension; length. 


Expand the line and it becomes a plane (or sheet) with area but no 
thickness. Two dimensions; length and width. 


Expand the plane and it becomes a cube, with three dimensions; 
length, width and height. 
Expand the cube into a fourth dimension, (almost impossible for us 


to imagine), and you get a tesseract, with length, width, height, and 
“depth”’. 


Pasa 
— Lh 


1D 2D 3D 4D 


The concept of more than three dimensions was first introduced to 
scientists, and the general public, by Einstein in his revolutionary 
theory that there are more than the orthodox three parts, or 
dimensions, known commonly as Length, Width, and Height. He 
introduced the concept of a fourth part, a fourth dimension, Time. 





Eight hundred years before Albert Einstein proposed such a fourth 
part, a fourth dimension, the first grand Master of the Knights 
Templar, Bernard of Clairvaux, asked himself, “What is God?” 


His reply was enigmatic — “God is Length, Width, Height... and 
Depth”. 


Were Bernard’s words instrumental in forming Einstein’s 
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inspiration for the concept of the Fourth Dimension? Did Albert 
Einstein, like many famous scientists before him, only re-discover 
the knowledge of the ancients? Did Albert Einstein, like his famous 
predecessor Isaac Newton, only make public what the Pharaoh 
Akhenaten already knew, thousands of years earlier? 


Was Einstein standing on the shoulders of giants too? 


If we look at what is called a tesseract foldout, we see eight equal 
cubes. A three dimensional cube, folded out, makes a familiar 
figure, the cross of Christianity. The tesseract folded out, however, 
has two “cross-pieces”, and this is eerily similar to the cross used 
by the Knights Templar. 


JOO & 


3D 4D 

















Let’s continue with trying to visualise what both Albert Einstein 
and Bernard of Clairvaux may have already understood. The 
tesseract model is hard to visualise. Our simplified model, with the 
same basic concept, is visualised if we draw the space-time 
continuum in which we exist as a coiled spring, spiralling 
downwards, and each revolution, or coil, representing one thousand 
years on Earth. This gives us some kind of imaginary diagram of 
the curved space concept. The only difficulty is that the first coil is 
actually joined to the last coil, but the distance between the first and 
the last is the same as that from the first to the second, and the same 
as from the second to the third, etc. To express this visually, the 
diagram must be curved in on itself, making a complicated 
drawing, which would look like something drawn by M.C. Escher. 
Once again, look at the Calabi- Yau shapes later in the chapter. 


So, for our convenience, our “spring” must have its ends connected 
by a section that has no dimensions, no length and no time, which 
we imagine as going through the centre of the coils. This central 
timeless zone would also have no space and no gravity, and in our 
terms would not exist, because we “see” it from our point of 
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observation. Anything in it, or rather part of it, would exist and not 
exist simultaneously, existence and non-existence each giving birth 
to the other. Whatever was in this zone would be free to move up or 
down the spirals, and therefore forwards and backwards in OUR 
time, as it chose. Time, relative to anything observing it from 
within the central zone, would be still. 


This concept of the “Central Zone’ is the Far-World, a place 
outside of time. But this concept of a “place outside time” was not 
only considered by the enlightened members of the Watchers. 
Philosophers and Theologians have wrestled with the timelessness 
conceptuality of the godhead from the beginning of written history. 
For example, Saint Augustine, a prominent but orthodox Roman 
Christian, believed that this central, timeless zone contained, or 
even was, the essence of God himself. He proposed that God exists 
in all times at once, simultaneously, and that God is not subject to 
the irreversible progression of time as we are. For God, time stands 
still, or, as Einstein said “The distinction between past, present, 
and future is only an illusion, however persistent”. Bernard of 
Clairvaux’s concept of God’s existence was way ahead of its time, 
expressing theologically what Einstein expressed mathematically, 
hundreds of years later. 


Putting this into the terms of our imaginary diagrammatic 
representation of the time-space continuum, Saint Augustine said 
that God, being in the centre, or actually BEING the centre of the 
coil, was free to appear in any of our time frames, or even in ALL 
of our time frames at once. Put more simply, God is capable of 
jumping across from coil to coil in any direction, or being in more 
than one coil at any one time. He is not forced, as we are, to travel 
round the coils in one direction only, and confined to the coils. He 
can exist in all the dimensions at once, all ten dimensions. 


This idea may also explain the ability of some persons to see and 
predict the future. Entering in to the Far- World would enable a view 
of existence which is probably not capable of being put down in 
words. Nostradamus had seen the future in pictures, and often did 
not understand what he saw, but he tried to explain the scenes as 
best he knew how. 


The New Society of Watchers realised that it is, or it was, or it will 
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be, in the central timeless zone of the Far-World that Isa the 
Nazarene was/is/will-be waiting. However, he is “in” this timeless 
zone, not an intrinsic part of it, and therefore is still subject to all 
the laws of the universe, including the laws of Kepler. The 
Nazarene can only re-enter the coils of our own reality, our world of 
only four dimensions, and “escape” from the centre, at a particular 
point, when all parameters of the four dimensions expanded into 
our Universe are in a suitable conjunction. This can be compared 
with an astronaut travelling to the moon, if the spacecraft misses the 
moon the first time, the astronaut must wait until it comes round 
again. It would be futile to try and chase the moon, just as it is futile 
to try and chase time itself. There are only small and limited 
“windows of opportunity’, when the time is right for an event to 
take place. 


These ideas must have been very difficult for Berenger and his 
associates to grasp at first, even with Einstein’s personal tutoring. 
In fact, heaven is a religious explanation of this, where immortal 
life is the very expression of timelessness. These existing/non- 
existing zones are in the centre of the universe itself, where the 
essence of existence abides. This essence creates the reality that we 
see and live in, by creating both time and space within a 
gravitational field around its own zero/infinite mass. It cannot be 
seen, nor felt, but without it nothing else would exist. It is described 
in the latest theory of the universe as being in other dimensions, but 
they are coiled-up into the tiniest space imaginable. 


God’s simultaneous existence/non-existence, (independent from 
both time and space), is as incomprehensible to us, as our existence 
is to the motorcar that we drive. The car exists only because we do, 
it was created, and is driven by us; but it does exist, and it functions 
as a separate thing. Whether we create something as a definite act, 
such as the motorcar, or whether we create something purely as a 
result of our own existence, (air pollution in the case of the motor 
car) is another question. “God”, is the essence in the centre of the 
spiral, and whether or not we believe “God” created us, we are only 
here because “God” is there. 


The Nazarene had been taught, and understood, that he would enter 
the Far-World zone of timelessness, which can also be expressed as 
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“being in the presence of God”. Jesus prepared to return “on the 
third day’, when the world would be more ready, and be more in 
need of his vision of a new way of life. The powers that he would 
control after spending time in the centre of the spiral would enable 
him to make sure that his kingdom would truly come. He has the 
Philosopher’s Stone, the Talisman, and the “great secret” of the 
Alchemists. He is the Lord of Time, and fully comprehends the 
simplest and most important of all alchemical sayings: “As above, 
so below”. 


Sauniere set about preparing the Temple for the return of their 
master from the Far-World timeless zone, which The Watchers 
predicted to be early in the beginning of the twenty-first century. 
Millions of Francs were spent renovating the local church, which 
supplied a perfect alibi for the building work being carried out in 
the Temple itself. The New Society of Watchers became fully 
established, and began to prepare the way for more new recruits, to 
take the place of existing members, as they reached the end of their 
lives. They must have been severely depressed, at first, when they 
realised that none of the original founders of the New Watchers 
would be alive to witness the return; but they had total faith in their 
Master the Nazarene. 


Einstein continued to struggle with the information he had access 
to, and worked on his final project, the Unified Field Theory, which 
was his vision of a single theory which linked all the forces of the 
universe together. He failed to reach a conclusion before he died, 
but perhaps this was because he did not have access to the immense 
computing power that the electronic revolution has brought to us in 
the last 20 years of the twentieth century. 


What information and knowledge did Einstein have, that he had 
been unable to make full use of? Can it now be used or interpreted, 
understanding made possible by the vast electronic computing 
power that is now available to modern scientists? 


Michael Drosnin, in his truly amazing book “The Bible Code’, has 
given us a possible insight into the type of information that may 
have been available in the watcher’s library, when, and only when, 
modern computing power is applied to it. Firstly, a quick 
explanation of what the Bible Code is. As Isaac Newton himself, 
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and many other eminent scientists, were convinced, the bible 
should be considered as an encoded and secret book of information, 
given to Moses by God, and to be revealed to the chosen few. In the 
Old Testament, the book of Daniel says, “But thou, Daniel, shut up 
the words, and seal the book, until the time of the End.” 


In the book of the Revelation of John, the last book in the Bible, we 
read, “And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a 
book, sealed with seven seals. And no man was able to open the 
book, neither to look thereon’. 


Is there secret information coded into the Bible text? Michael 
Drosnin, building on the initial research of three mathematical 
statisticians, (Witztum, Rips, and Rosenberg), entered the original 
Hebrew text of the bible into a computer. He then programmed his 
computer to find various meaningful and interesting “strings” of 
letters, words and phrases. The computer was instructed that these 
letter-strings could be found vertically, horizontally, or even 
diagonally. They also were looked for with consistent gap-patterns, 
such as; one letter, then go two across and five up, read the next 
letter, then two across and five up again, read the next letter. His 
computer came up with remarkable patterns of letters, and even 
more remarkable cross-referencing of these letter-strings, or 
Equidistant Letter Sequences, (ELS). 


The original examination of the Bible text appeared as a scientific 
paper in the Journal of the Institute of Mathematical Statistics, in 
1994. The researchers summarised their findings thus, “We 
conclude that the proximity of Equidistant Letter Sequences with 
related meanings in the Book of Genesis is not due to chance”. 


To give one example, if the word formed by the letter-string 
HIROSHIMA is searched for in the Bible text, it is found only once, 
with a gap-pattern between each letter of 1,945 other letters. And, 
of course, 1945 was the year that the atomic bomb was dropped on 
Hiroshima. The Bible Code exposes many such ‘spooky” sequences 
of information. 

Mr. Drosnin’s computer found related meanings in references in the 


Hebrew text, to give another example, President Kennedy’s 
assassination, and many other seemingly fantastic predictions. But 
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is this just co-incidence? We have all heard the saying that if you 
put enough monkeys, sitting at enough typewriters, and they bang 
away on the keys for long enough, one of them will produce a 
Shakespearean play. 


To investigate this, Mr. Drosnin entered other books (in the Hebrew 
language, for continuity), into his computer, and searched for ELS. 
One such example was the long novel “War and Peace”. When the 
computer was asked to search in these other non-Biblical texts for 
meaningful letter-strings such as KENNEDY and HIROSHIMA, 
the strings were sometimes, (but not always), found. However, they 
were never found with collaborating information, such as the 
meaningful gap-pattern of HIROSHIMA, or the actual crossing of 
two letter-strings with connected meanings, such as DALLAS and 
KENNEDY, which is found in the Bible text. 


These examples are only few of the many. The interested reader is 
recommended to read Mr. Drosnin’s fascinating books in full, to 
gain a comprehensive feeling for the overwhelming evidence that 
the Bible is, indeed, a coded document. As Mr. Drosnin says, even 
though the oldest extant full copy of the Old Testament of the Bible 
is dated 1008 CE, (known as the Leningrad Codex), there still can 
be no doubt as to the remarkable prophetic meanings of the coded 
words. 


Michael Drosnin goes so far as to say that the discovery of the 
Bible Code is of such magnitude, and the code itself so incredibly 
complex, that it proves, for the first time, the existence of beings of 
superior intelligence, who must have either lived on Earth, or 
visited Earth, at least as early as the time of Moses and Akhenaten. 


To some believers, especially scientists and mathematicians, it 
provides the first technical proof of the existence of God, because 
the creation of such a coded document, even without predicting 
future events, would be a mammoth computing task today, yet we 
have this complex code in a document that was “given to Moses by 
God himself’, more than three thousand years ago. Even if the most 
sceptical atheist doubts the historical existence of the story of 
Moses, the Bible, as a complete physical document, has been in 
undoubted existence since at least 1008 CE. Fragments exist which 
go back to the earliest times. 
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Is this the key to the method of gaining the secret information that 
gives instructions for the final resurrection of Isa the Nazarene, at 
the time of the End, the end of time? Is the New Society of 
Watchers applying this computerised decoding method to the even 
older and more complete documents in their secret library? 


Michael Drosnin instructed his computer to look for the letter-string 
COMPUTER, and it was found no less than six times in the Bible 
text. In four of these cases, the word COMPUTER was found 
encoded as a letter-string in verses of the Bible, which describe the 
construction, and use of the Ark of the Covenant. Is the code telling 
us what the Watchers already know, that the Ark of Moses is, in 
fact, an ancient computer, which maybe can still be operated today? 


When the letter-strings THEORY OF RELATIVITY and 
EINSTEIN are searched for, each is found only once in the whole 
Bible text. But, in both cases, one single phrase is found in close 
proximity with these two phrases. 


In close proximity to the letter-string THEORY OF RELATIVITY, 
the computer finds the letter-string; 


ADD A FIFTH PART. 


And, in close proximity to the letter-string EINSTEIN, the computer 
finds the same letter-string; 


ADD A FIFTH PART. 


Is this the conceptual requirement for the discovery of the Unified 
Field Theory that Einstein was searching for until his death, to go 
from four dimensions to five? After Einstein had included the 
fourth dimension of time into his model of reality, what is the fifth 
dimension? 


When we investigate the world of theoretical physics, the weird 
world of sub-atomic particles, with names such as MACHOs 
(massive compact halo objects), WIMPs (weakly interacting 
massive particles), baryonic and non-baryonic matter, with 
attributes such as Up, Down, and Strangeness, we find that maybe 
the concept of “faith” is indeed a physical reality. Jesus said that if 
a man has only the tiniest amount of faith, he could literally move 
mountains. Faith is a force. 
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It has been experimentally proven that the mind of the observer can 
change, or at least influence, the outcome of atomic particle 
research. The fact that a sub-atomic event is being observed can 
affect the results that are actually recorded and observed. For 
example, the substance of light is described as being of two 
different forms; it behaves either as a wave pattern of energy, or as 
a stream of particles, but it is either one or the other at any time, it 
cannot be both simultaneously. 


Whether light behaves as waves or as particles cannot be predicted 
by any known mathematical formula, but perhaps the light behaves 
in the way that the observer expects, or believes, it will behave. If 
the observer is looking for waves, maybe the light behaves as 
waves, and if he is looking for particles, maybe it changes and 
behaves as particles. The observer is an integral part of the 
experiment. 


The following three statements about scientific theories have been 
shown to be true:- 


A theory based on very wrong information can match observable 
and measurable facts. It can also predict future actions very 
accurately. 


A theory that has been in use and accepted for many years can be 
wrong. 


The orthodox view can be completely the opposite of the actual 
facts. 


For example, Ptolemy’s theory of planetary motion was proved to 
be wrong, and that of Copernicus was proved to be correct, after it 
had been modified with Kepler’s laws of planetary motion. But for 
hundreds of years, Ptolemy’s theory “worked”, even though it was 
“wrong”. 


Now, at the beginning of the twenty-first century, the names of two 


previous members of the Society of Watchers are appearing in 
many scientific publications, Johannes Kepler and Picasso. 


Kepler's laws of planetary motion have, when applied to 
Copernicus’s theory, provided very accurate predictions of 
planetary motions. However, when applied to the movement of 
galaxies, Kepler’s Laws give physicists a major head-ache. This is 
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the problem, expressed in two ways, apologies in advance for its 
obscurity. 


Looking at galaxies, the velocities, or speeds, of stars do not 
correspond with predictions. Kepler’s laws state that the velocities 
of stars in the centre should be more than the velocity of the stars at 
the edge. This is based on the observable mass, which is 
concentrated at the centre. The only explanation of this is anomaly 
is if there is an enormous amount of “invisible matter or mass” at 
the centre of each galaxy. 


Observing galaxy clusters, the relative velocities of the galaxies are 
observed as higher than their respective escape velocity according 
to the visible mass of the cluster. Once again, this means there must 
be a lot more matter or mass in there than we can see, otherwise the 
clusters would split apart. 


This missing mass is known as hidden mass, or dark matter. But it 
is not a small amount that can be explained as “experimental error”, 
the amount of dark matter in the universe is 96% of the visible 
matter. Put simply, we can only observe 4% of the universe in 
which we exist. This dark matter is divided into cold dark matter 
(26%), which can interact with gravity, and dark energy (70%), 
which is even stranger. 


No-one in this world knows what 96% of everything is! In this age 
of advanced technology, 96% of everything that exists is totally 
unknown to modern physicists, hidden in a form that has not yet 
been detected, and this was revealed using the laws of Kepler. Brian 
Greene in his great book the Elegant Universe, says this about dark 
matter; “String Theory suggests various possible explanations for 
dark matter, but physicists must await the results of future 
experiments to establish the detailed properties of dark matter. 
Currently no one has figured out the identity of dark matter, let 
alone the precise amount that exists”. 


The quest for the missing matter in the universe is one of the 
biggest challenges and mysteries facing today’s physics. Dark 
matter search projects are in progress all over the world, and it is 
quite strange that a major one is known as the Picasso project. This 
research project, for those of our readers who want to know, 
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“employs for the search of weakly interacting cold dark matter 
particles a new detection principle based on superheated droplets of 
freon suspended in a water saturated gel”. Sounds almost like a 
Picasso painting in itself! 

So, what do the highly educated and brilliant minds of 
mathematicians, nuclear physicists, and professors say about this, 
what do they say dark matter could be? There are three main 
theories. The two “most acceptable” to the mainstream academics 
explain dark matter as being either baryonic particles, (MACHOs), 
or exotic particles, (WIMPs). 


Yes, the answer to one of the most staggering un-answered 
questions of modern science, maybe even the answer to the very 
meaning of the universe, is explained as being either MACHO or 
WIMP. 


And even the existence of both MACHOs and WIMPs have only 
been predicted theoretically, nothing has been observed. They are 
two theories with absolutely no experimental evidence to support 
either. 


The question of dark matter has split the scientific community into 
groups, each one with its own theory. Dr. Tom Shanks and his co- 
researchers at the University of Durham, think that all the 
observations indicating the existence of dark matter may have been 
misinterpreted. They say that there may not be any dark matter at 
all, it is all a misunderstanding. Sebastien Vauclair of the 
Astrophysics Laboratory of the Midi-Pyrenees, in Toulouse, also 
questions the existence of dark matter, using different observations. 


The Economist magazine reported these concerns, and said, “A 
universe that requires three completely different sorts of stuff to 
explain its essence does have a whiff of Ptolemy’s theory of 
epicycles about it. Put Dr Shank’s and Dr Vauclair’s observations 
together, and one cannot help but wonder whether Ptolemy might 
soon have some company in the annals of convoluted, discarded 
theories.” 


What is this dark matter? It exists “in and with” everything. An 
even more interesting question is:- “Has anyone asked this question 
before?” What is the author of the Gospel according to Mary 
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Magdalene asking in Chapter 4 of the Gnostic gospel, which was 
hidden away for over a thousand years ago in Nag Hamadi? 


21) Will matter then be destroyed or not? 

22) The Savior said, All nature, all formations, all 
creatures exist in and with one another, and they will be 
resolved again into their own roots. 

23) For the nature of matter is resolved into the roots of 
its own nature alone. 

24) He who has ears to hear, let him hear. 


“Matter is resolved into the roots of its own nature.” What is this? It 
is timeless and immeasurable. It is dark, it is invisible (to us). 


The following is a direct quote from the publicity of a major dark 
matter search experiment, conducted by a prestigious institute:- 


“Whether dark matter is MACHOs or WIMPs, two certain facts 
remain; dark matter exists and dark matter completely dominates 
the universe. Without it our galaxy would fly apart, our sun could 
not have developed in the way it has, and our very existence would 
be unlikely.” 


Yet Dr Shanks and Dr Vauclair, other eminent scientists, say they 
doubt that dark matter even exists. The existence of dark matter is, 
basically, a matter of faith. We cannot see it and we have no 
measurable scientific proof of its existence. Its existence is observed 
by inference. We don’t know what it is made of. Yet it appears to 
completely dominate the Universe, and without it we would not 
exist. Dark matter is everywhere. It has always been there. We 
cannot see it. We cannot feel it and we cannot measure it. It affects 
our universe and therefore our lives. We have no idea what it is, but 
we believe it is there. In fact, it must be there otherwise we could 
not exist. 


When Bernard of Clairvaux suggested other dimensions a thousand 
years ago, no one understood. But what does the current state-of- 
the-art theory of the universe have to say about the existence of 
other dimensions? 
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Brian Greene, in his excellent book “The Elegant Universe” gives fundamental property of the particle, so these are 
possibly the only available explanation of the latest theories of the determined basically by the shape of the tiny curled-up 
universe which the average person may understand. extra dimensions. What do the Curled-up Dimensions 


“look like” ? The shapes are described as Calabi-Yau 
shapes, named after the mathematicians Eugenio 
Calabri and Shing-Tung Yau.” 


Below are some quotes from this excellent book, 


“Theodor Kazula a Polish mathematician at the 
University of Konigsberg was the first to suggest that 
the universe might have more than three spatial 
dimensions. He sent a paper to Einstein in 1919 
suggesting this, as an elegant framework for weaving 
together Einstein’s theory of general relativity and 
Maxwell’s electromagnetic theory. However, there was 
the question of why we only see and feel the effect of 
three spatial dimensions. This was made explicit by the 
Swedish mathematician in 1926, by suggesting the 
special fabric of our universe has both extended 
(uncurled-up) and curled-up dimensions. This is now 
known as the Kaluza-Klein theory.” 


“There are 5 string theories, all of which explain the 
universe, but each has a different “string coupling 
constant” (SCC) value. However, at present no one has 
been able to provide an answer to the question “What is 
the value of these SCCs? We can only get an 
approximation of the value of each. The complete 
formulation of string/M theory must develop not from 
the “frame work” of classical physics, but must be 
conceived as a_ fully-fledged quantum-mechanical 
theory” 


But, as Brian Greene goes on to state: “Currently no one knows 
how to do this”. 


However, as it says in the Book of Malachi, the last book in the Old 
Testament of the Christian Bible, “Faith creates. As you believe, so 


“String Theory “requires” the existence of more than 3 
spatial dimensions, in fact for String Theory to make 
sense, our universe must have nine spatial dimensions 


and one time dimension. These dimensions must also be shall it be”. 

smaller than we or our equipment can directly see, Brian Greene further states that: 

because we haven’t seen them, but they do have indirect 

effects on the physics that we observe. According to “there is a whole new mind-boggling world lying just 
String Theory, the universe is made up of tiny strings beneath the surface of things as they are ordinarily 
whose vibrating resonance patterns are the origin of the experienced. Loops of stings and oscillating globules 
sub-atomic particle's mass and force charge.” unite all creation into vibrational patterns that are 


meticulously executed in a universe with numerous 


“String Theory also requires that the additional (more dimensions, each capable of undergoing extreme 


than three) spatial dimensions must be curled up to contortions in which their spatial fabric tears apart and 
such a small size that we cannot “see” them. But a tiny then repairs itself. Lurking beneath the Planck Length, 
string can enter a tiny space, so as the strings move there may be a strange domain in which there is no 
about, the geometric form or shape of the extra curled- notion of time or space.” 

up dimensions plays a critical role in determining the 

resonant patterns of the string’s vibration. And as we As we proceed into the early years of the third millennium, (the 


said before, the vibrational pattern determines the 
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third day in God’s cosmic reasoning), it appears that there is an 
overwhelming feeling that something momentous is about to 
happen. The Watchers believe that the predetermined parameters 
and dimensional coordinates will come for the resurrection of Isa, 
and they are preparing for that day. 


Will the world as we know it become a terrible place? As Berenger 
Sauniere had carved above the door to his church, the message still 
there for all to see today; 


TERRIBILIS EST LOCUS ISTE (This place is terrible). 


If the Watchers fail, will the fabric of space-time rip apart and we 
will be plunged into the void that connects the first and last spiral, 
the inner area of the tesseract where space and time, as we know 
them, do not exist, the area where dark matter may be an awesome 
reality? 


If the world is to survive its “journey through the centre”, with its 
close contact with dark matter, and emerge reborn into an age of 
higher civilisation, will it need the leadership of the Lord of Time, 
the Grand Master, Isa the Nazarene. If we are not guided through 
the timeless zone of dark matter, timelessly through the folds of 
space, from the last coil to the first, will the world be thrown into 
chaos, and find itself in a seven thousand year long “dark age”? 


If this happens, the concepts of the devil and his hell will become a 
reality, and mankind will have to re-climb the path of civilisation 
from the very bottom of the pit, if this is possible. 


Tal Brooke, in his book “One World” says this in his introduction, 
“We are in a time of worldwide transformation, and unless a 
miracle intervenes, we could experience a quantum leap more 
radical than when the Renaissance appeared. A New World Order 
could arrive almost overnight and be unlike anything the world 
has ever seen. Yet it may not be the utopian future of universal 
brotherhood.” 


Did this already happen once before? Perhaps the legends of the 
Flood of Noah, and the faint memories of the “Golden Age” before 
the flood, are actual recollections of the last time the transition 
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across the timeless zone of dark matter was attempted. Will the first 
decades of third millennium bring about the same catastrophe 
again. 


Will the words of the old legends come true? 


“The earth bursts into flames, splits into deep cracks, 
and all moisture is dried up. The meadows are burned 
to white ashes. Great cities perish with their walls, and 
vast conflagration reduces whole nations to ashes. 

The pillars supporting the sky crumbled and the chains 
from which the earth was suspended shivered into 
pieces. A great conflagration burst out. Flood raged.” 


Or will the members of the New Society of Watchers, re-established 
by Berenger Sauniere, the village priest, arise? And, when all the 
parameters of the five dimensions are in the correct conjunction, 
succeed in bringing their sleeping Master, the Lord of Time, to our 
assistance? 


F aith creates. 
As you believe, so shall it be 
F or behold the day cometh. 
But unto you that fear my name 
Shall the Sun of Righteousness arise 
with healing in his wings. 


The B ook of M alachi, chapter 4, verses 1-2, 
The last book in the Old Testament. 
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This representation of a Calabi-Yau 
shape is the result of the faith of 
modern physicists in their latest 

theory “M Theory”. At present, 

there is no way to prove or disprove this. 
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CHAPTER 12 
When? 


.. Will matter then be destroyed or not? 
F rom the L ost Gospel of M ary M agdalene, Chapter 4, verse 21 


When may all this happen? According to the Sleeping Master’ s own 
reported words, it will be “on the third day”. If we take this to mean 
the beginning of the third “cosmic day” each of one thousand years, 
when can we expect the Master to return? To calculate this, we 
must first establish when the counting started, which is the time 
when the Master “died on the cross” 


The general consensus of biblical scholars is that Jesus was born 
around 6 BCE, not in the year 1CE, as would seem logical. Again, 
taking the accepted dates, it is generally regarded that he started his 
teaching at the age of 30, and this lasted for 3 years before he was 
crucified. That takes us to around 27 CE. 


If this is the start of the counting, the dawn of the third “day” will 
correspond to the beginning of the year 2027. However, as you can 
imagine, there are many different dates proposed by various 
scholars. Two Romanian astronomers, Liviu Mircea and Tiberiu 
Oproiu, from the Astronomic Observatory Institute in Cluj, claim to 
have pinpointed the exact time and date of Christ’s crucifixion and 
resurrection. They say that Jesus died at 3pm on Friday, April 3, 33 
CE, and rose again at 4am on Sunday, April 5. They used a 
computer programme to check biblical references against historical 
astronomical data, and referenced to the New Testament, which 
states that Jesus died the day after the first night with a full moon, 
after the vernal equinox. 

Using data gathered on the stars between 26 and 35 CE they 
established that in those nine years, the first full moon after the 
vernal equinox was registered twice - on Friday, April 7, 30 CE, 
and on Friday, April 3, 33 CE. 
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They are convinced that the date of the crucifixion was 33 CE, and 
not 30 CE, because records showed a solar eclipse, as depicted in 
the Bible at the time of Jesus’ crucifixion, occurred in Jerusalem 
33CE and not in 30CE. 


Many others have used various methods to calculate the date. One 
writer believes the date can be deduced from measurements of the 
pyramid at Gizeh, although it is as unintelligible to me as it 
probably is to you. 


“The length of the fifth Overlay is 1848.67171899 P”. 
The length of this Overlay contains all the dates that 
pertain to the advent of Jesus Christ and John the 
Baptist, as well as that of the crucifixion of Jesus: 
33.2178918677 P” x  29.7178918677  P” x 
26.2178918677 P” divided by 7 divided by 2 = 
1848.67171899 P”. Or you can take the length of the 
fifth Overlay (of Jesus), 1848.67171899 P”, and 
multiply it by 7 for the “Week of the Covenant,” and 
multiply it by 2 (for the two parts of the week) and 
divide it by the date for the Advent of John the Baptist 
26.2178918677 P”, and then divide it again by the date 
for the Baptism of Jesus 29.7178918677 P”, and you 
will get 33.2178918677 P” or March 21st, 34 C.E.., the 
date for the Crucifixion of Jesus Christ.” 


So, we can chose between Friday, April 7, 30 CE, or Friday, April 
3, 33 CE, or March 21“ 34 CE. Some other dates that have been 
calculated are:- 


Te April 30 by James L. Boyer 

go" April 3lby Bill McLenney 

A Friday in 29 by James Hastings 

April 30 or 33 in the New Bible Dictionary 


A survey of published dates for the crucifixion gives 27 CE as the 
earliest, and 34 CE as the latest. However, the latest computer aided 
research by the Romanians gives us oy April 33 CE as the date. 
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Personally, I feel this is probably as close as we will get, without 
access to the library of knowledge and documents available to the 
Society of Watchers. Using this method indicates that the third day 
will probably begin in 2033 CE, on the 5" day of April. 
Nostradamus predicted “1,999 years after Jesus, in the month of 
July, the great powerful king will be raised again by the sun”. Using 
this method gives us July 2032. 


July 2032 or April 2033. 





Where will you be then? 
What will you be doing 
when the Society of Watchers gathers together once again. 
And, using the power of the Monstrous Lord of Time inside the Ark 
of Moses 
causes his face to shine upon us. 
Selah. 
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